
 

September 14, 2022  

  

Alex Westhoff 

San Francisco Planning Department 

49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

 

Re: Castro Theatre, 429 Castro Street (Block 3582, Lot 085) 

 

Mr. Westhoff,  

 

We understand you are the assigned planner for a proposed project and Article 10 landmark designation 

amendment for the Castro Theatre. San Francisco Heritage (SF Heritage) has closely followed proposed changes 

to the theatre building and programming since the announced change of operations to Another Planet 

Entertainment (APE) early this year. Both staff and members of the Projects and Policy Committee of our board of 

directors have reviewed plans for the proposed changes to the building with the team of consultants contracted 

by APE, and have provided design suggestions and technical advice. 

  

SF Heritage appreciates the level of professional attention that APE has given to the restoration of interior 

elements of the theater, particularly conservation of the chandelier, the auditorium’s cast-plaster details, and the 

original proscenium. However, SF Heritage objects to the proposed removal of the raked theater seating of the 

orchestra level for the installation of open tiers or platforms to accommodate temporary seating 

arrangements.  

  

While the Castro has proven itself adaptable to a variety of performance types, it was designed to be a “movie 

palace,” intended for the showing and appreciation of film. A limited removal of some rows at the front of the 

orchestra providing space for dancing or other use could possibly be an acceptable modification, but permanent 

theatre-style seating is a significant aspect of the Castro Theatre auditorium. We advocate that such a 

description be included as a character-defining feature in the amended city landmark ordinance initiated by the 

Board of Supervisors on May 24, 2022, and signed by the mayor on June 3, 2022.  

  

San Francisco Heritage is a 51-year-old nonprofit organization with a mission to preserve and enhance both San 

Francisco’s architectural and cultural identity. The preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of this special 

site is as important as the physical details. The Castro Theatre’s importance as a center of film appreciation and 

as a cultural icon of LGBTQ+ life and artistic expression has grown to an immense level of significance since the 

1977 city landmark designation. The amending of the ordinance to reflect this significance is appropriate and 

necessary.  

 

SF Heritage supports including in the amended city landmark designation the theatre’s importance as a center 

of film appreciation and as a significant cultural space for LGBTQ+ communities. 

 

Thank you for you attention to these concerns and recommendations. The Castro Theatre is one of the city’s 

great treasures and its future a relevant concern to all San Franciscans. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Karalyn Monteil 

President & CEO 

 

 

cc:  

Supervisor Rafael Mandelman 

LGBTQ Cultural District 

Castro Theatre Conservancy 


