
 

 

 

 

May 13, 2022 

 

 Dear Wood Dale Community Leadership, 

 

The mission of the Stanford Center on Longevity is to accelerate and implement scientific 

discoveries, technological advances, behavioral practices, and social norms so that century long 

lives are healthy and rewarding.  

 

I am the founding director of the Center and when I first heard about the proposed 

intergenerational program Alan Scimeca and his colleagues designed for the Radcliff 

community, I was immediately impressed.  I have worked in this field for more than thirty years 

and their program is the most innovative intergenerational concept I have encountered.  If 

implemented, it is poised to become a national and international model for interventions that 

benefit multiple generations. Not only does it have the potential to build strong personal 

relationships between older and younger people, it will also offer an extraordinary opportunity 

for foster teens to enter the workforce exquisitely well-prepared as health care providers for older 

people, thus giving youths who have faced disadvantages in their lives an opportunity to begin 

their professional notably advantaged.  

 

I understand from Alan that there is a City planning meeting on Monday during which time the 

program will be discussed. If it would be helpful for me to participate via video conference, I 

would be happy to speak to the potential benefits of building relationships across generations, 

while also contributing to new training models for health care professionals. In any event, please 

know that I am deeply impressed by the plans.  

  

My colleagues and I at the Stanford Center on Longevity will be delighted to partner with The 

Radcliff and the city of Wood Dale on this initiative and look forward to advancing a two-year 

partnership to document and disseminate its effects.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 Laura L. Carstensen 

 Professor of Psychology and 

 Fairleigh S. Dickinson Jr. Professor of Public Policy 

 Director, Stanford Center on Longevity  

 Littlefield Bldg. Lasuen Street  

 Stanford, CA 94305  


