
Official 2023 WPFG Merch is here!
This month, we launched our official 
merchandise (merch).
The merch makes great holiday gifts for you,
your family, and your friends. So, make sure to
purchase before November 5th to ensure
your items arrive by the holidays. Check it out
by clicking the links attached below.

*****
Athlete Registration
Registration is opening soon! Are you an athlete competing in the 2023
WPFG? Athlete registration opens December 1st, 2022, where athletes can
register at our early bird rate. Updates will be provided regularly on the
website and social media, so be on look out (BOLO).

*****
Share the Excitement
WPFG is a great event because of the sportsmanship, skill, and competition,
but it also brings first responders from around the world together. If you
would like to spread information about the Games at your local station or
workplace, please send us an email (info@wpfg2023.com) to receive a poster
you can put up to inform your coworkers!

SIGN UP FOR UPDATES ABOUT VOLUNTEERING!

As the largest sporting
event ever hosted in
Manitoba, the 2023 World
Police & Fire Games will
be an exciting
community-wide sports
event that will take place
from July 28 – August 6,
2023.

Held biennially, the World
Police & Fire Games is an
Olympic-style competition
with more than 8500
athletes representing law
enforcement officers and
firefighters from 50+
countries across the
world competing in 60+
sports.

Dear 2023 World
Police & Fire
Games supporter,
The World Police & Fire
Games are coming to
Winnipeg, Canada! In our
monthly newsletter, we
will inform our supporters
of upcoming events,
updates, and more.
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Are you interested in volunteering for the
Games? Visit the Volunteer tab on our website
and fill out our form to stay up-to-date on the
latest news regarding volunteering! 

Open for all to join and registration
opens in January 2023! 

WHAT'S NEW WITH 2023 WPFG

mailto:info@wpfg2023.com
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you have since retired. Although full eligibility
requirements can be found here.

Athletes of all ages and skill levels can compete in
the games. Bracketing ensures that athletes
compete against others who have similar skills or
are of similar ages; this ensures fairness and gives
everyone a chance at gold. 

Often older athletes worry that the Games will be
filled exclusively with young police officers and
firefighters. However, the folks with the most time
to train and compete are often retired. In fact, many
of the medals went to retired officers in Rotterdam,
Netherlands, where the past Games were held.

VOLUNTEER:
If you still aren’t sold on competing in the games, or
if you would like to be even more involved,
volunteering is also an option!

WORLD POLICE AND FIRE GAMES

IT

less than a year, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, will host the 2023 World Police
and Fire Games (WPFG).

2023WPFG will be the largest sporting event by
participation that Winnipeg will ever see! We
expect to see 8,500 athletes coming to the city
with their families to participate. Over ten days, 62
sports will take place at over 30 venues           
 across     the city. 

The Games take place between July 28 - August 6
in 2023, and there are two ways to get involved.

COMPETE:
Compete, you say? Yes! The WPFG has more than
60 Olympic-style sporting events, meaning there
quite literally is something for everyone. There are
traditional sports and leisure sports such as
angling, archery, bowling, corn hole, curling, golf,
and wrist wrestling. 

One of the sports being introduced for the first
time in the Games’ history at 2023 WPFG is
pickleball. Pickleball is a relatively new sport that
continues to grow in popularity. Pickleball can be
played inside or outside and is similar to tennis, but
it is slower, easier to learn, and has less ground to
cover. It is kind of like a mix of tennis, badminton
and ping pong. 

In pickleball, players use a racket to hit a polymer
ball over a net. The ball must stay in bounds and
can only bounce once per side.

IN
The game ends when a player or team reaches 11 or 15
points. If pickleball sounds like fun to you, consider
playing it at the 2023 WPFG! 

To qualify to compete in
the games, all you have
to do is meet certain
eligibility requirements.
For retired officers, this
generally means
providing proof that you
have been employed as
a police officer and that 

https://cpaf.org/wpfg-eligibility/
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It is an opportunity to connect with like-minded
individuals and create bonds that could last a
lifetime, not to mention having a lot of fun in the
spirit of sports and competition.

Whether you compete or volunteer in the games, we
greatly encourage you to get involved in one way or
another. It is a once-in-a-lifetime experience to be
involved in an event Manitobans and competitors will
remember for a lifetime. 

2023WPFG
Given that the 2023 WPFG is the largest sporting
event Manitoba will ever host, we need a ton of
volunteers. People can volunteer for more than ten
areas, ranging from registration to results to food
services. A full list of the volunteer areas can be
found on our website. 

When you volunteer
with the games, you
are provided with
training, a uniform, an
appreciation party,
and of course,
volunteer hospitality
while you’re
volunteering!

If you are interested in volunteering, you can sign up
for the volunteer interest form to ensure you don’t
miss volunteer registration or any important
updates. 

WHY BE INVOLVED
The 2023 WPFG is an international event that will
bring young and seasoned police officers,
firefighters, border patrol officers, and corrections
officers together. 
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The 2023 World Police and Fire Games takes place in Winnipeg from July 28 - August 6th 
Athlete registration opens in December
Volunteer Registration opens in January 

DATES TO REMEMBER

https://www.wpfg2023.com/volunteer
https://www.wpfg2023.com/volunteer
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When I started working for the 2023 World Police
and Fire Games, I never imagined I would be
standing on the roof of a six-story building about to
climb over the rail for a team-bonding activity. But
within two months, that was precisely what I was
doing. 

I was super excited when one of my colleagues
organized a rapelling event with Jeff Shirr, a
constable with the RCMP. I love watching rescue
shows and couldn’t wait to give it a try. But as soon
as we arrived at the training facility and I saw the
building we would repel down, the nerves began to
set in. First of all, six stories is much taller than it
looks. And there were balconies, which acted as
obstacles. I quickly realized this would not be nearly
as easy as it looked in the shows.

The second group stood on the ground cheering as
Jeff and Chad (firefighter and chair of the board)
gave me a few final instructions before I started my
descent. Once I left the balcony, it wasn't so bad. It
was nerve-racking but pretty fun. 

Next, it was time to try a 
higher distance. My group 
followed Jeff up to the top
 balcony. I glanced over the 
edge and realized how high 
up we were. Then I heard 
Jeff instruct us to follow 
him. Around the side of the 
building, there was a 
terrifying ladder that led 
to the roof. Once I was up the ladder, I knew that I
would be rapelling down. It somehow seemed less
scary than climbing down the ladder. 

When it was Sydney and I's time to go, she jumped
over first and waited for me as I held on to Jeff and
slowly inched myself over the roof ledge. Then we
had to maneuver our way off the ledge without
hitting our heads on the cement block slightly below
the roof we had been standing on. 

As Sydney and I began our descent, the wind picked
up, and it started to rain. We both began to spin in
the wind as we approached the second balcony—
spinning and not being able to stop while five floors
above the ground wasn't fun. As I was spinning, I
thought maybe I actually didn't like this. It was pretty
scary and a lot more technical than I had imagined. 

Extreme Team Building: Rapelling
As experienced by Delaney O'Hara, Communications Coordinator, 2023 WPFG

I watched the first two group members go. Then it
was my turn, and I realized I would have to climb
over the balcony and let go. I've  always been a
little scared of heights and tried to keep my
distance from balconies just in case I fell over.
Now I was purposely climbing over the other side.

 My coworker and repelling partner, Sydney, had no
fears. As I crawled over the balcony, she was
dangling between the balcony and the ground,
swinging back and forth, waiting for me.
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We started on
the first story,
where we only
had a short
distance to
repel. 
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As fun as repelling looks and is, I imagine it would be
extremely difficult to do it everyday in high intensity
situations. 

After we had left the last balcony, I finally felt relief. I
had repelled down a building. Something few people
can say they have done. Repelling is one of the many
experiences I am sure I will tell stories about and look
back on with happiness. 

The adrenaline, reliance on team members and
physical ability of this one exercise really brought into
perspective what law enforcement and firefighters do
everyday. Our team did this as a way to bond, but also
experience, on a very small scale, what athletes in
these Games experience everyday. Not to mention, we
did this in a supportive and safe atmosphere.
Professional law enforcement and firefighters risk
their lives for our safety everyday, and it was only in
this small experience that I began to fully appreciate
the bravery, skill and expertise that it takes to do
these types of acts.

I could not imagine attending work each day to put
myself in these types of situations to protect and
serve the public. I’ve always had a respect and
appreciation for law enforcement and firefighters, but
this experience truly amplified my appreciation. Thank
you to all law enforcement and firefighters for putting
yourselves at risk to protect the public each and every
day. I am so truly grateful. 

Extreme Team Building: Rapelling
As experienced by Delaney O'Hara, Communications Coordinator, 2023 WPFG



Boo at the Zoo!
Toba has been busy at Boo at the Zoo this month.
The community events team spent six evenings at
the Assiniboine Park Zoo. Toba took pictures with
the kids and gave out lots of high-fives and hugs.
Toba even had a few impromptu dance battles!
Toba's handlers handed out stickers and spoke with
parents about the Games. 

October Community Events
The community events team was busy in October.
The team attended the Winnipeg Force FC Golf
Tournament, Run for the Cure, and the WFPS Half-
Marathon. 

Technical Leads Recruitment 
We are recruiting Winnipeg and nearby residents for
volunteer positions of Technical Leads, who will be
an integral part of our team leading up to and during
Games time. The Technical Leads will help
coordinate the execution of their assigned sport.
Visit our website to learn more and sign up.

Hotel Accomodations
On August 15, 2022, the discount codes for our
partner hotels went live. With an expected 15,000
athletes and their family and friends travelling to
Winnipeg, the Games partnered with premier hotels
in the city to ensure our visitors have an enjoyable
and affordable stay in Winnipeg. Head over to our
website now before they run out! The hotel
discounts can be found under the Accommodations
tab on the front page of our website. 

Sport Schedule
Have you found out when your events will be taking
place yet? Check out the sports schedule on our
website to learn when and where the events will take
place so you can participate in or watch your
favourite sport (don't forget, there is no fee for
spectators)!

The 2023 Winnipeg World Police and Fire Games office and Sport Venues are located on Treaty One lands, the original territories of the Anishinaabe,
Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, Lakota, and Dene peoples, and the homeland of the Métis Nation. The Winnipeg World Police and Fire Games proudly

acknowledges our role in the many relationships that make up our home and commit to a spirit of reconciliation for the future.

BE ON LOOK OUT (BOLO)! 
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