
Prayer of Confession

O God of Comfort and God of Challenge, we come to you this
morning the way the Israelites did, full of complaints and
dissatisfaction. Nothing is enough; we do not recognize your
blessing at work in our day to day lives.
Forgive us when we become so comfortable that we moan
and groan about the most insignificant details of our lives.
In our complaints, challenge us as you did the Israelites, to
consider the bigger picture of oppression, injustice, and
inequality around us.

Forgive us when we close our eyes for fear of what you
might show us; keep sending loving and compassionate
leaders to open our eyes until we see what you see in our
world.

We Meet at Christ’s Table Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy

Reflective Music Barbara Merryman

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

And with love in their hearts, the people of God said,

Yes! Yes! Yes!
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Prelude Barbara Merryman

Welcoming Music You Are Welcome Here

Words of Welcome Melissa Vance

Lenten Meditation with Candles

Introit Just As I Am PIUCC Choir

Call to Worship

We gather today to worship the One who created us,

The One who calls us,
The One who equips us,

The One who loves us without end.
With joyful hearts, let us worship God.

Opening Prayer

God of covenants, we often move through our deserts and
wildernesses unchanged. Today let us hear your words in
scripture and song so that they move us and change us. May
we come from our time of worship with the same fire and
passion that burned in the life of Jesus as he came out of his
wilderness. Amen

Opening Hymn I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

Children’s Moment Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy

Baptism Autumn Marjorie Donahue



Congregational Assent

Pastor: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all
nations and to offer them the gift of grace in
Baptism.

Do you who witness and celebrate this sacrament,
promise your love, support, and care to the one
about to be baptized as she lives and grows in
Christ?

People: We promise our love, support and care.

Affirmation of Faith

Pastor: Let us unite with the church in all times and places
in confessing faith in the triune God.

Pastor: Do you believe in God?
People: I believe in God.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ.

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit.

Choral Anthem There Is a Balm in Gilead PIUCC Choir

Scripture Lessons

Numbers 21:4-9
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient
on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We
have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you;

pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is
bitten shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and
live.

John 3:14-21

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.
20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen
that their deeds have been done in God.”

Response: The Word of God for the People of God.

All: May our hearts hear and our lives respond!

Sermon Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy


