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1. Canal Street Triangle Redesign
Improved wayfinding and expanded opportunities for leisure by installing new digital information screens, tree 

plantings, permeable paving, lighting, and seating.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Canal St Triangle, bounded by Canal, Centre, 

Walker and Baxter Streets

DOT currently has plans to redesign Canal Street Triangle. The 

preliminary scope of work involves replacing the existing, 

underutilized tourism kiosk with a digital display, enhancing the 

public space with new plantings and permeable paving while 

preserving existing Ginkgo trees, adding seating, and installing 

new lighting.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Budget and total project cost

• DRI funding request amount



2. Chinatown Lanterns Public Seating & Lights
Installation of new seating with light fixtures integrated along East Broadway.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: $1,900,000

DRI Funding Request: $760,000  

Location(s): East Broadway at Kimlau Square, under the 

Manhattan Bridge and Pike St

Food New York proposes DOT create a network of playful street 

furniture and lighting elements along East Broadway from

Kimlau Square (Phase 1) to the Manhattan Bridge (Phase 2) and

Pike Street (Phase 3). More specifically, the proposer seeks to 

integrate lighting fixtures into street furniture to improve safety

in the area and provide additional opportunities for seating.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• Refined cost estimates

• Confirmation of additional funding sources

NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed) and Department of Parks & Recreation (unconfirmed); proposed by 
Food New York



3. Columbus Park Pavilion Restoration
Improved lighting, roof restoration, and accessibility improvements at the Columbus Park Pavilion.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: $1,410,000 

DRI Funding Request: $564,000  

Location(s): Columbus Park

Food New York proposes that Parks modernizes and restores the

upper portion of the historic limestone pavilion at Columbus 

Park. Building on the 2006 restoration of the pavilion, Food New 

York seeks to implement new lighting, ceiling/interior roof 

restoration, and accessibility improvements to ensure that the 

space can be used for community programming and events.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

near Bayard St

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation (unconfirmed); proposed by Food New York

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Parks sponsorship

• Refined cost estimates

• Confirmation of additional funding sources



4. The Crossing Areawide Public Space Improvements
Vision to green and beautify key public spaces with a coherent visual identity, with a particular focus on the "Pit"

at Sara D. Roosevelt Park, Forsyth Plaza, Forsyth Street, and Division Street under the Manhattan Bridge.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: $30,000,000

DRI Funding Request: $20,000,000

Location(s): "Pit" at SDR Park; Chrystie St; 

Forsyth Plaza; Division St; Forsyth St; 

The Alliance for Community Preservation and Betterment proposes the

City activate and integrate select public spaces in the heart of Chinatown

through landscape, color, and design. Initial efforts would be concentrated 

within SDR Park (expansion of existing bird garden, creation of more 

green space and seating, performance areas), Forsyth Plaza (additional

plantings, landscaping, lighting, and creation of performance areas to 

encourage usage at all times of day), and Division St (under-bridge area;

outdoor performance and movie theater). These areas would be linked by 

green spaces with cherry blossom-lined streets and graphic cross walks.

Future phases may also include streetscape improvements along East 

Broadway and Worth St and enhancements to Kimlau Square

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT and Parks sponsorship

NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed) and Department of Parks and Recreation (unconfirmed); proposed by the 
Alliance for Community Preservation and Betterment



5. Forsyth Plaza Kiosk and Infrastructure
Infrastructure to support existing street market and neighborhood events, including new utility connections, a 

permanent multipurpose kiosk, designated areas for street vendors, and art and light installations.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); proposed by

Total Project Cost: $2,458,000

DRI Funding Request: $2,458,000  

Location(s): Forsyth Plaza

Asian Americans for Equality and Think!Chinatown

AAFE and Think!Chinatown propose that DOT undertake capital 
improvements that would make Forsyth Plaza more conducive to 
staging neighborhood-driven events. Proposed improvements 
include: new electrical and water connections at the plaza and 
street levels; a permanent kiosk for concessions and administrative 
functions; a permanent outdoor storage shed; dedicated stall 
layouts to better space out green grocer stalls; demarcations for a 
pedestrian path designed by artists, lighting, art installations, and 
other placemaking interventions, particularly along Forsyth or 
under the Manhattan Bridge on Division Street; and compost and 
compactor bins. The proposal builds on a previous $3.58M public 
investment to redesign and refurbish the space, which was 
completed in 2018. DOT currently supports the creation of a 
multipurpose kiosk at Forsyth Plaza. For this to be an eligible and 
feasible DRI project, proposed improvements would require full 
DOT support and plans for ongoing operations and maintenance.

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• Operations and maintenance plans

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

at Forsyth and Canal Streets 



6. Get Stuff Done (GSD) Gateways Project
Traditional Chinese archways in multiple locations to celebrate Chinese culture, improve wayfinding, and

welcome visitors.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: $1.5M to $2.5M

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Districtwide

Chinatown BID proposes the installation of traditional Chinese 

archways or paifang, at key locations throughout the DRI Study 

Area. Such gateways would serve as a culturally meaningful 

landmark for local residents and enhance placemaking and 

draw tourism. Gateways would be outfitted with GPS and Wifi

units to provide visitors with information about navigating the 

area, local businesses, and neighborhood history.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Support or agreement from owners of proposed locations

• Refined cost estimates

• DRI funding request amount

NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed), NYC Department of Parks and Recreation (unconfirmed), or other 
property owners (unconfirmed); proposed by Chinatown BID



7. Kimlau Square Renovation
Expansion and beautification of public space, including new seating, pavement, landscaping, and lighting.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

Total Project Cost: $5,000,000 

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Kimlau Square

Building upon the planned and funded arch restoration of the 

Kimlau Square memorial arch, Parks proposes enhancements

to the public space at Kimlau Square to expand space for 

community leisure and recreation as well as better welcome 

people to Chinatown’s southern gateway. Capital improvements 

may include extending the park into East Broadway and adding 

new seating, pavement, landscaping, and lighting. Although

Parks undertook a design process in recent years to determine

community priorities for a redesign of Kimlau Square, the 

agency would initiate a new community design process if 

awarded.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Scope of work details

• DRI funding request amount



8. Little Italy Streetscape Improvements
Redesign of Mulberry Street with distinctive paving, lighting, and/or seating to support Little Italy placemaking 

and wayfinding.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Mulberry Street between Canal and Broome Streets

The Little Italy Merchants Association (LIMA) proposes that DOT

redesign Mulberry Street to improve placemaking and 

wayfinding in and around Little Italy. Capital improvements 

include using distinctive designs and/or materials to demarcate 

the boundaries of Little Italy. Specifically, LIMA is interested in 

repaving the sidewalk and/or roadway; installing new street 

lighting; and expanding seating.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); proposed by the Little Italy Merchants Association

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• Budget and total project cost

• DRI funding request amount



9. The Peaceful Bridge
Sound mitigation panels on the underside of the Manhattan Bridge at Division Street.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); proposed by Food New York

Total Project Cost: $1,762,000 

DRI Funding Request: $700,000  

Location(s): Underpass of

Food New York proposes sound mitigation installations beneath the 

Manhattan Bridge at Division Street. Capital improvements include

acoustic panels that reduce sound pollution generated 

by Bridge traffic.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• Refined cost estimates

• Confirmation of additional funding sources

the Manhattan Bridge along Division St



10. Pell and Doyers Streetscape Improvements
Redesign of Pell and Doyers Street to enhance the public realm and allow for greater pedestrian circulation. The 

installation of historic plaques on nearby landmarks is also proposed.

SPONSOR:

Total Project Cost: $18,000,000

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Pell St and Doyers St

DOT proposes repaving and redesigning Pell and Doyers Streets 

to be a pedestrian plaza and generally improve the public

realm. Capital improvements involve raising the street to curb 

level, landscaping, lighting, seating, ADA upgrades, wayfinding, 

and utilities replacement. In the context of DOT's proposal,

Chinatown Partnership seeks to repave Pell and Doyers Streets 

to cobblestone (or other distinctive material), implement 

retractable bollards at the ends of the streets, and install 

historic plaques on landmarks in the area.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• DRI funding request amount

NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); 
parts proposed by GC Eng and Chinatown Partnership



11. "Pit" Renovation at Sara D. Roosevelt Park
Beautification of the hardscape "Pit" area and potential conversion into a flexible play and performance 

space and restoration of the natural features of nearby areas.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Pit at Sara D. Roosevelt Park, south of Delancey

Community members expressed that the "Pit" at Sara D. 

Roosevelt Park has emerged as a site of neglect and unsafe 

activities. Parks seeks to expand recreational and leisure uses

at this critical segment of Chinatown's largest park while also 

improving safety. Capital improvements may include 

reconfiguring the hardscape “Pit” area into a flexible play and 

performance space as well as restoring the park’s natural 

features, including the bird sanctuary.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Scope of work details

• Budget and total project cost

• DRI funding request amount



12. Placemaking Around Pace University & Park Row
Improved signage and a mural to improve connectivity and pedestrian wayfinding between Pace 

University, the Brooklyn Bridge, and the Chinatown core.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Frankfort St,

Pace University seeks to enhance physical and visual 

connectivity around the Manhattan anchorage of the 

Brooklyn Bridge, with a specific focus on the entrance 

to Park Row from Frankfort St. In addition to capital 

improvements proposed by Park Row Alliance and

Brooklyn Bridge Manhattan (see Reimagining Park

Row), the institution is supportive of bright signage in

the area that guides pedestrians to Chinatown, Pace 

University, and other destinations in Lower

Manhattan. Pace University also proposes a street art 

mural on Park Row that honors historical figures and 

improves wayfinding.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Scope of work details

• Budget and total project cost

• DRI funding request amount

• DOT and NYPD sponsorship

; proposed by Pace University

Park Row



13. Reimagining Centre Street
Beautification to promote pedestrian activity on Centre Street; including new seating, lighting, wayfinding, and 

signage that highlights the multicultural history of the area.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); proposed by

Total Project Cost: $360,000

DRI Funding Request: $360,000  

Location(s): Centre Street

The Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) seeks to beautify 

and promote pedestrian activity on Centre Street between Canal 

and Grand Streets. Capital improvements by DOT would include

installing street furniture (such as benches), improved street

lighting, WalkNYC wayfinding signs, specialty street signage, and 

sidewalk placards. In particular, specialty street signage and 

sidewalk placards would be used to highlight the history of the 

area - particularly Chinese and Italian heritage. MOCA also 

proposes limiting street parking to commercial vehicles only.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• Refined cost estimate

Museum of Chinese in America

between Canal and Grand Streets



14. Reimagining Park Row
Improved physical and visual connections to the Chinatown Core through beautifying and expanding pedestrian  

access to Park Row, enhancing an existing Brooklyn Bridge staircase, and creating a new signature park.

SPONSOR: NYC Department of Transportation (unconfirmed); proposed by 

Total Project Cost: $5,300,000

DRI Funding Request: $3,300,000  

Location(s): Brooklyn Bridge;

Reimaging Park Row seeks to improve the physical and visual 

connections between the Chinatown Core and the rest of Lower 

Manhattan through improvements to Park Row and the 

Manhattan terminus of the Brooklyn Bridge. Proposed capital 

improvements include beautifying Park Row and expanding 

access for pedestrians and cyclists; enhancing the stairway 

which connects the Brooklyn Bridge Pedestrian Path to Park 

Row through widening, renovations, and new lighting; creating a 

new signature park beneath the Manhattan anchorage of the 

Brooklyn Bridge; and installing new signage and wayfinding. The 

scope of work can be completed various scenarios for $5.3M,

$8.0M, or $11.1M in total project costs with DRI asks at $3.3M,

$6.0M, and $9.1M respectively.

Public Realm & Streetscape Improvements Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Park Row Alliance and Brooklyn Bridge Manhattan

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• DOT sponsorship

• NYPD support

• Refined cost estimates

Park Row
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CULTURAL & CIVIC CENTERS

Community Center & Creative Studio

Small Business Innovation Hub

Community Health and Mental Health Center at Hamilton-Madison House

Childcare and Family Support Center at Hamilton-Madison House

Asian Culinary Institute of New York

New York Vybes Restaurant & Community Space

St Teresa Soup Kitchen and Community Center

ICook Bowery AI Café

Health and Wellness Center at NYCHA

Chinatown Marquee Cultural Center

Chinatown Senior Public Health Center

Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD



15. Asian Culinary Institute of New York
Culinary school sharing space with the Mott Street Eatery to train professional chefs and kitchen staff to

address shortages in cooks experienced in Asian cuisine.

SPONSOR: Asian Culinary Institute of New York 

Total Project Cost: $199,690

DRI Funding Request: $199,690  

Location(s): 98 Mott St

Sponsor proposes opening the Asian Culinary Institute at 98 

Mott Street to train skilled cooks and kitchen workers to solve 

for hiring shortages that many Chinatown restaurants have 

experienced. The Asian Culinary Institute will share commercial 

kitchen space with the existing Mott Street Eatery Food Court.

DRI funds will be used to support acquiring kitchen equipment, 

as well as fitting out the classroom spaces with audio-video 

equipment, wifi, and other furniture to support classes. The

sponsor has identified funding for the project.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

north of Canal St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operations and maintenance plans and confirmation of funds



16. Community Center & Creative Studio
Community center with creative arts focus, including a multimedia performance space, sound and video editing 

studio, analog and digital darkroom, and more, supporting AAPI artists and open to the community.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Organization for Media Awakening (COMA) 

Total Project Cost: $1,313,175

DRI Funding Request: $1,313,175  

Location(s): 21 Pell Street

COMA proposes to renovate the 21 Pell Street theater space, 

creating a multimedia performance space along with sound and 

editing studio, and analog and digital darkroom. This will allow 

21 Pell to expand its uses as a community center and become a 

creative space for the next generation of AAPI storytellers, in 

honor of leading AAPI artists such as Elizabeth Sung and Corky 

Lee. 21 Pell Street has served as a community center since 2015 

and has hosted free cultural and community events with a focus 

on the Asian American experience. The sponsors have the 

support from the First Chinese Baptist Church which owns the 

building.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letter of intent from building owners

• Detailed operational plans and funding sources



17. Early Childcare and Family Support Center
Daycare center with additional support services for local families on NYCHA development.

SPONSOR: Hamilton-Madison House

Total Project Cost: $1,868,000 

DRI Funding Request: $500,000  

Location(s): 10 Catherine Slip

Hamilton-Madison House (HMH) proposes establishing an early 

childcare and family support center at 10 Catherine Slip at

NYCHA’s Smith Houses. The core components of the project 

include wall replacement, floor and ceiling repair, painting, 

HVAC, electrical upgrades, and other necessary repairs. This 

project would provide much needed day care and supportive 

services to families in the area. Sponsor has support from 

NYCHA and an existing agreement for the space, and is in 

discussions with NYCHA about specific capital improvements.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operational and maintenance plans and confirmation of funds

at Smith Houses



18. ICook Bowery AI Café
24-hour café integrating artificial intelligence cooking technology and digital delivery system.

SPONSOR: ICook Bowery Inc.

Total Project Cost: $970,000 

DRI Funding Request: $380,000  

Location(s): 90 Bowery

ICook Bowery, Inc. seeks to establish an Influencer's Smart 

Kitchen, a 24-hour cafe that integrates the usage of state- of-

the-art artificial intelligence cooking technology. The store may 

serve Taiwanese bubble milk tea, other trendy tea drinks, and 

dim sum cakes. The project will incorporate artificial 

intelligence (AI) and machine learning to automate processes, 

an online food ordering delivery system in the form of an app, 

which is already in both the Google and Apple App Stores, and

offer 24-hour service. The sponsor currently has a lease 

agreement at 90 Bowery St and identified funding for the 

project.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

at Hester St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operating and maintenance plans

• Permitting and licensing agreements



19. New York Vybes Restaurant & Community Space
Dining and community space showcasing Asian cuisine and local art.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Partnership; proposed by Skybird Hospitality Partners

Total Project Cost: $384,000 

DRI Funding Request: $384,000  

Location(s): 109 Mulberry St

Skybird Hospitality Partners proposes a creative dining and 

community space at 109 Mulberry St. New York Vybes will have 

a bar and dining area serving Asian cuisine, artwork from local 

artists on display, as well as community spaces. The sponsor has 

received a building permit for the cellar level of the building, 

received liquor license approval from the community board, and 

is finalizing its application to the State Liquor Authority. Skybird 

Hospitality will be responsible for operating the space. They 

have identified investment partners who will fund the startup 

capital of the project.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operating and maintenance plans

north of Canal St



20. Small Business Innovation Hub
Small business innovation center to support entrepreneurs and small businesses with training and workshops,

creative workspaces, such as photo and design studio or test kitchen; would also serve as a welcome hub for

tourists seeking information.

SPONSOR: Welcome to Chinatown 

Total Project Cost: $720,000

DRI Funding Request: $345,000  

Location(s): 324 Grand St

Welcome to Chinatown proposes the creation of a small business innovation

hub to support small businesses who currently lack the space or resources

to grow, despite making up 98% of Chinatown's economy. The center will

host 1:1 and large group workshops to help entrepreneurs apply for funding

and assistance programs, offer training and workshops, provide event space 

as well as hot desks and co-working spaces. The center would also host

creative workspaces led by Welcome to Chinatown, such as an app station,

creative hub with photo and design studio, consumer product good test 

kitchen, and more. Finally, the center would also serve as a tourism hub for

visitors to ask questions and receive recommendations. This proposal has 

also received letters of support from a number of small businesses in 

Chinatown. The sponsor has secured funding for a one-year lease, security 

deposit, and full-time office and creative manager, and has identified 

funding sources beyond year one.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

(first preference) or 115 Bowery St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Support and/or agreement from building owners



21. St Teresa Soup Kitchen and Community Center
Soup kitchen and community space to support food security for community members.

SPONSOR: Church of St Teresa; proposed by the Archdiocese of New York

Total Project Cost: $1,021,000 

DRI Funding Request: $510,500  

Location(s): 141 Henry St

The Church of St. Teresa proposes capital improvements to the 

existing Carmel House Community Center at 141 Henry Street to 

create a soup kitchen and community center. This updated 

space will support those that are food insecure in the greater 

Chinatown community, building off of the continued services 

that the church provides. DRI funds will support upgrades to 

converting the current kitchen into a commercial kitchen, 

improving the outdoor ramp, and other necessary church 

facade improvements to ensure public safety.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

West of Rutgers St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Confirmation of funds for operations and additional capital 

improvements



22. Chinatown Marquee Cultural Center
Cultural community center showcasing Chinatown's arts, cultural, and civic programming, including a public 

restroom and large outdoor LED screen to promote local events.

SPONSOR: Think!Chinatown

Total Project Cost: $985,165 

DRI Funding Request: $985,165  

Location(s): 88 East Broadway Mall

Think!Chinatown proposes creating The Chinatown Marquee at 

88 East Broadway Mall to showcase Chinatown's cultural 

programming, including a cultural welcome center, community 

kitchen, large-scale exterior LED screens to promote upcoming 

Chinatown cultural and civic events, large-scale murals by API 

artists, and a public restroom.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letter of intent for a lease with the building owner, who is 

currently involved in litigation with the City of New York, the 

site’s landowner

• Operations and maintenance plans



23. Chinatown Senior Public Health Self-
Monitoring Centers
Senior health centers to support elderly with health monitoring and other educational resources.

SPONSOR: Asian American Adult Daycare Association

Total Project Cost: $2,130,000 

DRI Funding Request: $750,000

Location(s): Confucius

The Asian American Adult Daycare Association proposes self-

monitor senior health centers in three locations across 

Chinatown. The health centers will provide seniors with digital 

vital monitors, health educational materials, health and safety 

seminars, and other resources to create greater healthcare 

awareness and reduce risk of at-home accidents. The proposed 

sites are an existing community center, exhibition hall, and adult 

daycare center. DRI funding would go towards upgrading these 

spaces and purchasing health equipment to support permanent 

wellness centers.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Gallery (33 Bowery St), Lee Family Association (41 Mott St), Cathay Adult Daycare Center (120 Baxter St)

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Support or agreement from site owners

• Scope of renovation and basis of cost estimates

• Operating and maintenance plans



24. Community Health and Mental Health Center
Community health and mental health center at Hamilton-Madison House to provide culturally and 

linguistically accessible services to community members.

SPONSOR: Hamilton-Madison House 

Total Project Cost: $2,350,000

DRI Funding Request: $550,000  

Location(s): 60 Madison St

Hamilton-Madison House (HMH) proposes to establish a facility 

for residents from all five boroughs to receive outpatient mental 

health services at 60 Madison Street. The existing site has been 

neglected for ten years and will require renovation to prepare it 

for use. The core components of this project include electrical 

upgrade, HVAC upgrade, sheetrock, painting, mechanical 

systems and finishes, flooring and ceiling repair and 

replacement, and other repairs necessary to prepare the facility 

for use. The operations would be an expansion of existing HMH 

programs into a larger facility.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

at Smith Houses

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letter of support from NYCHA

• Operational and maintenance plans



25. Health and Wellness Center
Health and wellness center providing health services in over three languages on NYCHA development.

SPONSOR: Vision Urbana, Inc.

Total Project Cost: $5,000,000 

DRI Funding Request: $4,500,000  

Location(s): 60 Madison St

Vision Urbana proposes to develop a Health and Wellness 

Center at 60 Madison St at NYCHA’s Smith Houses. This 

project will provide consistent health and wellness services 

and resources in over three of the highest speaking 

languages in Chinatown. The project will be done in

partnership with Public Health Solutions, NYC Department of 

Health, the Latino Commission on AIDS, and referral 

networks that include Gouverneur and Betances Health 

Center. The sponsor has secured a letter of support from the 

Smith Houses Resident Association.

Cultural & Civic Centers Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

at Smith Houses

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letter of approval from NYCHA

• Detailed cost estimates and confirmed funding sources

• Operations and maintenance plans



BUILDING UPGRADES



BUILDING UPGRADES



BUILDING UPGRADES

Equal Access at Hamilton Madison House

Chinese Tuxedo Building Façade Restoration

Confucius Plaza Co-Gen System

Building Façade Improvement & Energy Upgrade Fund

The Luminous Corridor Fund for Lighting and Security Cameras

Little Italy Building Façade Improvement

Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD



26. Chinese Tuxedo Building Façade Restoration
Historic building façade restoration for the Chinese Tuxedo Building.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Partnership; proposed by GC Eng Engineering Associates

Total Project Cost: $485,000 

DRI Funding Request: $190,000  

Location(s): 2 Bowery

The Chinatown Partnership proposes façade restoration for the 

Chinese Tuxedo Building, located at the corner of Bowery and 

Doyers Street. The restoration would include removal of later-

built façade components, restoration of existing cast-iron 

perimeter column covers on the street level, replacement of 

existing arches and glass fronts, and installation of replica 

Chinese Tuxedo sign above the former entrance. The building 

owners are currently in discussion to lease a portion of the 

ground floor retail for food service establishment.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

at Doyers St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letter of support from building ownership

• Permitting and other city approvals

• Confirmed additional funds



27. Equal Access at Hamilton Madison House
ADA accessibility improvements to community spaces at Hamilton Madison House so more people 

can access community programs and classes on second floor.

SPONSOR: Hamilton-Madison House 

Total Project Cost: $3,189,177

DRI Funding Request: $508,150  

Location(s): 50 Madison St

Hamilton-Madison House (HMH) proposes ADA accessibility 

improvements to the community spaces at HMH, which include:

1) installation of an elevator to create full access to second-floor

activity and administrative rooms, 2) 4 new ADA-accessible 

bathrooms, and 3) functioning lobby to safely check in 

community members and allow for appropriate pedestrian flow. 

These improvements would allow HMH to increase community 

programming, such as civics classes, translation services, and 

more. The sponsor has received support from NYCHA, including 

funding, and are currently in discussions with NYCHA about 

specific capital improvements.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

at Smith Houses

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Confirmed funding from NYCHA

• Basis for cost estimates



28. BCAI Small Business Accessibility Initiative
ADA accessibility for Chinatown.

SPONSOR: Art Beyond Sight

Total Project Cost: $1,500,000 

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Districtwide

BCAI proposes DRI funds for ADA accessibility to help building 

owners and businesses avoid ADA lawsuits.

Public Art & Branding Eligibility To Be Confirmed

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Confirm scope of work and proposal details (whether this is a 

fund or standalone projects)

• DRI funding request amount



29. Building Façade Improvement & Energy 
Upgrade Fund
Fund to support building façade improvements and energy conversions from gas to electricity at 

several buildings.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Manpower Project 

Total Project Cost: $3,000,000

DRI Funding Request: $3,000,000  

Location(s): Districtwide

Chinatown Manpower proposes a grant fund for building façade 

improvements and energy conversions from gas to electricity 

across Chinatown. Sponsor has identified and engaged a 

number of property owners to assess interest. The DRI funds 

are estimated to cover 10-12 building facade improvements, 

and 7-10 energy upgrades.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Sources of match funding

• Demonstration of interest and need from property owners 

who would use the fund

• Operations and plans for managing the fund



30. Confucius Plaza Co-Gen System
Installation of a cogeneration system at Confucius Plaza to serve residents in times of emergency.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Apartments, Inc.; proposed by Tudor Realty Services Corp.

Total Project Cost: $4,840,000 

DRI Funding Request: $1,936,000  

Location(s): 10 & 20 Confucius

Sponsor proposes installing a 600KW cogeneration system to 

provide electricity, domestic hot water, and emergency power to 

Confucius Plaza in Chinatown to serve the large population of 

elderly residents, particularly in times of emergency (such as 

Hurricane Sandy). Sponsor plans to use its reserve fund and 

excess income to partially finance the implementation of the 

project, as well as its long-term maintenance.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Approvals from HPD, DOB, and ConEd

Plaza



31. Little Italy Façade Improvement Fund
Grant fund for exterior building improvements in Little Italy.

SPONSOR: Little Italy Merchants Association

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): TBD

The Little Italy Merchants Association proposes a grant fund to 

support building improvements for historic facades, awnings, 

lighting, and signage that celebrate the iconic cultural character 

of the Little Italy neighborhood.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operations and plans for managing the fund

• Budget and total project cost

• DRI funding request amount

• Proposed locations

• Sources of matching funds



32. The Luminous Corridor Fund for Lighting & 
Security Cameras
Grant fund to install lighting and securing cameras across Chinatown.

SPONSOR: Immigrant Social Services, Inc.

Total Project Cost: $1,200,000 

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Districtwide

Sponsor proposes creating a fund to install new lighting and 

security cameras on the exterior buildings throughout the 

historic core of Chinatown and other locations in the DRI study 

area. The DRI funds are estimated to cover 500 buildings with 2 

lights and a 4-camera system. Immigrant Social Services, in 

partnership with Chung Pak LDC, has identified funding to 

implement the project on a reimbursable basis.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Demonstration of interest and need from property owners 

who would use the fund

• Operations and plans for managing the fund



33. On Leong Building Restoration
Building improvements to the historic On Leong building on Canal Street, including added lighting and

security cameras.

SPONSOR: On Leong Merchants Association 

Total Project Cost: $382,000

DRI Funding Request: $382,000  

Location(s):

On Leong Merchants Association proposes building repairs to 

their iconic building on Canal St. The building improvements will 

include roof repair and painting, installation of a flag and pulley, 

façade painting and repair, and new balconies. The sponsor also 

proposes adding more lighting on the top of the building to 

luminate Canal and Mott St, as well as installing security 

cameras to monitor Canal and Mott St.

Building Upgrades Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

On Leong Merchants Building at 83 Mott St

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Cost estimates for lighting and security cameras



PUBLIC ART & BRANDING



PUBLIC ART & BRANDING

Green Murals & Light Projection Art

Meet Chinatown Digital Directory

Chinatown Art-Eries

Chinatown Lights & Lantern Public Art Initiative

Chinatown & Little Italy Wall Murals

Chinatown Virtual City Shopping Platform

Get Your Bike On! Multimedia Public Art

Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Eligibility To Be Confirmed



PUBLIC ART & BRANDING

Green Murals & Light Projection Art

Meet Chinatown Digital Directory

Chinatown Art-Eries Fund

Chinatown Lights & Lantern Public Art Initiative

Chinatown & Little Italy Wall Murals

Chinatown Virtual City Shopping Platform

Get Your Bike On! Multimedia Public Art

Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Eligibility To Be Confirmed



34. Green Murals & Light Projection Art
Several artistic murals and light projections throughout the neighborhood, selected through a collaborative 

community-based process; murals will use paint that absorbs pollution.

SPONSOR: Murals for Good 

Total Project Cost: $458,800 

DRI Funding Request: $458,000  

Location(s):

Murals for Good, with support from UA3, Trinity Church, and the 

Chinatown Partnership, proposes public art murals to create a 

more welcoming neighborhood and encourage greater foot 

traffic to Chinatown. The murals will beautify sites that have 

been vandalized or defaced and are intended to last 10+ years. 

They will be created with decarbonizing paint, which has the 

ability to absorb CO2 emissions and improve thermal 

regulations in buildings. The artwork will also be paired with 

innovative augmented reality (AR) light projection art that can 

serve as public art installation, street lighting, and potential hub 

for information sharing and community gatherings. The sponsor 

has identified and engaged property owners at five sites: 11 East 

Broadway, 88 East Broadway, 75 East Broadway, 245 Canal St,

Public Art & Branding Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Districtwide, including: 11 East Broadway, 245 
Canal St, 88 East Broadway, and 75 East Broadway

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Letters of support from building owners

• Required city agency approvals

• Detailed operating budget and funding sources



35. Meet Chinatown Digital Directory
Free and accessible digital app platform mapping small businesses to promote discovery of Chinatown.

SPONSOR: Welcome to Chinatown

Total Project Cost: $300,000 

DRI Funding Request: $300,000  

Location(s): N/A

Welcome to Chinatown proposes a free and accessible digital 

platform for small businesses, locals, and tourists that will 

encourage greater exploration and (re)discovery of Chinatown. 

The Meet Chinatown digital app will provide an accurate 

representation of all small businesses in Chinatown, removing 

the burden on small businesses to finance, build, and maintain 

a digital presence. DRI funds will be used to support app 

development and digital wayfinding. Sponsor would be 

responsible for working with business owners and keeping the 

platform updated. The sponsor has an alpha version currently 

available at meetchinatown.com and will leverage existing 

partnerships with Resy, The Infatuation, NYC Go, and others to 

promote the platform.

Public Art & Branding Likely Eligible, Likely Feasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Clarification on how the platform will interact with physical 

wayfinding and signage



36. Chinatown & Little Italy Wall Murals
Art murals in several locations to celebrate Chinatown and Little Italy.

SPONSOR: American East West Arts and Cultural Exchange, Inc.

Total Project Cost: $402,500 

DRI Funding Request:

Location(s):

The American East West Arts and Cultural Exchange proposes a 

wall mural project celebrating Chinatown and Little Italy. The 

project will highlight art from local artists and art associations 

and will be coordinated with an annual weeklong Chinatown 

Little Italy Arts Festival for maximum branding and marketing. 

The sponsor will partner with organizations such as the

Chinese Cultural Art Association, Myanmar Chinese Association

of New York, North America Arts Association Comp, and Global

Artist League. The sponsor has identified several locations for 

potential murals, but has yet to secure letters of support or 

agreements from building owners.

Public Art & Branding Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Support or agreements from building owners

• Basis for cost estimates

• Funding sources

• Operating and maintenance plans

Districtwide with proposed locations at 93 Bowery, 
55 Chrystie St, and 9a Henry St

$152,500



37. Chinatown Art-Eries Fund
Grant fund to commission public art for Chinatown, selected through a community-driven process.

SPONSOR: Think!Chinatown

Total Project Cost: $650,000

DRI Funding Request: $600,000

Location(s):

Think!Chinatown proposes to establish a fund for public art to

commission site-specific, interactive and culturally relevant art

installations in the community on a regular (annual) basis.

Through an open RFP to artists with a review and selection 

process involving local residents and leaders, this annual 

commission would be foundational support to bring fresh and 

exciting public art to Chinatown’s parks, plazas, and open 

spaces. A portion of the funds would also be set aside to 

maintain and repair existing public art as needed.

Public Art & Branding Likely Eligible, Feasibility TBD

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Operations and management plan for the fund

Potential sites include: Canal St Triangle (DOT), 
Columbus Park (Parks), Forsyth Plaza (DOT), and 
other privately-owned property



38. Chinatown Lights & Lantern Public Art Fund
Fund for design and installation of light and lantern sculptures celebrating AAPI heritage.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Arts, Culture and Events

Total Project Cost: $250,000 

DRI Funding Request: $250,000  

Location(s): Districtwide

ChACE proposes a light and lantern experience in Chinatown 

starting in May 2023 to celebrate AAPI Heritage Month. The 

sponsor plans to host an open call for local artists to design 

lanterns or light sculptures and award 10 projects. Sponsor 

would be responsible for managing implementation,

coordination, and promotion of lanterns.

Public Art & Branding Eligibility To Be Confirmed

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

• Detailed plans for managing a fund



INELIGIBLE/INFEASIBLE PROJECTS
The projects in the following section do not meet DRI requirements for funding 
and/or are missing critical information.



Mott St Eatery Food Court Events
Events at Mott St Eatery Food Court.

SPONSOR: Mott Street Eatery

Total Project Cost:

DRI Funding Request:

Location(s): 98 Mott St

The sponsor proposes events at the Mott Street Eatery to 

support seniors and promote anti-Asian hate.

Ineligible
/Infeasib
le

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

As an event, this proposal does not meet DRI criteria.

Ineligible/Infeasible



Revive "Little Vietnam" Digital Marketing
Social media and digital platform to promote Little Vietnam.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Arts, Culture and Events

Total Project Cost: $30,000 

DRI Funding Request: $30,000  

Location(s): Little Vietnam

The sponsor proposes creating a focused digital presence for 

Little Vietnam on all social media platforms, publishing unique, 

business-specific and informative content, and helping 

businesses maintain their digital presence assess the efficacy of 

digital promotion and marketing.

Ineligible
/Infeasib
le

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

This proposal does not meet DRI criteria since the funding

request is below $100K.

Ineligible/Infeasible



Ping Pong Table Installations
Installation of ping pong tables along the East River Promenade.

SPONSOR: Chinatown Arts, Culture and Events

Total Project Cost: $50,000 

DRI Funding Request: $50,000  

Location(s): East River

The sponsor proposes installing permanent ping pong tables 

along the East River Promenade.

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

This proposal does not meet DRI criteria since the funding

request is below $100K.

Ineligible

Ineligible/Infeasible



68A Mott Storefront Improvement
Storefront improvement at 68A Mott St.

SPONSOR: Ma68store

Total Project Cost: $10,000 

DRI Funding Request: $10,000  

Location(s): 68A Mott St

The sponsor proposes beautification of its storefront at 68A 

Mott St.

Ineligible/Infeasible

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

This proposal does not meet DRI criteria since the funding

request is below $100K.



Expanding Light Up Chinatown
Permanent lanterns hanging above streets throughout Chinatown.

SPONSOR: Chinese Chamber of Commerce

Total Project Cost: TBD

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): Districtwide

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce seeks to improve safety and

draw visitors to the area through expanding street lighting in the 

area. The proposal involves expanding the existing Light Up 

Chinatown initiative, which involves hanging lanterns as lighting 

fixtures above streets in the Chinatown Core. Specifically, the 

proposer would like to extend the initiative to other parts of 

Chinatown and make the lanterns permanent fixtures.

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

While the proposer submitted a statement of intent, a detailed 
application and specific funding request were never provided.

Ineligible/Infeasible



Chinatown Virtual City Shopping Platform
Virtual reality branding and marketing platform.

SPONSOR: Wealth Creation Team, Inc.

Total Project Cost: $1,500,000 

DRI Funding Request: $1,300,000  

Location(s): N/A

The sponsor proposes a VR platform to create 3D online 

shopping experiences in Chinatown.

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

Proposal lacks critical details, including scope of work, operating 

and maintenance plans, source of funds, and the current DRI ask 

is larger than allowed by private entities

Ineligible/Infeasible



Get Your Bike On! Multimedia Public Art
Interactive public art and multimedia archive of Chinatown and Lower Manhattan history.

SPONSOR: Bicycle Utopia

Total Project Cost: $2,220,900 

DRI Funding Request: TBD

Location(s): N/A

The sponsor proposes interactive public art and multimedia 

archive of Chinatown and Lower Manhattan history. Bicycle 

Utopia, in partnership with Chinatown Partnership, and other 

members of the community will create a rich content library.

Outstanding Eligibility and/or Feasibility Requirements:

Proposal lacks critical details, including scope of work, operating 

and maintenance plans, source of funds, and other

Ineligible/Infeasible




