
     

 

 

 

 

 

To: Interested Parties  

From: Global Strategy Group  

Date: May 31, 2022 

Re: New York Voters Strongly Support Amending the State Constitution to Expand Equal Rights Protections 

 

With the fight over abortion rights raging across the country, along with growing threats to LGBTQ individuals and the 

continued impacts of racism and racial violence, a recent survey of New York’s electorate shows that the state’s voters 

see discrimination as a salient threat that needs to be addressed and are strongly supportive of codifying expanded 

equal rights protections within the state constitution. If given the chance, the large majority are inclined to vote “yes” on 

a ballot amendment that would do just that. 

 

New Yorkers see discrimination as a serious problem that warrants leaders’ attention 
 
Voters view discrimination as a prevalent problem and put a priority on fighting it. Voters nearly-universally see 
discrimination in the country (95%) and  in New York (91%) as a serious issue, with nearly half (48%) saying it’s a major 
problem in the state. Majorities of voters say that discrimination occurs on our streets (68%), in our criminal justice system 
(62%), and in workplaces (61%). Eighty-three percent say that protecting equal rights and fighting discrimination should 
be a high priority in the state, including half who say it should be extremely important: 
 

 
 
Racism, specifically, is a top concern. In an open-ended question, the first thing that comes to mind when New Yorkers 
think about the problem of discrimination is racism and race-based hate, with Black people in particular seen as unfairly 
targeted. Moreover, only half (10% excellent, 41% good) give New York’s leaders positive marks when it comes to 
combating racism, while 49% say they are doing a not so good or poor job on the issue. 
 

Voters perceive that a broad set of rights and freedoms are at risk 
 
The national fight over abortion rights has broken through. Large majorities of New Yorkers have heard about the 
leaked Roe v. Wade decision (84%) and efforts to roll back abortion rights in states around the country (86%), and 
upwards of 70% say that they are concerned by each of these developments. More than three-quarters (77%) say that 
abortion rights are at risk in the country today, including a majority (57%) who say they are “very much” at risk. Even in 
New York, a state with relatively strong abortion protections, fully three-fifths (60%) think that abortion rights are at risk. 
 
But several other rights and freedoms are seen as at risk as well – including at the state level. In addition to 
abortion rights, a number of other rights and freedoms are perceived as at risk in the country today, including freedom 
for people of all races (71% at risk), freedom for immigrants (68%), transgender rights (62%), women’s rights (60%), and 
gay rights (57%). And again, even within New York, majorities say that the rights of racial minorities (64%), immigrants 
(63%), and transgender New Yorkers (55%) are at risk. 
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New Yorkers strongly support their state’s leaders taking action to address these problems 
 
Voters want their leaders to be doing more to protect New Yorkers’ rights and freedoms. Large majorities think 
state leaders need to be doing more to protect a host of rights and freedoms that affect them, their families, and their 
neighbors, including: 
 

Should New York’s leaders be doing more or doing less to protect each of the following? 

% 
Doing 
More  

  % 
Doing 
More  

 

86  Freedom for people of all races 79  Abortion rights 

86  Women's rights 78  Freedom of religion 

86  Freedom for women 77  Access to abortion 

85  Freedom to vote 76  Freedom to love and marry 

85  Rights of pregnant New Yorkers 75  Immigrants' rights 

83  Rights of racial minorities 74  Transgender rights 

83  Voting rights 74  Gay rights 

81  Reproductive rights 72  Freedom of gender expression 

80 
 Freedom for pregnant New Yorkers to 
control their own bodies 

71  Freedom for immigrants 

80  Reproductive freedom 70  Religious rights 

 
 
They are strongly supportive of enshrining these rights in the state constitution. A constitutional amendment 
expanding equal rights protections garners support from four in five voters, including strong support from nearly three in 
five:  
 

 
 

Voters are highly supportive of, and energized by, a potential ballot measure 
 

The large majority of voters are inclined to vote “yes” on a ballot measure to amend the state’s constitution to 

expand equal rights protections, and they think such an amendment would have a positive impact on 

communities across the state. When we describe what an actual ballot question might look like, including detailing 

what the amendment would do and who it would apply to (see Appendix for full text), 79% of voters tell us they are 

inclined to vote “yes.” Large majorities believe that passing this amendment would have a positive impact on New Yorkers 

of all stripes, from those who are pregnant (76%), to women (76%), to people of color (72%), to immigrants and first-

generation New Yorkers (69%), to those who are disabled (67%), to transgender (66%) and gay and lesbian (65%) New 

Yorkers. 
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The survey suggests that including this measure on the ballot would have a positive impact on voter turnout. 

Nearly two-thirds (65%) of voters who are inclined to support this amendment say that they would be more motivated to 

vote in a given election of they knew it was on the ballot. (Those who are opposed to this amendment, by contrast, are 

not energized to go out and vote against it, with only 36% saying they’d be more motivated to vote.) Majorities of young 

voters (65%), Black voters (62%), Democrats (66%), and unmarried women (62%) find the ballot measure motivating as 

well. 

 
ABOUT THE POLL 
Global Strategy Group conducted an online survey of 1,710 registered voters in NY, including 422 Black voters and 420 Hispanic voters, between May 

19 and May 30, 2022. The survey had an overall confidence interval of +/- 2.4%. Care has been taken to ensure the geographic, demographic, and 

partisan divisions of the population of registered voters is properly represented. 

 

 

Appendix: Full Text of Potential Ballot Measure Tested 
 

This amendment would expand the New York state constitution’s current ban on discrimination to also ban discrimination based on sex, ethnicity, 

national origin, pregnancy status, disability status, gender identity and expression, and sexual orientation. It would also expand protections against 

discrimination beyond what is currently supplied by federal law. 

 

The amendment would apply to the public sector, as well as to any private-sector business that provides public accommodations (such as restaurants, 

bars, or gyms) or allows the public to use its services (such as banks and movie theaters). 


