
 
DATA TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

SAGES CVS Challenge 
 
By signing up and obtaining an account with the SAGES Video Acquisition Portal, you have 
acknowledged that this is a data donation agreement between you and the Society of American 
Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES), with its offices at 11300 W. Olympic Blvd, 
Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA 90064 USA, and that you have understood and agreed with the terms 
and conditions of this agreement, which are delineated below: 
 

• SAGES is soliciting donations of videos of Laparoscopic Cholecystectomies for the purpose 
of conducting research studies. The first research project is a Computer Vision Challenge 
on the identification of the Critical View of Safety during Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy 
(described in www.cvschallenge.org). This project  and its derivatives are not intended for 
commercial reasons. The results of the study will be published in scientific journals. 

 
• Those videos must have been collected and/or developed within the framework of clinical 

quality improvement, and scientific and/or educational research approved by operative 
surgical consent from the patient or other means of institutional approval (e.g. Ethics 
Committee, Institutional Review Board, etc).  
 

• You are donating a copy of the original video, which will be completely deidentified. You 
have the rights to retain the original video, and SAGES will make no claims related to the 
original video footage.  

 
• The SAGES Video Acquisition Portal provides a secure de-identification process within its 

framework to remove Protected Health Information (PHI) from the video data and 
metadata; however, it is still the best practice and your responsibility to ensure that no 
PHI is included in the video after the de-identification process has occurred and prior to 
finalizing the submission to SAGES (NIH guidelines reference 
https://privacyruleandresearch.nih.gov/pr_08.asp). 
 

• After a de-identified video has been submitted to SAGES, it will not be possible to link the 
video with its originating donor, and it will be part of the collective dataset. After 
submitting, donations are non-traceable and cannot be revoked or returned. 
 

• You assert that you have the full legal rights to donate the data, and you are making this 
donation free of charge. 

 
  


