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TARIQ VALENTE
Seasoned  Start-Up Technology Sales Leader

# +31 630 21 41 54 _ tariq.valente@gmail.com

 https://linkedin.com/in/tariqvalente + Amsterdam Area, Netherlands

SUMMARY

An energetic, strategic, customer-obsessed and target-driven 
technology professional with a successful record in 
evangelising digital transformation and selling disruptive 
technology to a business and technical CxO audience in 
Fortune 500 companies. Strong entrepreneurial drive with 
exceptional communication/relationship building skills. A high 
EQ and CQ, a resilient work ethic and a colossal desire to 
explore/shape the future. An empathic listener, critical thinker 
and eloquent story-teller. Methodologies of choice are 
Challenger Sales and SPICED. Devoted to getting things done.

EXPERIENCE

VP Sales - Global
Surfly

Amsterdam | Global

www.surfly.com - visual engagement technology (technical/API product)
Grew MRR from €25K to €200K.
Built and led a Team of 6 superstars / Built the Sales Playbook
Closed and launched with Vitality, AXA, Generali, MetLife, Standard 
Bank, ABN AMRO, Santander, Macquarie Bank, Beneva, NN, New York 
Life, Cathay Life, Metro Bank, Harel, Telenor, Elisa, Qantas and more.
Built a strong partner ecosystem and alliances with NICE, Cisco, 
Vonage, Accenture, DXC - revenue split of partner/direct was 50/50 
Invited to present at various global financial services events
Won many prestigious awards i.e. Singapore FinTech Festival (SG), UK 
Government's Tech Rocketship Awards (UK), FIS FinTech Accelerator 
(US), DXC Invitational (US), The Heart (PL), Zurich Innovation 
Championship (BR/CH), F10 (CH), Plug & Play (US/APAC)

Account Executive - EMEA
CustomerGauge

Amsterdam | EMEA

www.customergauge.com - SaaS NPS Improvement Platform
Achieved first deal of €60,000 ARR, in second month which was record 
timing for a new starter and 400% bigger than average deal size. 
Worked on collaboration initiatives and sales/marketing alignment. 

Senior Business Development Executive
inSided

Amsterdam | London

www.insided.com - SaaS Social Community Platform
100% of target on 1st month. 200%+ of target in last month.
Exceeded targets and helped colleagues achieve theirs. 
Co-hosted Amsterdam Growth-Hacking Meetups in spare time.

MOST PROUD OF

Winning the Student ENT Award
"In recognition of my achievement and 
ability to encourage and inspire others" 

Apigee and Surfly growth 
Helping one tech start-up to IPO/Google 
acquisition and 8x'ing MRR of another

Entrepreneurial Hustle
First job at 13 and paid own way through 
university and came out with savings

Linkedin Social Selling Index = 
94/100. Over 15,000 connections.
Top 1% of IT professionals 

Languages
Fluency in Portuguese and English. 
Intermediate Spanish and French.

EDUCATION

MSc Business & Mgmt (Mktg)
University of Plymouth

UK

Dissertation: Relationship marketing - 
examining the importance of trust and 
liking in business relationships - Distinction

BA Business Administration 
University of Plymouth

UK

A-Levels and GCSE's
International School of the Algarve

Portugal

CRO School, Revenue 
Architecture & FLM 
Pavilion University

tel:+31 630 21 41 54
mailto:tariq.valente@gmail.com
https://linkedin.com/in/tariqvalente
https://www.surfly.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tariqvalente_slingshot2020-covid-startups-activity-6742044577600954368-Ox81/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tariqvalente_uk-techrocketship-awards-activity-6813372219574517760-IP-c/
https://youtu.be/K1BnIIirWKE
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6464051673571618816/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6507183292746395648/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6628211721335001088
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tariqvalente_switzerland-startups-f10-activity-6854690721333563392-1CzB
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tariqvalente_startups-insurtech-insurance-activity-6783657077085638656-8Etv
https://www.customergauge.com/
https://www.insided.com/
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EXPERIENCE

Business Development Manager - NEUR
Lithium

London | Nordics | SF

www.lithium.com - Social Media Management/CX Platform 
Consistent over-achiever – ending up 2d on global leader board for the 
FY with 140%.
Top outbound hunter in the team and won multiple spiffs.
Picked to mentor new hires and colleagues globally.
Discovered and helped drive over $4M of new business in FY.
Strong focus on REAL pipeline/growth and intros with over 60 C-level 
execs.
Bought a fresh "can-do" approach/attitude in a challenging market.
Proactively spearheaded an initiative to target SaaS vertical.
Worked closely with Marketing, assisted in events, social media & PR.

Strategic Business Development - EMEA
Apigee (now part of Google)

London | Palo Alto

www.apigee.com - API Management Platform
Nurtured an ability to evangelise & sell disruptive technology to 
business/technical prospects, from both sides of "The Chasm", and 
helped propel Apigee to an IPO and Google acquisition.
Key team player in identifying, initiating and driving new business with 
leading brands including: Orange, Tele2, Vodafone, T-Mobile, Telenor, 
TeliaSonera, ING, BBC, ITV, Philips, SAGE, Thomson Reuters, Pearson.
Helped bring in over $14M of new business with 80+ C-level meetings.
Achieved various “Execution Excellence Awards”. A top performer in a 
global team of 20.
Picked by management in Palo Alto, within a few months of starting, to 
lead and mentor the European Team.
Hit 130%+ of targets consistently. Winner of quarterly spiffs inc. 
Presidents Club.

International, cross-industry work experience 
with positions held in retail, hospitality, real 
estate, events, marketing and recruitment.
Happy to go into specifics

BOOKS



7 Habits

Stephen R. Covey



Start With Why

Simon Sinek



Zero to One

Peter Thiel

QUOTES

"Your attitude, not your aptitude, will 
determine your altitude" - Zig Ziglar 

"Genius is 1% inspiration and 99% 
perspiration" - Thomas Edison

"We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore,is not an act,but 
a habit" - Aristotle

PASSIONS

Travelling ▪ Technology ▪ 
Photography Reading ▪ Growth 
Hacking ▪ Music ▪ Art ▪ Sports ▪ 
Design ▪ Psychology ▪ Cooking ▪ 
Culture ▪ Philanthropy ▪ Business

REFERENCES

https://www.lithium.com/
https://www.apigee.com/
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