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HOW TO USE THIS CHART:

On days with questionable air quality, superintendents shall check purpleair.com at 5:00am.

If the Air Quality Index (AQI) is listed at 275 or above, districts may cancel classes. The superintendent will
notify the county superintendent, their district staff and families.

District/Site staff must be informed of any and all restrictions that are in place based on the AQI as noted on
the table below.

4. Personnel: At an AQI of 275 or above, schoal is closed. Essential personnel (maintenance, administrative)
may be called in to work.

AQIl Index

School in
Session?

MODERATE (51-100)

Unusually sensitive people should consider
reducing prolonged or heavy outdoor exertion

UNHEALTHY (151-200)

The following groups should avoid all physical
outdoor activity: People with heart or lung
disease, children and
older adults. Everyone else should avoid
prolonged or heavy exertion.

Yes (< 275)

VERY UNHEALTHY (201-300)
Everyone should avoid any outdoor exertion;
people with respiratory or heart disease, the
elderly and children should remain indoors.

No (> 275)
Classes cancelled at
district's discretion

HAZARDOUS (300-500)
Everyone should avoid any outdoor exertion;
peaple with respiratory or heart disease, the
elderly and children should remain indoors.

1)  Sensitive Groups include all children under age 18 and adults with asthma or other heart/lung conditions.

Recommended Actions

Recess / Lunch Physical Education

Athletic Practice & Training

Ensure unusually sensitive
individuals are medically individuals are medically

Ensure unusually sensitive Ensure unusually sensitive

individuals are medically

managing their condition managing their condition.

Scheduled Sporting Events

Ensure unusually sensitive
individuals are medically
managing their condition.
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All activities should be
moved indoors as much as
reasonably possible.

All activities should be moved | All activities should be moved |
indoors as much as indoors as much as |
reasonably possible. reasonably possible.

No outdoor activity.
All activities should be
moved indoors.

No outdoor activity. No outdoor activity. |
All activities should be moved = All‘activities should be moved |
indoors. indoors. i

No outdoor activity.
Avoid any prelonged,
moderate, or vigorous

indoor activity.

No outdoor activity.
Avoid any prolonged,
moderate, or vigorous

indoar activity.

No outdoor activity.
Avoid any prolonged,
moderate, or vigoraus

indoor activity.

Event should be rescheduled
or. relocated.

Event must be rescheduled
or relocated.

No outdoor activity.
Avoid any prolonged,
aderate. or vigorous indoor
activity.
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November 14, 2018

Dear Community Member:

On behalf of the Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE) and the 40 school districts of Sonoma County, | would like to
thank you for your patience and adaptability as schools close due to air quality concerns. We recognize that school
closures create inconvenience by taxing family schedules. It is our desire to keep children in school whenever possible so
that learning can continue while also taking every step possible to ensure student safety. We have seen that air quality
concerns due to wildfires are becoming more and more frequent. This has prompted the need for schools to establish
common procedures for how to deal with this so that families can know what to expect.

For this reason, SCOE and the school districts of Sonoma County met Tuesday, Nov. 13, to adopt guidelines for when
schools should cancel classes due to poor air quality. School districts agreed to use these guidelines as they determine
whether to cancel classes. The following guidelines utilize the Environmental Protection Agency Air Quality Index (AQI)
numbers as well as guidance for schools from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). They are based on standards
previously established by Santa Rosa City Schools as well as those of nearby counties.

Under these guidelines, districts will:

Consult the website purpleair.com at 5:00am on the day of the closure.
Consider cancelling classes at an AQI of 275 or higher.

Report closures to SCOE. SCOE will report them to the media and on scoe.org.
Report closures to affected families through pre-established channels.

Why the level 275? Although an AQI level of 301 is the threshold for “Hazardous” air quality for adults, since students are
ages 4-18, a lower level was considered appropriate. This came in consultation with the county health director as well as
guidance from the CDC with an understanding that air quality tends to worsen as the day progresses.

Why decide at 5:00am? It is difficult to make an accurate prediction of the AQI the night before. These major decisions
must be made with the best information available, and that information is not available until the morning.

Generally, we believe that students are in a safer air quality environment when they are in school. This is because schools
typically use filtered air while many homes may not have this ability. As well, students have greater opportunities for
indoor activity. While these standards provide a baseline for districts when considering the cancellation of classes, it is
ultimately each district’s decision to determine what is best for their students and staff. Local factors could include
availability of quality air filtration as well as regional air quality.

Based on our research, we have learned that experts are still working to determine the best websites for monitoring the

risks of smoke as well as the best actions for ensuring public health. Should new information arise, these guidelines may
be adapted to align with best practices.

Sonoma County$uperintendent of Schools

Steven D. Herrington | Sonoma County Superintendent of Schools
Board of Education | Gina Cuclis, Herman G. Hernandez, Peter Kostas, Andrew Leonard, Lisa Wittke Schaffner



