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On the 30th of July 2023, on Gadigal country in Sydney, the Australian Law Students Association held their
Annual General Meeting in which the 2023/24 Committee was elected. I am pleased to announce that I was
successfully elected as the President of ALSA for 2023/24. During the AGM, prior to the vote, there was
significant discussion in relation to two motions that TULS put forward: the first regarding increasing ALSA
moots to 4 preliminary rounds and the second about creating a tiered ticketing system to ensure equitable
access to the national conference. These motions proved more divisive than I first anticipated and I knew that
they had either won or lost me the election. 

My campaign consisted of a minute and a half speech on my experience and leadership qualities and then I
answered three questions from the outgoing ALSA committee. I would like to thank everyone who put their
faith and their votes in me; I wouldn’t be in the position without the support of TULS and the Law School
community more broadly. 

The Australian Law Students’ Association (‘ALSA’) is a national not-for-profit organisation, serving as the
peak representative body for law students in Australia, and the voice of 40 student organisations and over
40,000 students nationwide. ALSA acts in the interests of law students through advocacy, education, skills
development and thought leadership. It is my mission as ALSA President is to ensure that engagement with
the association increases and is valuable for all law students. I plan on working closely with each Law Student
Society or Association President (across Australia) and help give them a voice in their respective universities
and states. I also want to increase access for rural and regional universities and their students by ensuring
equitable access to ALSA activities and the National Conference. 

In 2024, ALSA will be hosting their National Conference in lutruwita/ Tasmania. This is an exciting
opportunity for our law students as we will be put at the epicentre of the national stage. Once again, TULS
will send a team for all of the ALSA competitions; Negotiations, Client Interview, Witness Examination and
the International Humanitarian Law and Championship Moots. Keep your eyes peeled for information from
the Competitions Team about how you can get involved! This will be a great opportunity to network with
other law students from across the country as well as the ability to show some Tassie pride. 

There is also an ALSA Conference Subcommittee which UTAS students are encouraged to join to get a
behind the scenes look at what goes into running a national conference and getting your foot in the door with
ALSA. If you’re interested keep your eyes peeled on the ALSA socials or send an EOI to
conference@alsa.asn.au.

Lucy Milne
Incoming ALSA President





Earlier this year, I competed in the ALSA Red Cross International Humanitarian Law Moot at the ALSA
Conference in Sydney, and it was an extremely valuable experience that I would recommend to any law
student.

Anyone that knows me will attest to the fact that I’ve had a bit of a mooting addiction throughout my
degree. This moot was the fourth intervarsity moot I competed in, but it will be the last because I am
graduating this year (I hope). However, I was keen to sign up for one final moot and go out with a bang
because the other three had been online thanks to COVID, and competing in person is a vastly different
experience. While I advocate for mooting in general, I would particularly recommend competing in person
because there is nothing else quite so nerve-racking yet rewarding. 

The moot concerned two crimes in the International Criminal Court; the deportation of civilian populations
and attacks against civilian objects causing environmental harm. I dealt with the first issue while my co-
counsel, Kate Cosgrove, dealt with the second. Henry Southcott was our solicitor, so he was required to be
across both! I originally had very little experience with international law in general, let alone humanitarian
law, having only touched upon it in the international law core unit two years prior. However, moots require
you to take on a lot of information extremely quickly, regardless of your pre-existing knowledge. It is for
this reason, among others, that I believe they are one of the best ways to learn the law. For example, despite
having very little knowledge of humanitarian law prior to the moot, I am now doing my honours project on
the same issues that I argued on in the problem. These issues happen to be the same ones present in Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, my focus for honours, which shows the real-world application of the problems
explored in mooting.

After six weeks of frantic research and writing of submissions, we jetted off to Sydney to compete at the
ALSA conference. On the first night of the trip, ALSA hosted a cocktail that also happened to be on a
superyacht, which everyone on the trip will confirm I was just a tad excited about. My team and I then
competed in two (a surprisingly controversial number) preliminary rounds and then nervously awaited the
results to know whether we had gotten through to the quarter-finals. At the break night, which was another
cocktail, we found out we had gotten through and were competing the next morning. This, of course, meant
that we could not stick around for the refreshments, and we instead went back to the hotel to work on our
arguments. Fun! Just kidding, we were super glad to have gotten through and were keen to thrash some
mainland universities in the finals.

Zack Stephenson

ALSA Red Cross International
Humanitarian Law Moot



We got up bright and early the next morning, ate some bad eggs, and got ready for the quarter final. Kate
and I had also both gotten sick at this point (thanks Jesse), so we were feeling a little tired at this stage. The
quarter-final was, as expected, a lot more demanding than the preliminary rounds. All of the competitors
who broke were of a high standard, one-judge benches became panels of two or three experts, and they were
not afraid to grill us about our arguments. I faced challenges to my submissions that had not come up in any
of our practice moots or the preliminary rounds. My team will tell you that I was pretty sure we had lost the
quarter-final, but to my surprise we had broken through to the Semis! We were actually listening to a lecture
by the former justice of the High Court Michael Kirby at the time, so I hope he wasn’t too offended when all
the winners immediately left to work on their arguments. We also had about half an hour between finding
out and the next round (thanks ALSA), so we were mildly stressed.

After another tough moot with three Red Cross experts on the bench and a small quibble with the other side
about where the prosecution sits, we had completed the semi-finals. I was reasonably sure we had won this
round and was keen to progress to the grand final in the Federal Court building, but unfortunately, we just
missed out. This proves a fact that I was already painfully aware of, which is that you can never control
what the judge will do and they qualities they will look for. Regardless, my team and I did not expect to get
as far as we did and were incredibly happy to make it to the Semi-finals. Getting knocked out also meant we
could take our first day of rest for the whole trip, and also the first day in two months that I did not have to
look at the law!

On the final day of the trip, we had the awards gala at
the Sydney botanical gardens, and yes, there was an
open bar. We then heard the results of the awards
across all of the competitions, and I will take this
opportunity to congratulate Chloe Winkler, who won
Spirit of the Competition for witness examination.
The next day, we all headed back to the apple isle. I
was a little sad to go back to reality but also ready for
a juice cleanse, and to try and make some much-
needed headway on my coursework for Semester 2.
Overall, this moot was my favourite one that I have
competed in because of the content and the fact it was
in person (don’t come for me UNSW team). I could
not have done it without my team, our coach Kevin
Toman, and UTAS’s mooting expert Anja
Hilkemeijer. I would highly recommend the moot to
any law students who are keen to develop their
advocacy skills, especially if you have an interest in
international humanitarian law.





Hi there! My name is Brandon and I am a Law Graduate at 
Ashurst. I completed a Bachelor of Laws (Honours) and Psychological 
Science at La Trobe University in 2022. Throughout my academic journey, 
I participated in numerous moots, ranging from internal moots to international competitions. 

My Experience
In my second year, I commenced my internal mooting experience with the Junior Moot focused on torts and
found myself keen to participate in more. I subsequently participated in the Witness Examination
Competition, Senior Moot (Contracts), Criminal Law Moot and Client Interview Competition. Externally, I
was a finalist in the 2020 Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot, where our team ranked first in the
general oral rounds, and I competed nationally and internationally in the 2021 Jessup Moot.

Mooting was undeniably the highlight of my academic years. It enhanced my public speaking ability, fostered
deep connections with peers, and deepened my legal understanding. It's a tool that bridged theoretical
concepts from class to practical application, something not often covered during regular tutorials. Reflecting
on it now as a law graduate, I can attest to its pivotal role in shaping my foundational skills in advocacy,
particularly during my first rotation in the Dispute Resolution team at Ashurst.

Key Tips and the Importance of Mooting and Advocacy
Confidence is indeed persuasive!  Mooting taught me to trust in my hypothetical client, believe in my
arguments, and most importantly, have faith in my capabilities.  This confidence-building has been a
cornerstone of my growth as a legal professional. 

Mooting competitions are more than just simulated court sessions; they offer law students a unique platform
to nurture essential skills.  They teach you to think on your feet, craft persuasive arguments, and develop a
keen understanding of various legal concepts.  Engaging in such competitions instils a sense of discipline,
teamwork, and determination.  Advocacy, in particular, is a craft that requires practice.  Being able to
represent your client's best interests, understand the nuances of the law, and articulate your arguments clearly
are all skills that are honed through mooting.

For me, participating in moots laid the foundation for a successful transition into a commercial firm.  It's not
just about the law – it's about the art of communication, the strategy behind choosing your battles, and the
delicate balance of negotiation and persuasion.  As I progressed through my graduate rotation in the disputes
team, the experiences and learnings from mooting were invaluable.  I could effectively sift through extensive
information, identify key issues, and present them in a concise and coherent manner.

I used to urge fellow students to dive into mooting, irrespective of their year level or experience.  Now, as a
law graduate, I emphasise this even more.  The benefits are manifold, and the experience is truly enriching!

Brandon Draper, Graduate



On 8 September 2023, I was lucky enough to find myself on a plane to Sydney (Gadigal land) for the
Enduring Courts in Changing Time Conference. After a brief exploration of Sydney’s CBD, I changed and
headed to the New South Wales Supreme Court’s Banco Court for the Conference’s opening address by the
Hon Chief Justice Susan Kiefel AC. Remarkably, this marked her last public address before her early
retirement in November. Her honour welcomed us to the Conference by highlighting its historical
significance. She explained the event aimed to commemorate the shared milestone of both New South Wales
(NSW) and Tasmania; the bicentenary of their Supreme Courts. She explained the history of the Courts and
their origin, namely through their establishment by the Third Charter of Justice of 1824.
 
Throughout the Conference, a lively debate ensued regarding whether Tasmania or NSW could lay claim to
having the first Court established under this Charter. Her Honour seemed to lean towards the Tasmanian
Supreme Court, citing its earlier opening date, 10 May 1824, while the NSW Supreme Court opened ten days
later. This disparity can be explained by the relevant Letters Patent arriving later in NSW than in Tasmania.
The Hon Andrew Bell CJ of the NSWSC, in his speech at the Gala Conference Dinner, attempted to argue
that Tasmania was a part of the NSW colony at the time, and thus the establishment of the Tasmanian
Supreme Court was merely an extension of NSW’s Supreme Court. In the alternative, he attempted to argue
that Tasmania’s Supreme Court had to change its name from the ‘Supreme Court of Van Diemen’s Land’ in
June 1825, whilst NSW had not had to change their name ever. Despite growing up in NSW myself, I thought
this reasoning fell short of convincing me, and am inclined to believe that our Court was indeed the first, as
proudly stated on the Tasmanian Supreme Court website.

Emily Heathcote

Enduring Courts
in Changing Times



Beyond this historical squabble of who’s Supreme Court was first, there were many fascinating aspects to this
Conference. Speakers included Bowskill CJ of the Queensland SC, Professor Appleby, Emeritus Professor
David Barker AM, the Honourable Beech-Jones J of the NSWCA, the Honourable Virginal Bell AC and SC,
Lucy McCallum CJ of the ACT SC, the Honourable Ward J, and some Tasmanians! Emeritus Professor, the
Honourable Kate Warner AC, and our beloved UTAS Professor Tim McCormack appeared via Zoom to
comment on papers presented on the interaction of the Courts and First Nations peoples, through the lens of
their tabled report Pathway to Truth-Telling and Treaty. Kate Warner further presented a paper on Criminal
Justice: Then and Now in the context of Tasmanian criminal law. Malcolm Schyvens, the current president of
TASCAT and UTAS graduate, also delivered a speech.
 
A highlight of this Conference was the focus on the law and its impact on Indigenous peoples in Australia.
We had the privilege of hearing from Professor Val Napoleon, Dean of the Canadian University of Victoria,
and its’ double Juris Doctorate of Civil Canadian Law, and Indigenous Legal Orders (JD/JID); the first of its
kind globally. Our ‘cousin’ from across the pond Hon Sir Joe William KNZM graced us with a performance
of the Hakka. He told us of the power of Indigenous law and customs in the case of Maketū Wharetōtara and
its utilisation in the avoidance of intertribal war. He also warned that we must all remain vigilant and not
allow the practice of acknowledging country to become a cliché or ‘box to tick’. This focus on Australia’s
First Nations people is important, especially in the political context of the upcoming Voice Referendum and
the recent claims by Eddie Cubillo of institutional racism at the Melbourne Law School. Overall, this was an
amazing event that I have been significantly enriched by attending, despite it causing me to be a little behind
in my studies!





The 2023 mooting skills workshop program has come to an end! It has been a successful year with 18
students receiving participation certificates endorsed by our Dean, Professor Gino Dal Pont, and many
others joining us along the way. Several students have also gone on to represent the UTAS law faculty in
upcoming national intervarsity competitions, which is wonderful. It has been a privilege to conduct the
mooting workshops this year. The engagement has been fantastic and I have really enjoyed seeing everyone’s
development. I wish the best of luck to students competing over the coming weeks, and give a big thank you
to our faculty mooting coordinator, Anja Hilkemeijer, for all her support in helping our teams prepare. 

TULS mooting
workshops - it’s a wrap!

Ava Drew

Student Testimonials
 
...The workshops are also a very welcoming
and inviting environment to be in, and whether
you’ve mooted before or barely know what
mooting is, these workshops reach everyone…
They are a great opportunity to engage with
other students and to expand and strengthen
writing and advocacy skills whether in
preparation for a moot or in general. So, if
you’re able to, I’d highly recommend you get
along to any mooting skills workshops offered!
 
Overall, Ava’s mooting workshops have been a
fun and insightful experience into mooting, the
benefit of which is astounding. They help me
feel more confident generally in pursuing my
degree, whether that be in making legal
arguments (especially verbally) or my writing
and structure of written arguments.



Mic Drop!

Boom. This is the sixth Pettifogger, which means it is the last
issue for 2023! We have had a blast running the Pettifogger
this year. Thank you to our subcommittee, people that have
made contributions, the TULS committee, and all of our
loyal readers. Don’t worry though, we will see you soon in
the Advocatus... xoxo, Zack and Jo.
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