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Exploring Towa’s Vibrant and Vital Wetland Ecosystems

Transition zones where the

LAND MEETS THE WATER,

wetlands are diverse eco-

systems that are wet for at WETLANDS AND WATER QUALITY

least part of the year.
The Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy calls for a
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4 5 /0 leaving our state.
A CHANGING LANDSCAPE REDUCTION

Iowa was once covered with
extensive wetlands dotting the
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PER SQUARE MILE
@ Microorganisms in the wetland transform

0 / nitrate (NO,) to inert nitrogen gas (N,), yield-
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ing cleaner water here as well as downstream.
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IOWA'S WETLANDS

Iowa’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy calls for ~
have been drained or destroyed. & 76 ““

nutrient reduction wetlands, like those in
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.




FOR MORE INFORMATION
Iowa Learning Farms

1201 Sukup Hall

Ames, lowa 50011-3080
515-294-5429

WWW.IOWALEARNINGFARMS.0RG

Bacteria
break down
contaminants

WATER STORAGE

Wetlands act much
like a sponge, serving
as a storage basin for
water out on the land-

scape. This can help to
mitigate flood damage
after heavy rains, and
in dry spells, wetlands
slowly release water
back to the surround-
ing environment.

Nitrate removal
via denitrification
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RECREATION

Wetlands add great
aesthetic beauty to the
landscape, as well as
opportunities for out-
door recreation and
rejuvenation.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANGE PROGRAMS

Numerous federal and state programs offer
financial assistance for wetlands restoration and
enhancement. Contact your local USDA-NRCS
and/or USDA-FSA office to determine eligibility.

“Iowa has already lost somewhere between 90-99% of its wetlands. In my view,
whether it’s a recreated wetland, if it’s a restored wetland, or if it’s a constructed
wetland, that’s still a positive move.”

REBECCA CHRISTOFFEL
SNAKE CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Towa Learning Farms is funded by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship through the Integrated Farm and Livestock Demonstration Program, in collaboration with Iowa
Department of Natural Resources (USEPA Section 319), Natural Resources Conservation Service, Conservation Districts of Iowa, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, Leopold
Center for Sustainable Agriculture, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation and Iowa Water Center. Wetland illustration by Iowa State University Master of Science in Agronomy program.




