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Abstract

Hangeul, as a cultural product, has been developed into various contents in
the ever-changing digital environment. As more fonts have been consumed these
days, the market has become saturated with a plethora of fonts in numerous
styles. As a result, restoring fonts based on Hangeul characters seen in ancient

literature has steadily become an area of focus.

However, there is little to no study on font design and research on script fonts
based on characters found in ancient documents that are not books, and this
becomes even more apparent when Hangeul and Chinese characters are mixed. It
takes a considerable amount of time restoring fonts when the number of

characters are limited.

To carry on the legacy and heritage of Hangeul as a cultural asset, this study
uncovers the old characters of Korean-Chinese mixed document, ‘Imperial Edict on
the Inauguration of Daehan Hospital (KB frBAfE%iZE) issued by Emperor
Sunjong in 1908. This resulted in the development of ‘Hangeul Jaemin (¥ # % K
B),” a reinterpretation of the Hangeul characters found in the Edit in the form of

a digital font to suit the modern era.

The Imperial Edict is an official document in the Joseon Dynasty, written by
Sachaguan (B ¥'E). Sachaguan, whose duty was to write down the king's
commands in the Joseon Dynasty, is originated from Hanho (¥%#), a master
calligrapher of Joseon Dynasty who is well-known as Han Seokbong to the public.
Following Hanho's legacy, Hangeul and Chinese characters that look sharp yet
determined in the Joseon's official documents were defined as ‘Sachaguan Font (8
F E#)." Based on impressions of 33 Hangeul letters shown in Imperial Edict, the
researcher created ‘Hangeul Jaemin,” a Hangeul font that holds not only Hangeul,

Latin alphabet, numbers and punctuation marks, but also Chinese characters.
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Hangeul Jaemin Font puts focus on the concept of ‘a whole set.” To make a
set of Hangeul fonts, it's required to develop Latin alphabet, Arabic numerals,
punctuation marks in a consistent manner as they're used in conjunction with
Hangeul. Hangeul Jaemin Font marks a milestone in that it's the first display font

that is equipped with Chinese characters.

A large percentage of the Korean vocabulary takes root in Sino-Korean words.
It's needless to say that there are times when it's necessary to mix or present
Hangeul and Chinese characters side by side for better understanding and
accurate conveyance of meaning. This becomes especially necessary when
describing proper nouns and homonyms such as ancient quotes, name of places,
and official names. Due to the massive amount of characters and strenuous time
required to design and develop, Chinese characters are seldom included in the
conventional fonts. Hangeul Jaemin Font contains 4,888 Chinese characters that
fall under KS X 1001 Chinese character field, 203 Chinese characters made in
specifically in Korea and 8,279 Chinese characters selected by the Supreme Court.
Chinese characters selected by the Supreme Court is included to enable users to
express their names in Hangeul, Chinese and English with a single font, in a
unified stile. Also, the additional 203 Chinese characters made purely in Korea is
intended to shed a light on Korean-Chinese Characters developed by our ancestors

so as to write syllables of native Korean words before the wide use of Hangeul.

The process of turning the handwriting of Sachaguan into a reinterpreted font
is recorded in detail; the process of research and interpretation, commercialization
through exhibition and free online distribution. Hangeul Jaemin Font has been
upgraded twice from version 1.0 to 3.0. Whenever the font was completed, it was
shared as open source material on the sharing board of Korea Copyright
Commission’s website. That way anyone, anywhere could freely download the font
and use with liberty. Emperor Sunjong opened Daehan Hospital for people. The
commercialization of Hangeul Jaemin as a free font is a case that highlights

artistic and cultural value.
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Besides the Imperial Edict, there is a sea of ancient documents that have yet
to be discovered anew in the modern era. It is the researcher’s hope that through
this study, more creative attempts will be made not only in the rediscovery and
reinterpretation of Korea's legacy, Hangeul, but also in various territories of
characters. This study intends to lay the foundation for Hangeul to be recognized
in Korea and overseas by exploring and discovering contents continuously so that
beautiful Korean culture imbued with ancestors’ wisdom and artistic sense will be

not forgotten.

Keyword : Imperial Edict on the Inauguration of Daehan Hospital, Sachaguan

Font, Reinterpreted Font, Korean-Chinese Character, Cultural Asset Design
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