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Discerning buyers should have no beef 
with a Colonial soldier’s historic home, 
completely and elegantly restored on 
Killingworth’s Roast Meat Hill. 
BY CLINT RODENBERG. PHOTOS BY DENNIS CARBO.

SUMMER 2022 COAST /31/\30\ COAST SUMMER 2022

ON THE MARKET

R



n 1754, Eli-
sha Crane and 
Elizabeth Stevens 
married and began 
construction on a 
house which over 
time would also be-
come home to their 
seven children. 
There’s not a great 
deal more known 
about Elisha Crane 
other than he was 
born in Killing-
worth in 1728 and 
died in Killing-
worth in 1805. He 
also served as a 
Lieutenant in the 
American Revolu-
tionary War.

Fast-forward 250+ years to the current 
owners, originally from Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Michigan, who did an extensive 
search to locate a Colonial-era house 
midway between their daughters, residing 
in Boston and New York City. The search, 
which took them along the East Coast, 
ended when they toured the Elisha Crane 
house on Roast Meat Hill Road in Killing-
worth and fell in love with it, as well as the 
surrounding sylvan countryside. Killing-
worth’s proximity to airports, trains, and 
local restaurants, shops and beaches was an 
added attraction.

After living in the home for a time, the own-
ers set about assembling a “dream team” 

to bring the house and property decidedly 
into the 21st century, while honoring its 
historic past. They quickly found H. “Skip” 
Broom, the renowned Connecticut house-
wright, with 40 years experience and a full 
time crew of master craftsmen, to lead the 
renovation effort. Next came Christopher 
Thorp, the respected landscape architect 
brought in to transform six of the twelve-
acre property into beautiful gardens and 
serene vistas. The third member of the team 
was Richard Keith Langham, the sought-
after New York interior designer frequently 
on Architectural Digest’s annual AD 100 list 
with a client roster that included Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, and whose expertise with 
a luxe English country house style was what 
the owners envisioned.

The trio worked for two years to renovate 
this charming, eminently livable estate. 
Their success is apparent everywhere the 
eye travels and even in some places not 
readily evident. The extraordinary light-
filled great room is a showstopper, with its 
massive stone fireplace, antique wooden 
timbers and 30’ high ceiling urging you to 
sit down and feel completely at home. The 
rooms that follow are equally impressive. 
The pine-paneled living room has a wood-
burning fireplace, as does the adjoining 
intimate keeping room (with an original 
beehive oven). Adjacent is the dining room, 
with its hand-painted Gracie wallpaper 
mural, a glorious eat-in kitchen with a 
Lacanche French oven, and a separate 
butler’s pantry. Also on the first floor is the 
primary bedroom with ensuite bath, two 
walk-in closets including a washer/dryer. 

Upstairs are three attractive, comfort-
ably-sized bedrooms and two full baths. 
Handsome wide plank floors can be found 
throughout the house.

Nearby is a totally redone barn made into 
an entertainment center, where there’s 
fun for the whole family, including a home 
theater and a blue stone patio with a fire 
pit and ample seating. There’s also space to 
garage two cars.

The thoroughness of the renovation is 
impressive and includes new roofs, new 
windows, New 5 zone HVAC, new septic 
system, new whole house generator with 
internet connectivity, 6 zone audio system, 
a wine cellar and a unique bunk room 
that sleeps six. The entire house has been 
rewired and replumbed. And the list goes 
on…the landscaping is magical,with six 
acres of irrigated lawn, an aerated pond and 
extensive plantings with a stone bridge lead-
ing to a seating area to enjoy it all.

Many of the custom elegant furnishings 
are available for purchase from the seller. 
Priced at $2,950,000; listed by William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty. For a private 
showing, please call Margaret Muir at 203-
415-9187.

Clint Rodenberg enjoys writing about ex-
traordinary properties, and is also a realtor at 
William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty in 
their Madison office.
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172 Roast Meat Hill Road, Killingworth, 
Connecticut – The Historic Elisha Crane 
House (c. 1756)

How did Roast Meat 
Hill get its name?
The Elisha Crane house is at the inter-
section of two roads; Roast Meat Hill and 
Stevens. While likely Stevens Road was 
named for Elizabeth’s family, who owned 
property in the area, the origin of Roast 
Meat Hill’s name has long been disputed. 
The most plausible theory is that the area 
was the site of the Hammonasset Native 
American tribe’s winter camp where elk, 
moose, bear and deer were plentiful. Leg-
end has it early surveyors came across 
large piles of animal bones similar to the 
mounds of oyster and shellfish shells the 
tribe left at their summer camp near the 
shore. Historian David LeVasseur said it 
can be assumed the tribe did the same 
thing in the winter but with animal bones. 
Roast Meat Hill Road was also the main 
north-south road between the summer 
and winter encampments, increasing the 
likelihood of this version.


