
Exploring the Impact of LNG Exports on 
Pennsylvania Families

February 16, 2024

Tyson Slocum, Energy Program Director
Public Citizen, Inc.

tslocum@citizen.org

Elizabeth Marx, Executive Director

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
emarx@pautilitylawproject.org



Pennsylvania Utility Law Project

PULP is a statewide legal services project of Regional Housing Legal Services and is 
a member of the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network.

PULP’s mission is to secure just and equitable access to safe and affordable utility 
services for Pennsylvanians experiencing poverty.

We work to achieve our mission by empowering individuals and communities 
through:

• Legal Representation, Groups, and Individuals
• Education and Training
• Policy Advocacy
• Supportive Services
• Consultation



Public Citizen

Established in 1971, Public Citizen is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan, research
and advocacy organization representing the interests of household consumers. We
have over 500,000 members and supporters across the United States.

Public Citizen is active before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission promoting
just and reasonable rates. We frequently intervene in U.S. Department of Energy
proceedings involving the export of electricity and natural gas.

Our Energy Program Director, Tyson Slocum, is an expert on energy market
regulatory matters, serving as a witness on the Department of Energy public interest
standard in testimony before the U.S. Congress in February 2023. Slocum also serves
on two federal advisory committees of the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (the Energy and Environmental Markets and Market Risk advisory
committees)







Low income Pennsylvanians regularly pay 30% of income towards 
home energy costs, compared to 3-4% for middle income households.

Home Energy Affordability Gap 
Federal Poverty Level Home Energy Burden # of Households

Below 50% 33% 282,747
50-100% 18% 329,656

100-125% 12% 183,370
125-150% 10% 192,284
150-185% 8% 285,880
185-200% 7% 129,934

Total --- 1,403,871

Fisher, Sheehan, & Colton, Pennsylvania Home Energy Affordability Gap (published April 2023)



Black, Latino/a/x, and Indigenous households have significantly higher 
energy burdens compared to white households.

ACEEE, How High are Household Energy Burdens?  An Assessment of National and Metropolitan Energy Burdens 
Across the US (Sept. 2020).



Consequences of Utility Insecurity
• Negative health outcomes
• Exposure to unhealthy / unsafe 

temperatures
• Interrupts family unity (CYS / 

custody disputes)
• Hinders child learning and 

development
• Severs communication with 

work/school

• Long-term impact on credit
• Liens (municipal utilities) 

encumber property
• Destabilizes housing and 

communities
oCatalyst for eviction, foreclosure, 

and homelessness
oCondemnation / Blight
oDifficulty Relocating
o Ineligibility for public and private 

housing



Factors Driving Utility Insecurity

• External Market Forces
• Inefficient Housing
• Infrastructure Costs
• Energy Transition
• Residential Energy Competition
• Punitive Collections and Termination Policies
• Inadequate Assistance Programs 
• Inequitable Rate Design





Key Facts: 

• Pennsylvania …

• Is the second highest gas producing state, after Texas.

• Is the third highest electric producing state, after Texas / Florida.
• 54% of Pennsylvania’s electricity is produced by gas-fired power plants.

• Uses only about 25% of the gas it produces for in-state consumption.

• Has the most underground gas storage facilities, and the fourth-
largest storage capacity in the nation.

Energy Information Administration, Pennsylvania State Profile (Dec. 2023).



Key Facts: 
• Pennsylvania has deregulated electric and gas markets.

• Energy “supply” – the electrons or gas you use in your home – accounts for between 30-
60% of your total electric/gas bill.

• If you do not “shop” for a competitive energy provider, you receive default service from 
your gas or electric distribution company (NGDC or EDC).

• Pennsylvania NGDCs: PECO, PGW, Peoples, National Fuel Gas, Columbia, and UGI
• Pennsylvania EDCs: PECO, PPL, FirstEnergy (MetEd, Penelec, Penn Power, West Penn Power), 

Duquesne Light, Pike County Power and Light

• Default service is provided at the “least cost over time”.
• Utilities purchase energy through laddered contracts and pass the cost to consumers w/out markup
• The price for Default Service is known as the PRICE TO COMPARE (PTC) or PURCHASED GAS COST 

(PGC).
• The PTC/PGC changes quarterly.



Residential Gas Pricing (PTC/PGC), PA
$/Mcf January 2021 January 2022 January 2023 January 2024
NFG $4.01 $6.36 $8.79 $3.87

Peoples Natural $2.82 $5.29 $7.52 $3.42

Peoples Gas $2.86 $4.78 $7.52 $3.42

PGW $3.85 $6.01 $8.02 $4.00

PECO $3.74 $6.22 $7.88 $4.24

UGI $4.24 $6.27 $8.85 $4.37

AVERAGE $3.59 $5.82 $8.09 $3.88

Average residential gas usage in January is about ~11 Mcf/month, with some regional variation.

Avg. Bill Impact 
(Supply Only)

$39.49 $64.02 $88.99 $42.68

Data on this slide compiled from PUC reports and average usage data from Peoples (Pittsburgh) and PGW (Philadelphia).



Pennsylvania Residential Gas Pricing (PTC)









America is the 
world’s largest gas 

exporter, and 20% of 
our domestic gas 

production is 
exported









The Federal Natural Gas Act of 1938 Recognizes Gas As 
Essential Utility Service, and prohibits its export if it “will not 

be consistent with the public interest.”







On January 26, the Department of Energy Announced That It Was Pausing Pending Export Reviews Until It 
Updates Its Methodology of Assessing Whether Exports Are Consistent With the Public Interest
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Next Steps…

• DOE will update the economic and environmental analyses 
used to assess NEW LNG projects over the next few months.

• Key Needed Reform: Distributional Income Analysis
• Once the draft report is published, a public comment period 

of a minimum of 60 days will offer an opportunity for 
Pennsylvania organizations to weigh in.

SAVE THE DATE, SPREAD THE WORD
Next Webinar: Friday, March 15




