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OUR
CITY
THRIVES

when St. Louis Public School students thrive



THE DISTRICT AT A GLANCE

78.2%
80%
eligible for
free lunch

21 ,862
total students four-year 

graduation 
rate

Equity. We exist to even a very uneven playing field. In St. Louis, there is an  
ever-widening gap between the resources and networks that are common in 
affluent circles and either non-existent or scarce in low-income areas. 

Community Informed. SLPS Foundation’s investments are rooted in what SLPS 
leaders, students and educators say they need. Our only agenda is their success.

Evidence-Based. Thanks to donors, SLPS Foundation invests in programs that 
have research to back up their efficacy. 

Beyond Public Dollars. SLPS Foundation seeks the community’s generosity for 
programs that that are not covered by the district’s public revenue streams.

SLPS FOUNDATION INVESTMENT CRITERIA

We are grateful to our growing community of  
St. Louis Public Schools champions! Who will be  
St. Louis’ next great entrepreneurs, artists and civic  
leaders? Just peek inside our classrooms to see!
Over the past year, the St. Louis Public  
Schools Foundation has played a critical  
role in ensuring equitable opportunities for  
the 21,000+ students in the St. Louis Public 
Schools. Thanks to donors’ generosity,  
the SLPS Foundation invested nearly  
$6 million in SLPS programs last year.

We are proud to share a recap of activities  
and accomplishments, and thank the donors  
who open so many doors for our students.

(l-r) Kelvin R. Adams, PhD, SLPS Superintendent;  
Tammy Taylor, SLPS Foundation Board Chair; 
Jane Donahue, SLPS Foundation President



OUTCOMES
Investing in students early in their development gives them the best jumpstart for future 
school success. Thanks to donors, in 2018-19, the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation 
invested more than $3 million in SLPS early childhood education. We helped to:

•  Ensure that more than 2,100 young 
learners could participate in full-day, 
quality, free early childhood education.  
All of the district’s 45  elementary  
schools include at least one early 
childhood education classroom.

•  Promote an early love of reading through 
developing creative literacy reading nooks 
in 50+ classrooms.

•  Provide more than 300 early childhood 
educators with professional development 
that ranged from STEM learning to 
building culturally competent classrooms. 

In 2019, more than 2,100 three- and four-year-olds were enrolled in SLPS elementary 
schools, and 89% of four-year-olds graduated from pre-K ready for kindergarten. 

QUALITY, FREE, EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS

Earning a postsecondary degree is a game changer. It gives students the power to write 
their own story and achieve greater financial security. In 2018-19, the SLPS Foundation 
provided college and career readiness resources to students at all 13 SLPS high schools  
by funding:

• College and career counselors

• ACT prep

• Increased scholarship opportunities

•  Opportunities to graduate with both a 
high school diploma and associate degree  
via SLPS’ Early College Academy

In 2019, 79% of SLPS graduates were accepted into and planned to  
attend 2- and 4-year colleges. Seniors were awarded more than  

$37 million in scholarships.



Great schools start at the top. Principal quality accounts  
for 10–25% of a school’s academic achievement, and the 
Foundation promotes school leaders who are committed  
to the highest expectations for students. Last year we  
did this by: 

•  Supporting leadership training and mentorship for  
aspiring school leaders

•  Awarding visionary school leaders with school  
innovation grants

•  Enabling school leadership teams to design the  
turnaround at their schools

This past year, nine school teams received school  
innovation grants, and 90% of those teams demonstrated 
new approaches to tackling some of the district’s  
toughest challenges.

STUDENT WELL-BEING

INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP

Research tells us that students’ ability to learn and succeed is directly correlated to their 
physical and mental health. Ensuring that our students learn about healthy living and can 
access proper medical and mental health care is critical. Thanks to donors this past year, 
we were able to support: 

•  Wellness initiatives at elementary schools including school gardens, walking trails and 
healthy eating efforts

•  More school-based nurses and mental health care providers in schools

•  A district-wide approach to fostering school cultures that support 
students who’ve been exposed to trauma and toxic stress

In 2019, SLPS was nationally recognized for improvements in 
students’ health outcomes. In addition, students who have  
access to behavioral health therapists are showing progress  
in both attendance and academics.

OUTCOMES



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES  
School Funds $ 511,428

Early Childhood Education  3,141,172

College & Career Readiness  629,697

Health & Wellness  1,297,225

School Leadership  340,051

TOTAL $ 5,919,573

OUR FINANCES
We can’t achieve the progress we’re proud to be seeing in the  
St. Louis Public Schools without the generous support of our donors. 

REVENUES 
Contributions $ 793,032 $ 1,093,475

Grants  1,516,035  2,399,569

Special Events  85,240  120,951

In-Kind*  1,054,004  1,090,104

Investment Income  57,995  41,031

Other  40,118

TOTAL $ 3,546,424 $ 4,745,130

EXPENSES  
Management $ 112,956 $ 134,069

Fundraising  198,618  210,503

Program, Services* 
   & Investment  3,265,951  5,919,573

TOTAL $ 3,577,525 $ 6,264,145
* includes in-kind support from BJC HealthCare

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   
Beginning Net Assets $ 5,589,149 $ 5,558,048

Ending Net Assets $ 5,558,048 $ 3,940,477

FY ending 6/20/2018 FY ending 6/30/2019

2018 2019

Based on annual audit conducted by Anders
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OUR DONORS
DONORS (JULY 1, 2018 – JUNE 30, 2019)

$500,000
BJC HealthCare*
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

$100,000+
Anonymous (3)
John and Anne McDonnell
Missouri Foundation for Health
The Tilles Foundation
Linda and Pete Werner

$50,000+
Bayer Fund
The Bellwether Foundation
Leo Buder Foundation
Light a Single Candle Foundation
Steward Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$25,000+
Marillac Mission Fund
Pettus Foundation
Andrew and Barbara Taylor
Laurie and Ray Van de Riet 

$15,000+
Anonymous (1)
Ameren Corporation Charitable Trust
Bank of America
Mathematica
PNC Foundation
The Saigh Foundation
Saint Louis Mental Health Board
Jane Tschudy 2006  
Charitable Income Trust
Walmart

$10,000+
Valerie Bell and Kelvin Westbrook
Clark-Fox Family Foundation
William H. Danforth 
The Estate of Dolores Ehlers
Hartford Fire
Momentum Worldwide 
Allen Piles

$7,500+
Aetna Foundation
Employees Community Fund of Boeing 
Marcia Matthews and Albert Caiazzo
Carol and James Lister
Maritz
Kara and Robert Newmark

$5,000+
Julie and R.D. Todd Baur
Danielle and Blance Bordley Foundation  
of the St. Louis Community Foundation 
Isaac Bruce Foundation
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
Clemence Lieber Foundation
Lynn DeLearie and Kevin Pumm 
Gail and Michael Holmes
Edward Koplar
Carol and Jamie Lister
NFL Foundation
Linda Riekes
Schlichter Family Fund
Stifel Foundation
Pam and Greg Trapp

$2,500+
Anders Minkler Huber and Helm LLP
Buddy and Linda Bearman
Brad and Anne Bishop
Dr. Bronner’s Family Foundation
Zundra and Drummond Bryant
Church on the Rock
Caryn Fine and Robert Kanterrman
IPG
Patricia Istwan
Sandra and Richard Johnson
Karen Kalish, Estelle W. and  
Karen S. Kalish Fund of the St. Louis 
Community Foundation
Anjali and Atul Kamra
William Levin Fund of the St. Louis 
Community Foundation 
Susan and Gordon Philpott
Rachel Stix Michael Fund of the  
St. Louis Community Foundation
Steve and Mary Schoolman
Viola Reynolds
Stifel Nicolaus

* In kind



$1,000+
Anonymous (2)
India Boodram and Errin Braddock
Buron (Buff) Buffkin Jr. and  
Donn Kleinschmidt
Bulte Co Inc
Clayton Rotary Club
Daniel Cole
Sharon Harvey Davis
Bijal and David Desai-Ramirez
June and Flint Fowler
Follett School Solutions
Gretta Forrester, Forrester Family Fund 
of the St. Louis Community Foundation
Gateway Metro Federal Credit Union
Courtney Hemmer
Innovative Technology Education Fund
Laura Lambrix
Eileen McLoughlin
Jeanne Mattingly Miller
Penny Pennington and Mike Fidler
Joyce Price
Prufrock Foundation
RiverVest Venture Management
Alice Roach
Saint Louis University
Tamila and Kelvin Taylor
Shawn Williams 

$500+
Anonymous (1)
Dr. Kelvin Adams and Dr. Karen Collins
AJ Bitker Charitable Foundation
AlphaBeta Brewery
Brougham Family Charitable Fund
Gustavus A. Buder, Jr. and  
Kathryn M. Buder Memorial Fund of  
the St. Louis Community Foundation
Don and Susannah Danforth
Edwards Solutions
Emerging Wisdom
Margaret Mudd Fletcher
Four Strings
Andrew Ford
Bonnie Gipson
Peggy Guest and Frank Hamsher
Susan Haynes
James Jackson

Metropolitan Taxicab
Microcon
Network for Good
Andy and Peggy Newman
Kristin O’Connor
Jeffrey St. Omer
Pecha Family Foundation
Suzanne Siteman
The Shaved Duck
Andrea and Peter Van Cleve
Wayne Walker
Anita White

$100–$499 
Kevin Abel
Betsy Abente
Carolyn Backus
Angela Banks
Elizabeth Bender
Alfreda Brown
Linda and Roger Cacye
Capes Sokol Goodman Sarachan 
Ernest Clark
Holly and Steve Cousins
Royce Davis
Rebecca Eckrich
Josephine Goode Evans
Andrew Ford
Greg and Alyson Garland
Wanda Garner
Dr. Henry Givens
Philip Heagney
Jere Hochman
Pamela Westbrooks Hodge
Alan Hotard Hotard
Mary and Michael Houlihan
Invest St. Louis 
Ryonnel Jackson
Ralonda Jasper
Donna Johnson
Theresa Lydon Johnson
Anne Jump
Ann Liberman
Matthew Longueville
Armando Lopez
Carolyn Losos
Jayme Major

J.F. Mauldin
Michael’s Bar and Grill 
Novella LLC 
Blake Noyes
Elizabeth O’Brien
Pat’s Bar and Grill 
Polite Society 
Steven Poplawski
Raymond Preston
Debra Reimonenq
Sharon Remis
Nancy Reynolds
Ken Rinderknecht
Risberg Family Fund
Kay Royster
Michael Schmidt
Stanley Smith Smith 
Wendi Sock
Paula Southerland
Steinbaum Family Foundationn 
James Tatum
The Bed Guy 
The Gramophone 
Mary Thomasson
Nancy Thompson
Christopher Thornton
Elisa Crouch Tomich
James Williams
Jason Williams
Mamie Womack
John Wright

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR STUDENT ARTISTS:  
Adrian, Akhsia, Auri, Brianna, Demi, Derrick, Dream, Isaiah, 
Kameryn, Mile, Nariah, Sakori and Tyyrell from Stix, Bryan Hill 
and Columbia Elementary Schools.



801 N. 11th Street, Third Floor
Saint Louis, MO 63101

(314) 331-6177
slpsfoundation.org

SLPS FOUNDATION BOARD AND STAFF (July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019)

OFFICERS
Valerie D. Bell, Chair, Attorney
Robert L. Newmark, Vice Chair, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
Linda Bearman, Secretary, Ingenium Partners, Inc.
R.D. Todd Baur, Treasurer, Conway Investment Research, LLC

BOARD MEMBERS
Keith Brooks, Big League Impact 
Zundra L. Bryant, Centene
Al Caiazzo, First Clearing Correspondent Services
Vanessa Foster Cooksey, Washington University
Bijal Desai-Ramirez, MIXXED
Sharon Harvey Davis, Ameren
Caryn L. Fine, Ameren
Atul Kamra, SixThirty
Carol Putzel Lister, Community Volunteer
Susan Schlichter, Community Volunteer
Suzanne Spence, Community Volunteer
Tamila N. Taylor (Tammy), Taylored Analytics
Pam Trapp, Community Volunteer
Peter Werner, Nonprofit Consultant 
Shawn Williams, Assistant Principal, Gateway Elementary 

STAFF
Jane Donahue, President
Kaleigh Lawrence, Sr. Program Manager
Michael Whitley, Development Director (through 9/19)
Donna Woods, Fund Manager (part-time)


