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PRESIDENT’S WELCOMEPRESIDENT’S WELCOME
On behalf of the Canberra College
of Piping & Drumming I extend to
you all a very warm welcome to this
our 12th Canberra Highland
Gathering.

We have a very busy and
entertaining program planned for
the day. The solo piping and
drumming competition and the ACT
Highland Dancing Championships
commence at 9am and run
throughout the day. Opening
massed bands will be at 10am after
which we move into a program of
day long entertainment around the
ground. In the southern corner of
the ground individual pipe band
performances will run from midday
until around 4pm. 

Following the enormous popularity
last year of the dog sports events,
we once again welcome displays
from the Canberra Sled Dog Club
and the Tuggeranong Dog Training
Club.

The Burns Football Club will run a
soccer skills session, and A series of
aged based Kilted Dash events - a
very traditional element in Scottish
Highland Gatherings – will
commence at 1.30pm. The
enormously popular Kilted Warriors
– who have participated in every
one of our Highland Gatherings –
will once again be in attendance
with their displays of Scottish heavy
athletics events.

This year for the very first time we
will be hosting the National Town
Crier Championships. This will be
the first time in the 36-year history
of the event that it has been
hosted in Canberra. We are excited
about this addition to our program
and is sure to be a highly
entertaining event!

We also have in attendance an
abundance of food vendors as well
Scottish Clan Tents, market stalls
and Scottish product and
accessory specialist outlets.

All of this entertainment and the
stalls comes with no entry fee to
the ground. This reflects our
philosophy that we want the
Highland Gathering to be easily
accessible to everyone who has, or
may have, an interest in Scottish
culture and associated activities.

A thank you also to our VIP guest
for the day, Matt Anderson PSM,
Director of the Australian War
Memorial. Matt will officially open
the Gathering at the opening
massed bands and is our Chieftain
of the Day.

A thank you to my organising
Committee and the many other
volunteers who havevworked hard
today and for many months in the
lead up to make this day possible.

Each of you have made enormous
contributions and you should be
proud of what you have done to
help build such a large and
successful celebration of Scottish
culture. Volunteers play a critical
role in our community and today’s
event is just one further example of
what volunteers do to help promote
community wellbeing and social
interaction.

Finally, if a full day of Scottish
culture is not enough, please come
and enjoy the fun and fellowship of
a traditional Scottish Ceilidh being
held in the evening at the Burns
Club (opposite the Gathering Oval)
from 7.30pm. Entertainment will be
by “Humbug”,
one of Canberra’s best known and
finest Celtic music groups. Entry is
free.

Thank you for your support, and
“lang may your lum reek.”
(translated – “long life and
prosperity”)

Athol Chalmers
President
Canberra College of Piping &
Drumming
 



9am – 4pm           Highland Dancing competition

9am - 4pm            Solo piping & drumming competition 

10am                     Opening Ceremony and Massed Pipes & Drums

11am                     36  National Town Crier Championshipsth

11am                     Canberra Sled Dog Club demonstration

11am – 4pm         Pipe band displays

11.30am                Kilted Warriors Heavy Events display

12pm                     Flyball demonstration

12:30pm                Soccer skills

1:30pm                  Kilted dash

2.00pm                  Kilted Warriors Heavy Events display

2:30pm                  Town Crier Auditions

3:00pm                  National Military re-enactment display

3.30pm                  Kilted Warriors Heavy Events display

4.30pm                  Closing Ceremony and Massed Pipes & Drums

P R O G R A M
O F  E V E N T S
P R O G R A M
O F  E V E N T S



LUNCH
MON - FRI

11:30AM - 2PM
SAT & SUN

12PM - 2:30PM

DINNER
MON - THURS
6PM - 8:30PM

FRI
6PM - 9:30PM

SAT
5:30PM - 9:30PM

SUN
5:30PM - 8:30PM



11:00am - Canberra Celtic Pipe Band

11:30am - Blacktown Pipe Band
The Blacktown City Pipe Band, originally established in 1975 as the St John’s Ambulance Brigade
Pipes & Drums, became affiliated with the City of Blacktown Council in 1985 and adopted its
current name. The band has a history of competing in both national and international events and
has recently seen competitive success, placing in all competitions over the past year. It actively
participates in community and cultural events in Blacktown and across Sydney. The current Pipe
Major is Glynn Potter, and the Drum Sergeant is Angela Merrilees. The band wears the Ancient
Oliphant tartan and performs a range of tunes, including their Grade 4B competition sets.

Midday - Canberra College Pipe Band
Founded in 1999, the College promotes and teaches piping and drumming in the Canberra
region. Over nearly 25 years, it has taught hundreds of students, hosted 14 workshops with
world-class instructors, and now celebrates its 10th Highland Gathering.
In 2022, the learner program was strong enough to form its first-ever pipe band — the band you
see performing today, made up of students and instructors of all ages.
The College is inclusive, welcoming learners of all backgrounds. If you're interested in learning
pipes or drums, visit the College tent at the southern end of the grounds and chat with our team!

12:30pm - Bateman’s Bay Soldier’s Club Pipe Band
A Pipe Band sponsored by Batemans Bay Soldiers Club and for the community of the Batemans
Bay and surrounding areas. The Band was reformed in 2015 after being disbanded for quite some
years due to lack of interest and started with learners being taught by Rod Parker and Cameron
Bell in January 2015 and the first engagement was Anzac Day 2015. The Band wears the tartan of
Modern Elliott.

1:00pm - Canberra Burns Club Pipe Band
Canberra’s oldest pipe band, the Canberra Burns Club, has been sharing Scottish music and
tradition for over 80 years. With members from young learners to experienced players, the band
performs locally and internationally, including the World Pipe Band Championships.
Currently competing in Grade 4A, they’ve played across Australia, the Asia-Pacific, and Scotland.
Upcoming contests include the NSW State Championships (Nov 2025) and NZ Championships
(Mar 2026).

1.30pm - Bundanoon Pipe Band
The Bundanoon Pipe Band is a relatively new community band based in Bundanoon in the
Southern Highlands of NSW and is part of the Bundanoon Community Association. The band
started meeting just prior to the pandemic. Virtually all of the members have only been playing
pipes or drums since joining the band. The band uniform is the official registered Bundanoon
Tartan.  

P I P E  B A N D
S C H E D U L E
P I P E  B A N D
S C H E D U L E



2:00pm - Canberra City Pipes & Drums
Wearing the City of Canberra Tartan, the band has performed at community and ceremonial
events for over 30 years, including the Bundanoon Games and Canberra Highland Gathering.
As the AFP Pipes and Drums, they support Australian Federal Police events and have played
internationally, including the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. They welcome pipers and
drummers of all levels — connect via Facebook, and tag them in your photos today!

2.30pm - Illawarra Pipe Band   
Formed in 1945, the Illawarra Pipe Band regularly performs across the region, from Sydney to
Ulladulla, and at events like Brigadoon at Bundanoon. The band wears the Wallace Tartan and
competes in Grade 4 of the NSW circuit. New members are always welcome — whether you're
learning for the first time or returning to pipes or drums. Free tuition is offered at Wednesday
night practices at the George Cross Falcons Centre, Cringila. Come along to get involved, either as
a player or supporter!

3:00pm - ACT ESA Pipes & Drums
Affiliated with the ACT ESA since 2022, the band performs at community and ceremonial events
including ANZAC Day, the Multicultural Festivals, and Highland gatherings like Bundanoon and
Canberra. They offer professional, enjoyable performances and welcome new learners through
their development group. Practices are held in Hume — Mondays for the full band, Wednesdays
for learners. Interested? Chat with a member today to learn more!

3:30pm - The Highlands Pipes & Drums
Based in the Southern Highlands, the band was formed 26 years ago and continues to grow and
improve. They welcome new members of all levels, with tuition available for beginner pipers and
drummers. As a proud community group, the band regularly performs at events like ANZAC Day,
Australia Day, competitions, festivals, and more — always committed to music and community
spirit.

4:00pm - Sydney Thistle Pipe Band
Formed in 1918 by WWI servicemen, Sydney Thistle is one of Australia’s longest-running pipe
bands, proudly marching in every ANZAC Day since its founding — including the original Victory
March. The band has won State and National titles and performs at competitions, festivals,
parades, and community events. Known for its musical excellence and sharp presentation, the
band plays both traditional and modern pipe band music, including original compositions.
They wear the Farquharson tartan in both full regimental and modern dress.

P I P E  B A N D
S C H E D U L E
P I P E  B A N D
S C H E D U L E



H I G H L A N D
D A N C I N G
H I G H L A N D
D A N C I N G
The Joy Reiher School of Scottish Dancing has been teaching students
Highland Dancing for over 50 years. Joy, as well as being a qualified teacher,
is an Adjudicator with the Australian Board of Highland Dancing and the
Scottish Official Board of Highland Dancing.  The school has produced many
dancers who have competed successfully at local, National and International
level.  Two senior dancers have performed at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
the Basel Tattoo in Switzerland, and the Halifax Tattoo in Canada.

Dancers have taken part in events such as the Queanbeyan Ceilidh, the
Multicultural Festival, Floriade, St Andrew's nights and Burns Dinners,
Bundanoon is Brigadoon, Canberra Pipes and Drums Highland Gathering,
Lifeline Gala Ball, and 40th and 90th Birthday Party celebrations.



K I L T E D
W A R R I O R S
K I L T E D
W A R R I O R S

ATLAS STONESATLAS STONES CABER TOSSCABER TOSSWEIGHT OVER THE BARWEIGHT OVER THE BAR

Comprising of 5
Stones ranging in

weight from 100kg
to 145kg. They are
to be lifted on to
barrels 5 meters

apart fastest time
wins.

The caber is 5.94 m
tall and weighs 79 kg. 

The objective is to
toss the caber so

that it turns end over
end. The distance

thrown is
unimportant.

A box weight of 56lbs is
tossed up over a bar that is
progressively raised until all

competitors have been
eliminated. Each competitor
has three attempts to clear

each height.



Andrew  Fraser (Frazer the Amazer)
A proud Ngunnawal-Wallabalooa man with ancestral ties to Fife Shire, Scotland,
hence Fraser. Andrew is 32 years old and has been competing in Strength Sports
since 2014. Mainly Strongman, some Powerlifting, and a few Highland Games. His
achievements include 5 times NSW Strongest Man podium; 2019 NSW Strongest
Man; Top 10 Australias Strongest Man; Australian representative Powerlifting
Champion, multiple federation state and national champion; Multiple highland
games and stone lifting champion.

Kurt Livens
Kurt is a high school PE teacher form the Hunter Valley. He is the 2020 Winner of
the Newcastle Highlander Championship; 3 time Australian Brick Throwing
Champion; placed 4th at the Oceanic Championship in NZ; 2nd at the East Coast
Championship 2023; 3rd at Aberdeen 2023; 3rd at the Canberra Gathering 2023;
4th at the Oceanic Championships in Hororata 2023; 2nd at the East Coast
championships 2023 and 5th at the National Highlander Championships at Saltire
estate this year. 

COMPETITORSCOMPETITORS

Aidan Canini
29 years old. Retired from strongman, and currently playing rugby league. His
Scottish ancestors have been in Australia since 1840.
This will be his first Highland Games. He currently hold’s the Australian record of
atlas stone to shoulder, which is 170kg for 3 reps in a minute. Aidan’s biggest
accolade in strongman is Australia's strongest man runner up in 2022.

Luke Reynolds
With almost 120 career contest appearances, over a 17 year career (and counting),
Luke is one of Australia's most capped and experienced strength athletes. He has
competed in strength sports as an athlete in Strongman, powerlifting, highland
games and armlifting, making it to the Pro level in 3 of those 4 sports. Oceanic
heavy events champion, multiple time Australia's strongest man competitor, Arnold
Pro strongman, strongman champions league competitor, multiple time
international Highlander competitor and Pro Arnold Armlifting podium finisher. 
A long time competitor with the Tartan Warriors, Luke is a 3x Bundanoon
Champion- 2016-18 and a 13 time competitor, 2024 & 2025 Aberdeen champion
Outside of the strength world, you may recognise Luke from his acting credits.
Appearing often in television commercials, movies, and TV shows, Luke was a guest
star on NBC hit show- Young Rock and most recently was a star of the Channel 10
reboot of Gladiators as the Supersize Strongman Gladiator! 



C A N B E R R A  S L E D  D O G  C L U BC A N B E R R A  S L E D  D O G  C L U B
Dry Land dog-sledding is a sport with clubs all over the
world, including Scotland! The Canberra Sled Dog Club
was formed in 1996. Club members train during the
colder months every weekend at Kowen Forest just
near Queanbeyan.  The annual Canberra Classic is held
over the third weekend in August every year. If you
have an enthusiastic Dog over 12kgs you might like to
come and have a go and see if this sport is for you and
your best fur-friend.
Find out more at www.canberrasleddogclub.com
and catch the demonstration at 11am.

S C O T T I E  D O G SS C O T T I E  D O G S

The Canberra Scottish Terrier Group was created in the
late 1990's for people in Canberra with Scottish Terriers

to meet socially.  The members are not breeders or
show dog people, just pet owners who love to get

together with their Scotties for fun.  They enjoy
attending Scottish events with their dogs.  The contact is

Jan Phillips.  Please visit their tent to meet their furry
friends.

F L Y B A L LF L Y B A L L
Flyball is a canine team sport which is founded on the
activities that dogs love to do – run, jump, fetch,
retrieve, compete and most of all: their desire to please
their owners.
There is no discrimination in Flyball. Any dog; regardless
of breed, size, shape or formal training, can participate
and join in on the fun. 
The Tuggeranong Dog Training Club will be
demonstrating this fast-paced sport at midday.



G U I S E S  C R E E K  F I R E  B R I G A D EG U I S E S  C R E E K  F I R E  B R I G A D E

See the Fire Truck and Equipment.
Chat to the Crew.
Helpful hints and advice for all interested
homeowners on Fire Safety.

N A T I O N A L  M I L I T A R Y  R E - E N A C T M E N T  G R O U PN A T I O N A L  M I L I T A R Y  R E - E N A C T M E N T  G R O U P

The National Military re-enactment
group (1815) is a living history group
that represents Scottish Highland
soldiers of the famous Black Watch
Regiment as they were during the
Napoleonic Wars against France.

B U R N S  F O O T B A L L  C L U B  S O C C E R  S K I L L SB U R N S  F O O T B A L L  C L U B  S O C C E R  S K I L L S

Burns Football Club (Burns FC) will be running a
football ‘Come and Try’ session as part of the

2024 Highland Gathering. Activities will focus on
four key football skills and are aimed at children
between 7 and 14 years of age. This will also be

an opportunity for parents to speak to one of
Burns FC’s representatives about the football
club, the upcoming Burns FC Junior Summer
Skills Clinic starting in November, and about

playing football for Burns FC in 2025. 

The session starts at 12.30pm and all interested
participants are asked to congregate near the

ground announcers area at that time.



S C O T T I S H  C E I L I D H  N I G H TS C O T T I S H  C E I L I D H  N I G H T

It is traditional at most Highland Gatherings that
once the day’s activities are over it’s time for the
Ceilidh. An evening to relax and enjoy the
camaraderie and entertainment that is at the
heart of Scottish cultural events. The Canberra
Highland Gathering is no different. So at 7.30pm
on Saturday night 11 October the Ceilidh kicks off
at the Canberra Burns Club, our naming rights
sponsor. The band for the evening will be
Humbug, one of the very best folk music bands in
the Canberra region. There will also no doubt be
some impromptu highland dancing and
bagpiping. Entry is free. For those of you thinking
you may have a meal at the Club pre the Ceilidh,
one option is a sit down meal at the Club’s
famous Star Buffet venue. Bookings however will
be essential. Or you can choose bar snacks such
as pizza, chicken wings etc which will be on sale
throughout the evening.

We look forward to seeing you at the Ceilidh!









S I T E
D I R E C T O R Y
S I T E
D I R E C T O R Y

FOOD VENDORS

F14   Thai Time
F15   D&M Ice Cream
F7      Safari Munchies
F12   Here’s the Coffee
F8     Chillato
F1     Veteran’s Support Centre
23     Cafe Loko
F9     BZ Burger
F2     David’s Larder
F3     Pure Gelato
24     Burns Club Football BBQ
F13   Bentspoke
F6     Croffle & Co
F5     Kusina ni Kaja
F4     The Dumpling Diplomat
F19   Gas Coffee & More
F10   Pop up Poffertjes
F18   Pharaoh’s Bites
F11   Slinko
F17   Stix O’Clock
F16  The Bun

CLANS

3     Clan Gregor Society
10   Clan MacLennan 
8     Clan Hope of Craighall
7     Clan Macpherson Association
6     Clan Edmonstone 
6     Clan Douglas
12   Clan MacEwen Society
13   Clan Campbell
11   Clan Macauley
9     Clan Sinclair
4     Scottish Heritage
5     Clan Buchanan
14   Clan Sutherland



S I T E
D I R E C T O R Y
S I T E
D I R E C T O R YMARKET VENDORS

1      Canberra College of Piping & Drumming
16    Pets and Positive Ageing
17    Canberra Burns Club/History Tent
18    House of Tartan
19    Scottish Accessories
20   St Kilda Retail
21    Scottish Banner
22    Handmade by Bec
25    Military Re-enactment Group
15    Rotary Tuggeranong
28    Honey Lodge
29    Black Gate Distillery
30    The Blooming Heather
31    Alchemy Soaps
32    Best Bonnie Bears
33    Exotic Timber
34    Celtic Thunder
35    Wilderness Cove Alpaca
36    Jerky, Sause & Relish
37    Meduchan 
38   See my Shop 2
39   Sewing creations by Linda
40   Midnite Violet

42   Highlander Books
43   Celtic Motifs
44   Boorowa Bees
45   Noblehouse Pastoral
46   Jane Bayles Books
47   Bakers wanna Bake
48   Zawahdee
49   Riverbourne Distillery
50   Lavendar Bubbles
51   Photography by Steve
53   Bonnie Faces
59   Bon Rean Highlands



Canberra College of
Piping and Drumming

www.canberracollegepipesdrums.org

LESSONS FOR
BAGPIPES, SNARE,

TENOR & BASS DRUMS



H I G H L A N D  G A T H E R I N G  C O M M I T T E EH I G H L A N D  G A T H E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E

ATHOL CHALMERS
KERRIE FLYNN
GARY BURGESS
DOMINIC ANDERSEN-STRUDWICK
SAMANTHA TAYLOR

L E G A L  D I S C L A I M E RL E G A L  D I S C L A I M E R

As per section 74 of the Trade Practices Act (the Act) all persons entering this
venue do so at their own risk and neither the owners or lessees, promoters,
sponsors, participants or other persons involved in any way of the running or
promoting of any event at this venue will be liable in tort of contract for any
personal injury or loss of property to any person, whether by negligence of
the promotors or otherwise.




