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First Past the Finish 50/50 WINNER! 
On July 15, 2022, we announced the winner of our First Past the
Finish 50/50 Lottery held to support our dedicated law
enforcement officers and firefighters during the Games.
Congratulations to Ellen Bubbs and thank you to everyone who
purchased tickets!
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ABOUT THE GAMES

Dear 2023 World Police & Fire
Games supporter,
In just under a year, the World Police & Fire Games
will be held in Winnipeg, Canada. In our monthly
newsletter, we will inform our passionate
supporters of upcoming promotions, events,
updates, and more.

August 2022 Edition 

As the largest sporting event ever hosted in
Manitoba, the 2023 World Police & Fire Games
will be an exciting and rewarding community-
wide sports event that will take place from July
28 – August 6, 2023.
 

Held biennially, the World Police & Fire Games is
an Olympic-style competition with more than
8500 athletes representing law enforcement,
firefighters, and officers from corrections,
probation, border protection, immigration and
customs from 50+ countries across the world
competing in 60+ sports.
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Our re-designed website is now up and running! It
includes detailed information on the Games,
venues, accommodations and Winnipeg
attractions.

As the 2023 World Police & Fire Games will need
more than 3500 volunteers to help organize and
coordinate the event, we added new information
for all considering to volunteer! We encourage all
upbeat citizens from Winnipeg and nearby to apply
when registration opens in January 2023. 

Visit our website for more information, frequently
asked questions, and explore our LinkTree to view
our Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, LinkedIn, and
Twitter accounts!

http://www.wpfg2023.com/


ROAD TO 2023 NEWSLETTER

Press Conference at True North Square

August 2022 Edition 

ONE YEAR OUT CELEBRATION RECAP
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To mark the 365-day countdown to the Games
being hosted in Winnipeg, the 2023 World Police &
Fire Games held a One Year Out press conference
on July 15 at True North Square to celebrate the
milestone! 

Many were on-hand to welcome the world to
Winnipeg, including speakers such as Premier
Heather Stefanson, Federal Member of Parliament
Terry Duguid, and Deputy Mayor Markus Chambers,
who spoke about the excitement for the second
largest sporting event by participation, only after
the Summer Olympics. 

Chad Swayze, active member of the WFPS, Games
competitor, and Chair of the 2023 WPFG Host
Society, gave opening remarks on the Games and 

highlighted
the
dedication,
passion and
service of law
enforcement
and
firefighters 

who work every day to protect our community. 

“Many citizens interact with law enforcement
and firefighters on some of their toughest days,
so an event like this really provides the general
public with a chance to come out, watch and
interact with the athletes that are behind the
badge or under the helmet that they wouldn’t  

otherwise get to see. Best of all: the Games are
free for all citizens to attend,” said Swayze.

Premier Stefanson spoke about the Province's
support for this exciting community-wide event.
“We are proud that Winnipeg will host the 2023
World Police & Fire Games. The Province of
Manitoba is pleased to provide a $4.9 million grant
to support this event in celebrating the incredible
individuals who put their lives on the line to keep
our communities safe. We look forward to
welcoming and celebrating the police officers and
firefighters from around the world to our beautiful
province”.

More than 15,000 visitors will travel to Winnipeg,
creating a much-needed positive surge in the local
economy. Liberal MP Terry Duguid reiterated the
tremendous economic benefits the Games will
bring, “8,500 athletes and $85-million impact to our
community - if that isn’t poetry, I don’t know what
is.” 

To conclude the press conference, Mike Edwards,
Chief Operating Officer for the Games, announced
the opening ceremonies will be held at the Canada
Life Centre and feature world-class entertainment
to kick off the 2023 World Police & Fire Games. As
an unexpected surprise, the Games also
announced their mascot, a polar bear named Toba! 

FEATURED: The 2023 WPFG One Year Out press
conference was featured in several news articles,
including the CBC!

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-world-police-fire-games-one-year-away-1.6522004


Tailgate & Halftime Show at IG Field
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ONE YEAR OUT CELEBRATION RECAP

As the
second part
of the One
Year Out
Celebration
event, the
2023 World
Police & Fire
Games were
in the
tailgate area
at IG Field   
and were the featured halftime show for the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers game against the Calgary
Stampeders on July 15!

Our members provided free handouts, organized
cornhole for kids to play, and interacted with fans
to raise awareness for the Games. The Games were
set up between the Winnipeg Fire Service’s Fire
House and the Winnipeg Police Service’s Officer &
Police dog station. The official mascot for the
Games, a polar bear named Toba, made his debut
appearance. He was seen dancing, playing games
of cornhole and football, and taking lots of photos
with families!

Thereafter, the Games headlined the on-field
halftime show where a friendly, albeit competitive,
Rugby 7s game featuring local law enforcement and
firefighters, engaged fans and raised excitement
within the community for an attendance of 30,000+ 

Our One Year Out Celebration event was a
resounding success, and we would like to thank
True North and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers for
their tremendous support in helping us host and
promote the Games. We would also like to thank
Premier Heather Stefanson, Liberal MP Terry
Duguid, Deputy Mayor of Winnipeg Markus
Chambers, as well as city council members,
Manitoba Cabinet Ministers, local law enforcement
and firefighters for attending our event!

spectators. Meanwhile, Toba and the WPFG team
walked through the concourse, taking pictures,
handing out stickers to kids, and giving lots of high
fives! 



2022 World Police & Fire Games in Rotterdam
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Congratulations to the city of Rotterdam for the
resounding success of hosting the 2022 World
Police & Fire Games! The 2023 WPFG Host Society
travelled to Europe to promote the Games in
Winnipeg next year, participate in the festivities,
and watch our Canadian athletes compete.

The opening ceremonies took place in the Stadion
Feijenoord, and more than 5500 participants
participated in the Athlete’s March to kick off this
spectacular event. The 2023 WPFG team handed out
“Winnipeg, Canada” scarves to hundreds of Canadian
athletes as they marched into the stadium together.
Family, friends and spectators cheered on the
dedicated law enforcement officers and firefighters
as the flame was lit to signal the commencement of
the Games!

We would like to congratulate all the athletes who
competed, including our very own Chad Swayze,
Chair of the Board of Directors, who won Gold in
Target Archery, and Cheri Bergman, Corrections
Officer and Member of the Board of Directors, who
won Gold and Silver in indoor rowing! They proudly  

represented our team, their profession and Canada
as they competed in the Games.

During the Games, the 2022 World Police & Fire
Games hosted a memorial service to pay homage
to the officers and firefighters who lost their lives
protecting our communities. We are eternally
indebted to their service and to honour their
legacy, Canada laid a wreath to commemorate
their lives during the emotional and moving
observance. 

It was amazing to witness the camaraderie and
determination of the athletes throughout the
Games. The closing ceremonies marked the end of
the Games and included the passing of the official
flag from Rotterdam to Winnipeg. On that note, we
look forward to seeing you all in Winnipeg next
year! 



UFFW Summer Picnic & Morris Stampede
Coming soon on our website, we will recap our
time at Tinkertown for the United Firefighters of
Winnipeg's annual summer family picnic, and the
Morris Stampede. Our team was on-hand to
provide giveaways and raise excitement for the
Games!

Athlete Registration
For athletes considering competing in the World
Police & Fire Games next year in Winnipeg, the
time for you to register is coming soon! Athlete
registration opens Late 2022 where athletes can
register at our early discount rate. Updates will be
provided regularly on the website, so keep an eye
out! 

The 2023 Winnipeg World Police and Fire Games office and Sport Venues are located on Treaty One lands, the original territories of the Anishinaabe,
Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, Lakota, and Dene peoples, and the homeland of the Métis Nation. The Winnipeg World Police and Fire Games proudly

acknowledges our role in the many relationships that make up our home and commit to a spirit of reconciliation for the future.

TRIED AND TRUE: From Fan, to Competitor,
to Ambassador
Winnipeg Police Service Chief Smyth posted an
article on his substack, written by Staff Sergeant
Michelle Wagner. S/Sgt Wagner detailed her
experience and excitement for the World Police &
Fire Games next year in Winnipeg. Visit the link
here to read the article that has been shared to
WPS members and citizens around the world!

Launch of our TikTok
Toba has been having all sorts of fun, including
following a few fun TikTok trends! Check out our
new TikTok account for some highlights of Toba's
adventures around the office, and much more.

2022 Can-Am Police Fire Games
The Can-Am Games were recently held from July
25 - July 31, 2022 in Windsor, Ontario. The Can-Am
Games are a multi-sport event that features more
than 600+ law enforcement officers and
firefighters from North America to compete in 40
sports. 2023 WPFG was proud to be one of the
sponsors for the Can-Am Games and we hope to
see those athletes in Winnipeg next year!

BE ON LOOK OUT (BOLO)! 
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https://winnipegpolice.substack.com/p/2023-world-police-and-fire-games
https://www.tiktok.com/@wpfg2023

