THIS IS

WHAT
repression

LOOKS
LIKE.

rising fascism in the colony




As fascist movements grow in strength around the world,
political dynamics in so-called Australia are intensifying racism,
silencing Black communities, and undermining dissent against
the state.

Governments try to present this increasing violence as normal
and necessary, meaning it is not always easily identifiable as
repression that threatens the freedom and wellbeing of our
communifies.

As Trump’s extremism emboldens racial, gendered and
gueerphobic violence here, this explainer aims to pick apart the
violence we are witnessing, to better understand the forces
we're fighting against and how they are interconnected.
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Suppressing criticism of the state

Over the To months of genocide we have wit
systems of politics, media and
tdown vital criticism of Israel: st

interconnectec
attempt to shut

suspended by t

neir Universities, Palestinians o

nessed how

he legal system
udent activists

tacked by media

campaigns and anfi-genocide protesters unjustly charged.

t has become routine for po
those who stand up against the state of ISrael are antisemitic,
racist and threats to peace. This strategy uses a well-worn

conflation of antisemitism and anti-Zionism o confuse anc
distract us. Understanding the distinction between Zionism (a

iticians and media

0 claim that

modern colonial ideology) and Judaism (a 3000 vear-old religion)

IS crucial fo be able to respond fo these claims.

Those defending Israel are fwisting the definitions of anti-
semitism and racismin an attempt to convince us that standing
Up against genocide — the most extreme and violent form of
racism —is in fact, racist.
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Politicians and media extend this
e of Israel as racist. Despi
ng racism, like all forms of
isemitismis product of white supremacy. It must be fought in
aboration with Blackfullas and all racialised peoples who are

the star
of fighti

an

CO

illogic to brand any criticism of
@ this hijacking of the language
racism (including Zionism)

ulready opposing white supremacy.

These strateg
the victims of
genacide. Duri
infegral fo remember
ng discomf
1S heing kil
-apartheid and it

experienci
Palestinia
controllec

es attempt to centre Israel and its supporters as
acism, despite their support of an active

ng the intensity of media attacks in Australia, it is
that while Zionists here
ort at
edint

may be
srael, it is
iving under military

Tuthtelling about
is genocide and |

IS Blackfullas, anti-Zionist Jews and

racialised people under attack for speaking out here.

Politicians and mec
politice
dissent
escala’
Israel as racist and hateful o
nd anyone ¢
sm. If Palesti
1S and medic
this mean for Blackfullas directly challenging

people
coloniali
politicia

state?

| and mora
1S I‘B(IUII‘B[

threat, ¢

Ing campa

igns that

ja are frami

for socic

ng criticism of the state as o
ng suppression of political
nesion and safety. These

rgui
1O

nallengi
1ians @
for speaki

people speaking out against
n0se o danger to Indigenous

he violence of ongoing settler-
ilenced and vilified by Australian
1g out against Israel, what does
he Australian

ube
SO

g
L
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Normalising violence as care & safety

One of the key ways that governments and mainstream media
Introduce racist policies is by characterising them as care and
safety. Historically, this strategy has been used to normalise
violence against marginalised communities: forcing Aboriginal
neople into missions ‘for their own good’, sending the military
Info NT Aboriginal communities fo save the children’, turning
nack boatloads of refugees 1o prevent deaths at sed’.

These policies required anincrease in government and military
nowers that is characteristic of rising authoritarianism. As @
result, powers that were once seen as extreme became normal,
and everyday rights were taken that have never heen regained.

Today, the increase of state powers under the guise of ‘care’ and
‘safety’ is rising. Laws to criminalise protest have also been
nroposed for the supposed ‘safety’ of Jewish communities with
10 concern for the anti-Zionist Jews who protest alongside
Dalestinians. Also in the name of ‘safety’, the Queensland
government has passed youth justice laws that breach human
rights and suspended health services for trans childrenin the
name of ‘care’. As governments attempt to normalise these
nolicies, it is integral we understand the violence that can lie
nehind the language of safety, care and even antiracism.
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What do we do? Stand up fight back!

'BsISta

unders
Now, pe
(it’s not over until colonia
these strategies of rising

Impuni|

'\ (re So unrelen
1ce is having ani

These attempts to silence criticism of Israel and mai
ing because mass protest o

mpact, it is shifting the way

tainits
1
neople

and Israel, globa

nowers and anti-colonial m

ovements.

rticularly as the ceasefire suggests the violence is over
ism ends) it is integral we identify
epression, call out aftacks on our

communities and continue to speak out against settler
colonialism.

We are often critical of the racism, colonialism and conservatism

of Australian
locations of di
authoritarian

ssent. In Maganc
‘epression and v
Universities have beenimportc

amplification of voices otherwise silenced.

Jniversities, but they have also beenimportant
-jin, with our history of both
ibrant Black resistance,

nt sites of connection and

This is a critical fime for Australian universities fo demonstrate

their commitments foi
universities must rema
explore our world, and

1tellectual and acacdemic f
N places where we can think
0 theorise other ways of kno
and doing — and organising our sacial and politica

‘eedom. Qur

freely, to
wing, being

worlds.
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