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Ending traffic stops for non-moving violations will increase safety and
equity while refocusing needed resources on high-risk behavior.

What the “Traffic Safety for All” bill does

This bill helps law enforcement officers focus on traffic
stops related to road safety issues such as
impaired/distracted driving and reckless driving.

The bill creates a pool of grant money for cities, counties,
tribes, and nonprofits to create pilot programs that help
people comply with the law and fix their vehicles to
avoid low-level violations: repair vouchers, taillight
installation workshops, helmet vouchers, fee waivers for
expired tabs, etc. This solution-oriented fund ensures
safer vehicles on the road, supports low-income drivers,
including cyclists, and fixes vehicles to improve road

safety.

At the same time, it will reduce disproportionate impacts on communities of color and
low-income people, by reducing unnecessary low-level stops and other interactions that
often lead to criminal system entanglement, debt,

bankruptcy, and interpersonal violence. The bill
prevents officers from pulling people over for
equipment failures and expired tabs unless there’s a
safety risk. It also restricts irrelevant questioning and
voluntary searches for low-level offenses while allowing
officers to stop people for impaired driving, distracted
driving, speeding and unrestrained passengers — the
leading causes of traffic accidents.

These two facets of the bill will ensure law enforcement

has capacity and resources to focus on issues of
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immediate safety on the roadways. A final component

will provide more robust data collection on stops to
better understand current conditions and help us
evaluate the implementation of the bill's other
provisions.

Why this bill is critical

Safety in transportation is a key concern for every
community, but safety can mean different things to
different groups of people. While we need to take
action to prevent dangerous driving behaviors, low-
level traffic stops have led to some people being
targeted based on their perceived race, vehicle type,
and driving location, and can lead to escalating
interactions between community members and police.

Traffic stops are by far the most common interaction
that people have with law enforcement. In Washington
state, officers stop Black drivers disproportionately.
Black, Latinx, Native American and Native
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander drivers were searched at a
rate up to 5x higher than white motorists even though
officers are more likely to find weapons and drugs while
searching the cars of white drivers. There is limited
evidence that low-level traffic stops improve safety. A
report conducted by the Policing Project' assessing
traffic stops and policing strategies in Nashville found
no relationship between non-moving traffic stops and
crime rates, either short-term or long-term.

! Policing Project, NYU School of Law, An Assessment of Traffic Stops and Policing Strategies in Nashville.



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58a33e881b631bc60d4f8b31/t/5bf2d18d562fa747a554f6b0/1542640014294/Policing+Project+Nashville+Report.pdf
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Statewide and National Support for Traffic Safety for All
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