
C.E. Astro-physical Social & political Popular Culture Star Wars in
development

1957
The Sky at Night (BBC)
50-year programme

1962

Radio astronomy
discovers Quasars
(hyperluminous nuclei of
active galaxies)

Lucas graduates from high school

1963 Doctor Who (BBC)

1965
discovery of Cosmic
Microwave Background
Radiation

US begins “active combat” in
the Vietnam War

Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) organize large
anti-war campus protests

1966 Star Trek (original series) Lucas graduates from USC with BFA in
film

1967

● Lucas tries and fails to join the air
force (speeding tickets)

● Lucas is drafted for service in
Vietnam but fails his physical
(diabetes)

● Lucas enrolls in USC grad school for
film production

1968
Apollo 8 (lunar orbiter
with crew)

2001: A Space Odyssey Lucas meets and befriends Spielberg?

1969
Apollo 11 (lunar landing
with crew)

1970

Venera 7 (Soviet craft
successfully lands on
Venus; transmitting data)

● April 30: Nixon announces
US invasion of Cambodia

● May 1970 Student
Anti-war Strikes (including
Lucas’s alma mater, USC)

1972
Irrefutable evidence of
the existence of black
holes

1973

Skylab (earth orbiter with
crew)

● Trial of the Watergate
Burglars begins

● US withdraws from
Vietnam

Lucas starts writing!

1975
Vietnam War ends (after 20
years)

1976 Taxi Driver premiers

1977

Star Wars premiers!

May 1: First public screening
May 25: Full theatrical release

1978 The Deer Hunter premiers

1979 Apocalypse Now premiers

1983
Reagan refers to the Soviet
Union as the “Evil Empire”

https://royalsociety.org/blog/2022/06/brief-history-of-astronomy-astrophysics-and-cosmology-1945-2000/#:~:text=No%20record%20of%20this%20remarkable%20period%20would%20be%20complete%20without%20remarking%20on%20the%20extraordinary%20contributions%20to%20the%20public%20understanding%20of%20astronomy%20by%20Patrick%20Moore%2C%20whose%20The%20Sky%20at%20Night%20programme%20he%20presented%20once%20a%20month%20for%20more%20than%2050%20years.%C2%A0
https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/anniversaries/april/the-sky-at-night
https://royalsociety.org/blog/2022/06/brief-history-of-astronomy-astrophysics-and-cosmology-1945-2000/#:~:text=Consequently%2C%20radio%20astronomy%20developed%20very%20rapidly.%20It%20was%20soon%20discovered%20that%20the%20brightest%20sources%20away%20from%20the%20Galactic%20Plane%20were%20very%20distant%20extragalactic%20objects%2C%20which%20was%20to%20lead%20to%20the%20discovery%20of%20quasars%E2%80%94the%20hyperluminous%20nuclei%20of%20active%20galaxies%E2%80%94in%201962%2D63
https://royalsociety.org/blog/2022/06/brief-history-of-astronomy-astrophysics-and-cosmology-1945-2000/#:~:text=The%20discovery%20of%20the,by%20Yakov%20Zel%27dovich.
https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War#:~:text=U.S.%20military%20advisers%2C%20present%20in%20small%20numbers%20throughout%20the%201950s%2C%20were%20introduced%20on%20a%20large%20scale%20beginning%20in%201961%2C%20and%20active%20combat%20units%20were%20introduced%20in%201965.
https://cinema.usc.edu/news/article.cfm?id=9850#:~:text=filmmaker%20and%20benefactor-,George%20Lucas%20%E2%80%9966,-was%20awarded%20the
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lucas#Early_life:~:text=After%20graduating%20with%20a%20bachelor%20of%20fine%20arts%20in%20film%20in%201967%2C%20he%20tried%20joining%20the%20United%20States%20Air%20Force%20as%20an%20officer%2C%20but%20he%20was%20immediately%20turned%20down%20because%20of%20his%20numerous%20speeding%20tickets.
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/guide-to-diabetes/teens/fun-stuff/celebrities/george-lucas#:~:text=Just%20after%20he%20graduated%20from%20university%2C%20when%C2%A0he%20was%2023%2C%20George%20was%20drafted%20for%20the%20Vietnam%20War.%20During%20his%20physical%2C%20the%20doctors%20discovered%20that%20he%20had%C2%A0Type%202%20diabetes%20and%20told%20him%20that%20he%20couldn%27t%20go%20to%20Vietnam.%C2%A0
https://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/planetary/lunar/apollo8info.html
https://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/planetary/lunar/apollo11info.html
https://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/heasarc/headates/1970.html#:~:text=The%20Soviet%20spacecraft%20Venera%207%20lands%20on%20Venus%20and%20begins%20transmitting%20data%2C%20making%20it%20the%20first%20lander%20to%20successfully%20function%20after%20a%20soft%20landing%20on%20another%20planet.
https://depts.washington.edu/moves/antiwar_may1970.shtml#:~:text=On%20April%2030,on%20college%20campuses.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_astronomy#:~:text=1972%20CE%5B,black%20hole.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_astronomy#:~:text=1972%20CE%5B,black%20hole.
https://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/spacecraft/display.action?id=1973-027A
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/why-hollywood-turned-broken-men-into-heroes-after-the-vietnam-war-1.5570479#:~:text=Critics%20have%20called,Taxi%20Driver.
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/why-hollywood-turned-broken-men-into-heroes-after-the-vietnam-war-1.5570479#:~:text=Two%20other%20scenes,America%2C%22%20O%27Meara%20said
https://faroutmagazine.co.uk/george-lucas-original-vision-for-apocalypse-now/#:~:text=Lucas%20did%20not%20have%20the%20time%20to%20take%20on%C2%A0Apocalypse%20Now%2C
https://time.com/4975813/star-wars-politics-watergate-george-lucas/?utm_source=pocket_mylist

