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Craig Wilson is the editor of the Hill & Lake
Press and lives in Lowry Hill.

Our late editor Jean Deatrick had a regular
column called "Where We Are Now" that I
couldn't help thinking about when I walked by
the new Southwest LRT Bryn Mawr station
along the Cedar Lake Trail at Penn Avenue and
394.

The LRT station was intended to be a criti-
cal link to Bryn Mawr and North Minneapolis
at a cost estimated in 2015 of $14-16 million,
which we can assume is well over that now.

However, it seems so out of place, like a
spaceship that's landed in the middle of a prai-
rie — a bridge to nowhere of the Galactic Em-
pire Revival variety.

If Transit Police cannot manage the rela-
tively small and highly visible Uptown Transit
Station and had to close it due to concerns re-
lated to safety, crime and vandalism, how will
they monitor this remote site? Will they have to
do so with full-time dedicated staff at an addi-
tional expense to taxpayers?

Now that the Supreme Court has ruled that
cities can punish people for sleeping in public
places, will it put an end to our transit system
acting as an ad hoc mobile emergency homeless
shelter?

Will transit riders even use this station with
its long skyway over the heavy rail corridor, far

WHERE WE ARE NOW

Editorial by Craig Wilson

The new Southwest LRT Bryn Mawr station at Penn Avenue and 394 extends far into the prairie along the Cedar Lake
Trail. Who will use it and how will it be maintained? (Photo Craig Wilson)

from businesses and residences? Sound transit ori-
ented development maximizes the amount of resi-
dential and commercial space within a quarter mile
walking distance of public transportation — where
is that suppose to happen here?

With most current shelters on the brink of clo-

sure due to lack of proper funding from Hennepin
County and other agencies, could these millions of
dollars in capital costs and millions of dollars in on-
going future operations have been better spent on to
affordable housing and shelter support? Time will
tell.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our goal is to offer readers diverse
perspectives on newsworthy events
or issues of broad public concern
to the Hill & Lake community. Our
copy limit is 300 words and we
reserve the right to edit for clarity
and length.

Support Our Police

In his poignant Star Tribune edi-
torial, "Police officer Jamal Mitchell
was exceptional, but he was not the
exception," Chief Brian O’Hara ad-
dresses a critical juncture for our
community.

The loss of Officer Jamal Mitch-
ell, a beacon of bravery and commit-
ment, is a tragic reminder of the sac-
rifices made by our law enforcement
officers. Chief O’Hara's reflection on
this loss and his call to recognize the
broader virtue within the profession
is both timely and profound.

Chief O'Hara's presence here is
profoundly significant, as this tragic
loss is vividly bookended by another
that brought him here. No one should
ever lose their life from law enforce-
ment actions experienced while in
custody — this should be true here
and everywhere. Two things can be
true at the same time.

When I relocated 40 years ago,
those who tempted me here summed
up those that live in Minneapolis
with one word: "hardy." Our path
forward, fraught with challenges,
discourages even the best of us.

And yet, Chief O’Hara's leader-
ship shines a way through our strife
— a way that demands deep reflec-
tion, carefully considered actions,
and vigilant transparent oversight. It
is through healthy civic engagement
and transparent oversight that trust
can be built across all aspects of our
local government and the citizens it
exists to serve — not just our MPD.
But that’s the perfect place for all
Minneapolis government to start.

With his command over our
Minneapolis Police Department,
Chief O’Hara is raising the bar by in-
stitutionalizing constitutional polic-
ing as the standard by which they
protect and serve.

I can say with 100% certainty
that Jamal Mitchell wasn’t an excep-

tion — I should know. I've fed him
along with every officer at every
watch at every precinct multiple
times over the last four years. Our
hardy MPD officers are and will fol-
low the Chief's leadership.

There's no way out of our chal-
lenges, but his is a way through. Give
our Chief what he’s asked of us —
remove the needless friction and
lower the temperature.

Rob Reul
Lowry Hill

Sleuth Your Stoop

Have you ever wondered who
built your house? What did they look
like? How did they entertain? Who
did they entertain? What did it look
like before remodeling (or remud-
dling)?

St. Paul’s Episcopal church is
hosting a house detective workshop
by resident historian Kathy Kullberg
on Saturday, July 27 in our newly re-
modeled Undercroft. The church has
been located at Lake of the Isles
since 1958 and has served the com-
munity by hosting local weddings,
holiday parties, a Boy Scout troop,
and funerals, which may be part of
your history as well.

We invite you to come and learn
research tips and some local history
about Lowry Hill and Kenwood. Ms.
Kullberg has been researching much
of the neighborhood’s housing stock
for over the past 15 years. During
this workshop you will learn how
and where to find the information for
your home.

Please go to the church’s website
at Stpaulsmpls.org for more informa-
tion and to register for the event.
Seating is limited for this fun and
enlightening half day workshop.

Laurie Larsen
Lowry Hill

Rape at Cedar Lake Could Have
Been Avoided

A disturbing article appeared in
the Saturday June 15 Star Tribune.
The article headline stated, "Man ac-
cused of attacking woman walking
on Cedar Lake trail and raping her at
knifepoint."

It further states, "woman said
she was walking on a trail when she
was grabbed by a man... who she

said threw her into the brush and
held a small knife on her while chok-
ing her...." Minneapolis Park Police
responded to a report of a robbery
and sexual assault near Cedar Lake
on June 7."

In a Letter to the Editor submis-
sion to the Hill & Lake Press, Aug.
2022 Issue, during the Cedar-Isles
Master Plan process, 1 submitted
an argument against the residents'
feedback to, "Keep Cedar Lake Park
'hidden and secluded' and a place to
find 'solitude'.

I lobbied for an asphalt path
through the "hidden and secluded"
North/Northeast section of Cedar
Lake Park which would bring a wid-
er audience of park users through the
isolated area and make it a better,
safer park. I believe the June 7 situa-
tion merits a recounting of my
grounds challenging a "hidden and-
secluded" park.

In the August, 2022 letter, I stat-
ed, "It may surprise a lot of people,
but secluded, isolated, heavily vege-
tated areas, with poor sight lines are
threatening areas for many people
and are therefore avoided! These fea-
tures are not attributes of successful
parks—in fact, these parks can
become disamenities. There is a rea-
son why the Kenwood Neighborhood
Organization has paid for extra
police presence since 1995 at East
Cedar Beach (a.k.a. Hidden Beach)."

The tragic incident on a Cedar
Lake Trail is a clarion call to change
the conditions of the "Hidden and
Secluded" Regional Park. These hor-
rible incidents do not occur often,
but when they do, steps should be
taken to eliminate the conditions
that provide the opportunity to at-
tempt them!

Keep the nature park but make it
accessible with one decent path to
enable more park users to the area
and make the area less threatening!

Ron (Jake) Werner
St. Louis Park

Thanks to the efforts of John Van Heel and Citizens for a Loring Park Community, as well as area stakeholders, the Douglas
Median and Hennepin-Lyndale Crossroads received much-needed tending. Prescription Landscape was contracted to manage
the corridor for the rest of the 2024 growing season. Tangletown Gardens will install a seasonal planting in early July once the
irrigation is turned on. Thank you to our readers for your support of this important effort. Pictured from left to right are
Prescription Landscape staff Monaire Baughn, Braden Kramer, Garrett Lucas, Nicholas Weed, Zaden Larson and Brandon Kelly.
(Photos Craig Wilson)
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EVERYONE IS ENTITLED TO MY OPINION:

Slain Minneapolis police officer Jamal Mitchell.
Say his name. (Photo Minneapolie Police Department)

Susan Lenfestey is a regular columnist and found-
er and current board member of the Hill & Lake
Press. She lives in Lowry Hill.

When I read that the Institute for Quality of
Life had named Minneapolis the happiest city in
the USA, I decided to get with the program. No
more Debbie Downer opinions from me!

But then I got to wondering what life is like in
the less-happy cities, because things are a little
rough in our city right now.

I’'m not talking about the quality-of-life issues
that usually get me down, like gas-powered leaf
blowers and unused bike lanes.

I’'m talking about crime and failing businesses,
and how some in city leadership don’t seem to see
the crisis it truly is.

Crime

On the crime front, efforts are being made to
restore safe streets by hiring “ambassadors” and
“violence interrupters” to patrol the streets. It’s a
start, but not the same as the presence of a robust
and well-trained police force.

Mayor Frey and Police Chief O’Hara have been
working hard to replenish the ranks of the MPD
— difficult in the current environment. Recently
the city announced a tentative three-year agree-
ment with the Police Officers Federation of Min-
neapolis that includes an historic 21.7% pay in-
crease over three years.

But some members of the Council oppose the
contract and have continued to sow distrust of the
MPD. In a public statement after the shooting of
Officer Jamal Mitchell, Ward 10 Council Member,
Council Vice-President Aisha Chughtai, a member
of the Democratic Socialists of America, known
also as the DSA, did not mention that a police of-
ficer was shot. She did not say his name.

Instead, Chughtai wrote that the “[m]assive law
enforcement presence, helicopters overhead, and
gun violence should not be normalized” and apolo-
gized to her constituents saying, “[m]any residents
came home to find crime scene tape closing off ac-
cess to their home. For those who experienced this
yesterday, I am so sorry."

Mpls for the Many, the political action commit-
tee that supports DSA-aligned candidates, sent out
an email stating that “... we collectively grieve the
tragic deaths of Officer Jamal Mitchell, Osman
Said Jimale and Mohamed Bashir Aden.” No. We.
Don’t.

I know nothing about Mr. Jimale or Mr. Aden,
but I know that only one of those men was there as
a police officer, to protect the lives of the others.
Say his name.

The email went on to urge supporters to attend
a public hearing on June 25 to voice opposition to
the new contract.

That hearing, before the Administration and
Enterprise Oversight Committee, was attended by
nearly 100 people. After a detailed presentation on
behalf of the city by City Operations Officer Mar-
garet Anderson Kelliher, and rebuttal by Stacey
Gurian-Sherman of Minneapolis For A Better Po-
lice Contract, the meeting was opened for public
comment. Roughly 35 people spoke, the over-
whelming majority of them in favor of the contract.

But the committee deadlocked at 3-3 on wheth-
er to move forward with a full Council vote on June
27, with opponents insisting that they needed an-

THE HAPPIEST CITY

Opinion by Susan Lenfestey

other hearing to get more information. Chair Won-
sley, Ellison, and Chughtai were against, while
Vice-Chair Palmisano, Vetaw, and Cashman fa-
vored immediate action.

Kicking the Can

Given that the Council already participated in
a day-long seminar on contract details, and there is
no requirement for public input on this or any other
city contract, and citizens are more likely to share
opinions than new facts, this appears to be a kick-
the-can-down-the-road maneuver with the goal of
prolonging the process. It’s reminiscent of the foot-
dragging of so-called progressives on reopening
the 3rd Precinct. If you keep holding hearings, you
might hear what you want to hear.

The next public hearing has been pushed to
July 8 with final consideration no earlier than July
18. However, seven votes are needed for approval
and Council Member Osman, the seventh vote, will
be out of town for the next two-week council cycle.
This could push the vote until August 1. Ward 7
Council Member Katie Cashman has promised to
vote for the contract. Stay tuned.

If the council fails to approve the contract, then
it returns to mediation, and advances to binding ar-
bitration.

“I’'m not talking about
the quality-of-life is-
sues that usually get me
down, like gas-powered
leaf blowers and unused
bike lanes... 'm talking
about crime and failing
businesses, and how
some in city leadership
don’t seem to see the
crisis it truly is.”

On the commercial front, small businesses are
plagued by chronic crime and vandalism.

Judy Longbottom, owner of the UPS store at
28th Street and Hennepin Avenue South, sent a list
of simple requests to the City Council, including
asking that lighting be restored in the streets and
alleys by her shop. Criminals have stripped the
copper out of the streetlights, leaving her business
and her neighbors in the dark.

She wrote, “I beg city council members to hear
our valid concerns about the cost of doing business
in the city of Minneapolis. There is a breaking
point for all businesses.”

That breaking point was recently reached by
Mikaela Harrod, owner of Les Sél, a boutique on
Lake Street near Irving Avenue, who will close her
business on June 30.

In a post announcing the closing she wrote:
“Small businesses in Uptown are hurting... we feel
the city hasn’t done enough to help our little slice
of Minneapolis... We’re sad to close our doors...
but hoping our closing can serve as a reminder to
the city that more needs to be done to help other
small businesses.”

Restaurants still open are hanging on by a
thread, reducing their hours to stay in business and
retain employees. Efforts to unionize in these
small, often BIPOC-owned, restaurants could not
come at a worse time.

Kim’s restaurant in Uptown, owned by stalwart
Uptown supporter Ann Kim, is an example of a
restaurant determined to stick it out in these tough
times. But workers there are attempting to union-
ize, an effort Kim does not support. The restaurant
recently had a slab of concrete thrown through the
front window and white paint splashed over the fa-
cade. Whether random or related to the unioniza-
tion effort is anyone’s guess.

Council Member Cashman is co-author of a
bill to establish a Labor Standards Board, an advi-
sory panel that would recommend new policies to
oversee working conditions for restaurant employ-
ees.

The bill is opposed by over 150 chefs and small
restaurant owners, but has the backing of Mayor
Frey and City Council President Elliott Payne. (Be-
cause the foray into managing Lyft and Uber went
so well.)

The DSA-aligned members of the City Council
should get to work on what they were elected to do.
That means supporting struggling businesses and
not trying to run them. That means doing the te-
dious work of rebuilding our police force and pro-
viding public safety. Until that work is taken seri-
ously, the title of happiest city is a chimera.

HERE ARE A FEW
THINGS THAT
HAPPENED IN OUR
CITY IN THE LAST
MONTH:

* The shooting death of Jamal
Mitchell, a promising young police
officer, a beloved partner, father
and son. There are no words to
express the depth of this loss,
to his family, to the city.

The brutal assault of a woman at
Cedar Lake who was forced at
knife point into her car and raped
twice before managing to escape.

A spate of brazen armed robber-
ies that occurred in broad daylight
along Douglas Avenue in Lowry
Hill.

A slab of concrete thrown through
Ann Kim’s restaurant on 31st and

paint splashed across the facade

and in the restaurant.

Restaurants hanging on by
a thread being pressured to
unionize.

WHAT CAN YOU DO:

* Attend the police contract hearing
on July 8 and the council vote on
July 18. Held in the temporary
council chambers at the Public
Service Center:

250 S 4th St; Room 350.

» Pay close attention to these
important City Council actions.

* In national elections we are the
voting-est city in America, with
81.3% turnout in 2020.

* Turnout for the municipal
election in 2023 was 31.7%
of eligible voters.

* The next municipal election is
scheduled for 2025.

« Say his name. Then vote.

* K %k kK

VOTE

XXXEXN
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WILL LYNDALE BE THE NEXT HENNEPIN?:
HENNEPIN COUNTY UNVEILS NEW DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR LYNDALE AVENUE

SAMPLE CONCEPT A

By Marty Carlson

SAMPLE CONCEPT B
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These section concepts do not reflect the final options for the corridor layout.

(Image Hennepin County)

Marty Carlson is a regular contributor and
lives in Kenwood.

If included, transit lane operations will be determined in the future.
Bikeways for consideration between Summit Avenue and 28th Street.
These section concepts do not reflect the final options for the corridor layout.

(Image Hennepin County)

“The redesign process

itself has already sparked

On June 10, Hennepin County opened up a
new round of public comment on its proposed
reconstruction of Lyndale Avenue from
Franklin to 31st Street at an open house at
SpringHouse Ministries. The centerpiece was
the release of three alternative potential de-
sign concepts for the roadway, each of which
is materially different from the others.

The redesign process itself has already
sparked tensions in the area, pitting local
business owners and residents concerned
about accessibility and parking against the
bike lobby and transit advocates, who want to
see the addition of dedicated bike and bus
lanes. Dueling protests occurred in the area in
March 2024.

The flash point for the new round of pub-
lic comment is likely to be “Sample Concept
B,” which proposes adding a dedicated bus
lane on one side of the street, which appears
from the rendering to eliminate all parking on
that side for the length of the roadway.

tensions in the area,
pitting local business
owners and residents
concerned about
accessibility and parking
against the bike lobby
and transit advocates,
who want to see the
addition of dedicated
bike and bus lanes.
Dueling protests
occurred in the area
in March 2024.”

More bike lanes...

Also of note are dedicated bike lanes pro-
posed in Sample Concepts B and C. The coun-
ty states that while Lyndale is not identified
as a bikeway on current city or county bike
plan maps, these proposals were driven by
public feedback received during the first
round of public comment. If adopted, the pro-
posed bike lanes would connect the Loring
Greenway to the Midtown Greenway.

Sample Concept A comes closest to pre-
serving the street in its current configuration,
with several caveats. First, it’s a three-lane
roadway with a center turn lane. For those
who weren’t paying careful attention already,
this cements a change from four lanes to three
that was already deemed permanent in 2022.

Second, all of the concepts include addi-
tional pedestrian safety measures, such as
bump-outs at crossings. Third, the width of
the proposed lanes has not yet been deter-
mined. That’s a source of concern to some lo-
cal business owners, who worry that enhanced
boulevard space at the edge of the roadway
could come at the expense of safe and conve-
nient loading and unloading for both personal
and commercial vehicles.

I I I Y
LINDEN HILLS 4321 UPTON AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN LOWRY HILL 1007 W FRANKLIN AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, I\II
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SAMPLE CONCEPT C
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Bikeways for consideration between Summit Avenue and 28th Street.
These section concepts do not reflect the final options for the corridor layout.

(Image Hennepin County)

“The flash point for the
new round of public
comment is likely to be
'Sample Concept B,'
which proposes adding
a dedicated bus lane on
one side of the street,
which appears from the
rendering to eliminate all
parking on that side for
the length of the roadway.”

Why is this reconstruction necessary?

The county cites a number of reasons in its
presentation materials. First and foremost is
that such roadways are anticipated to have a
60-70 year functional lifespan, and Lyndale
Avenue has not been comprehensively recon-

of July.

structed since the 1930s. Below grade utilities
also need attention. Other reasons include
safety, ADA compliance and increased green
space.

Bottom line?

This is your time to speak up! Want
bus-only lanes? Take the survey. Like park-
ing? Take the survey. Like bike lanes? Take
the survey. You get it....

Nota bene: use of the word “transit” in the
survey appears to mean “buses,” which may
be confusing for some participants.

The open house materials, available at the
project website, contain additional useful in-
formation. And, for those of you who (like
me) are survey-averse, you can email com-
ments in your own words to Josh Potter, the
project engineer, at josh.potter@hennepin.us.

PUBLIC
COMMENT
NEEDED:

Public input on these design concepts is
requested by Hennepin County.

Residents can complete a short online survey

beheardhennepin.org/lyndale-avenue

The survey remains open through the end
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THESE CANDIDATES WANT TO REPRESENT YOU IN THE HOUSE:
They Are Competing in the August 13 Primary

Craig Wilson is the editor of the Hill & Lake
Press and lives in Lowry Hill.

The Minnesota Primary is on August 13.
According to the Secretary of State, three
candidates are competing in the primary for
the 61A House seat, which has been held by
Representative Frank Hornstein since 2003.
The Hill & Lake Press invited candidates Ka-
tie Jones, Isabell Rolfes and Will Stancil to
each write a short essay on what they believe
is the single most important issue their con-
stituents want them to address at the state
level, in 400 words or less. Here’s what they
had to say.

The Hill & Lake Press does not endorse
any candidates. We will interview those who
will be on the ballot in November for the
general election in the October issue.

Katie Jones (Photo Alice Gao)

Katie Jones

From Elliot Park to Cedar Lake, Uptown
to Harrison, community safety is the issue
I’ve heard consistently from voters across
our district.

Too many neighbors have faced unsafe
situations, and we need to hold those who
cause harm to others accountable. Everyone
deserves to feel safe walking, riding the train,
or entering their car. It’s also an issue of
equity: Data shows that BIPOC community
members face a disproportionate burden of
violence compared to white neighbors. It's the

By Craig Wilson, Editor

role of elected leaders to develop and
implement effective policies so people can
live, learn, work, and play safely.

This requires effective partnership at
every level of government to work upstream
to prevent violence and harm. Our state must
support community-based violence
intervention efforts that have proven to be
effective. That includes passing common
sense gun laws to get deadly weapons out of
our communities and holding manufacturers
accountable. Most importantly, we must
engage with people in our neighborhoods. I
recently attended Hennepin County’s Safe
Communities Summit to hear from local
experts and experienced community groups.
Everyone underscored the need for
collaboration, trust building, and investment
in our communities. They also emphasized
listening — to one another, to our community
members traumatized by violence, and to first
responders. Creating greater understanding
and building these relationships are
foundational to restoring trust in our systems.

Safe communities are ones that are well-
resourced with strong connections between
neighbors. As our city faces a budget deficit
that will impact everyone who lives here, I
will pursue an increase to Local Government
Aid for Minneapolis so local decision makers
have the resources needed to advocate for
appropriate responses for people in crisis and
can focus on prevention. Having a healthy
city budget is critical, and we need to state
action to support the local economy, broadly
grow our tax base, and stabilize property
taxes.  Solutions include  reimagining
downtown buildings wherever possible to
convert vacant offices to residences, and
piloting incentives that turn unused lots and
properties into spaces utilized by the
community.

Like many of today’s complex social
problems, progress is made by taking a multi-
pronged approach and  working in
collaboration. As the adage goes, “An ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” From
access to stable housing, fully funded
education, reliable transit, and making sure
everyone's basic needs are met, [ will
champion policies that strengthen our
communities because it's how we build more
durable solutions.

Isabel Rolfes (Photo Molly Burns-Hansen)

Isabel Rolfes

I’ve made it clear in my campaign that no
issue stands alone. But if I had to pick one
that is front and center, it’s safety.

Our small business owners are yearning
for a public safety presence, so their
storefronts remain safe.

Our LGBTQIA+ friends are facing a re-
surgence in bigotry and hate crimes. Our
neighbors and friends are on edge because of
the notable presence of guns in our commu-

nity.
The list goes on.
The State doesn’t control  what

Minneapolis’ Public Safety department does,
but I will work closer with them to draft
complementary public safety legislation to
have the most positive benefits for my fellow
neighbors in 61A. This means not only
sending funding, but ensuring we are doing
the work to implement a holistic approach to
public safety that addresses the wide range of
issues impacting safety in Minneapolis.

I will work with the Peace Officer
Standards and Training (POST) Board to
ensure their training is set up in a way to keep
the community and emergency responders
safe when they are called to respond to calls,
as well as ensure there is follow through on
new Diversity, Equity and Inclusion training
that aims to remove biases in policing.

I will protect our “red flag” laws to reduce
chances of repeat offenders accessing guns
and do the hard work to pass safe storage laws

clare v,
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CANDIDATES WANT TO REPRESENT YOU, Page 6

and ban assault rifles.

We also need to increase safety by ensuring
all Minnesotans have access to basic needs to
reduce the root causes of crime before it
happens. This means providing: dignified,

good-paying jobs; affordable housing;
healthcare; education; and access to
transportation.

This means investing in what we know
works, which is culturally relevant shelters in
the short-term to meet the needs of different
community members, and taking a housing-
first approach to addressing the housing crisis
in the long-term to ensure people in need are
getting the full range of services necessary to
transition back into being housed.

While there are many steps to be taken to
make Minneapolis a safer place, I firmly
believe that taking a holistic approach to
public safety is how we bring everyone to a
better place.

At the state level, I will tackle public
safety. And I will do it through all of these
avenues with community input every step of
the way.

Will Stancil (Photo James McFeeters)

Will Stancil

My top priority at the legislature is bring-
ing prosperity back to Minneapolis.

We’ve all seen the changes. Businesses
are leaving the city and there are many vacant
storefronts in Uptown. The school district
keeps shrinking — twenty percent of students

gone in just a few years.

There are public safety problems,
particularly in the Lakes area. And it’s
alarming that, despite all this, property taxes
are slated to rise — not because services have
improved, but because the tax base has
withered.

Helping the city was my core focus when I
entered the race. I've discovered that it is also,
overwhelmingly, what voters want to talk
about when you knock their doors.

There’s no magic solution that will solve
all these problems at once. These are
complicated issues and even the best-laid
plans usually need revision when they’re put
into practice.

But I've worked on local government,
development, and educational topics for a
decade, and I have a few ideas. I've also talked
to a lot of people — former legislators,
business owners, teachers — and have
harvested as many ideas from them as possible.

Fixing the commercial environment will
require new investment in the city, supporting
existing businesses and creating incentives to
open new ones.

I’m willing to throw money at the problem:;
my view is that spending upfront to bring back
commerce will pay back in multiples down
the road. It will also require addressing public
safety concerns, since it’s hard to get cust
omers to frequent an establishment in an area
they perceive as unsafe.

I’ve worked on efforts around the country
designed to attract new parents to struggling
school districts, so I know it’s possible.

It requires, first and foremost, close
attention to what services and programs
parents want. Rather than working to provide
education to a minimal standard, we need
to figure out what sorts of education is excit-
ing to families — small class sizes, arts in-
struction, dual-language immersion — and
then ensure those opportunities are available
in the city district.

Minneapolis neighbors almost all want to
attend their local school, but no parent will
ever choose to gamble their child on a school
they don’t think is up to par. This has to be
incorporated into educational policymaking
as a first principle.

I have lived in Lowry Hill for 15 years and
I love this neighborhood and city. I want to
help it prosper once again.

Hill & Lake
Press

The Hill & Lake Press is a
non-profit newspaper funded
and supported by its advertisers
and neighborhood associations:

e East Bde Maka Ska
Neighborhood Association (EBMSNA)

s34l east bde
= maka sk

¢ East Isles Neighborhood
Association (EINA)

easT SR s

e Cedar-Isles-Dean
Neighborhood Association
(CIDNA)

Cedar-Isles-Dean
Neighborhood

e Kenwood Neighborhood
Organization (KNO)

ST I

¢ Lowry Hill Neighborhood
Association (LHNA)

e West Maka Ska
Neighborhood Council (WMSNC)
WEST

m MAKA SKA

< -_—) neighborhood council

_BARBETTE.

RESTAURANT - AMUSEMENTS

0e%6Pa% 600
BRSREREREREREREREREREREREREREEREEREERERERREEREREEELEE

Hannah with

BODYWORK AND
MASSAGE THERAPY

Offering:

LAKE +

IRVING

Swedish Massage
UPTOWN MINNEAPOLIS

Deep Tissue Massage
Combination Massage

and Facials I_Stop by and try our—l

American food with
Global flavors —
our Loco Moco will
make you go Loco!
L _|

$5 OFF your online order

Monday - Thursday: during the month of May,

AT THE UPTOWN 4 P.M. - 10 P.M. using code:
WELLNESS CENTER Friday - Saturday: NeighborL )
2920 Bryant Avenue S 11AM.- 10 P.M. eighborLove

Suite 107

Cell 612-386-7499
Office 612-354-2982

Sunday:
11 A.M. -9 P.M.

612 354 2453

1600 W. LAKE ST

612.827.5710
6 © @BARBETTEMPLS BARBETTE.COM

2919 Knox Ave. S
Mpls, MN 55408

brimrestaurant.com
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MN HOUSE

, Hill &
C F
Engineer (;L;tosm& r(cflg:’tir? Lake

Since 1986
Proven leader 2107 Penn Ave. S - Mpls, MN 55405 I ress
Coalition builder 612-374-2420

Running to serve 61A framestyles.net

YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE IS WORTH PLANNING FOR
Your unique life, planned.

KH
KING & HOMSTAD

WEALTH PARTNERS

of
RAYMOND JAMES

K. AINE KING
Financial Advisor

60 South 6th Street, Suite 3510
Minneapolis, MN 55402 // T 612.217.9136
aine.king@raymondjames.com
kinghomstadwealthpartners.com

©2024 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 24-BR3BB-0064 TA 4/24

E.T.C. presents

Shrek the
Musical Jr.

Saturday, July 20,10:00 am
Loring Park

Sunday, July 28, 2:00 pm

el Chute Square (University Ave. SE
& Central Ave. SE)

Bring a picnic! Bring your family & friends!

=

1415 Mount Curve Ave 7 Bed | 9 Bath | 10,565 sq ft

This exceptional home has been meticulously renovated, blending
ireplaceable historic architecture with modern updates. It is perfectly
suited for both grand gatherings and everyday family living.

- ‘ It truly must be seen to be appreciated. =
)

Sue Westerman | 612-599-7050 | Sue.Westerman@cbburnet.com  cgtowe

H:! - [
B rlul""
= e
4 il
g
| i

. ‘;1':_;‘-..;' = 2= = ; , u E
Thursdays, Fridays, & Saturdays
5:00 — §:00 pm

Join us this summer for drinks, dining, and the absolute
best views of Loring Park & and downtown Minneapolis.

Summer goes fast, and so do reservations, so please
make plans now to dine with us all summer long.

Reservations at womansclub.org or through the Front Desk
at 612.813.5300 or frontdesk@womansclub.org.

THE WOMAN'’S CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS 410 OAK GROVE STREET
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Cedar:Isles-Dean

Neighborhood Association

Join us selling or buying at the 13th Annual
Neighborhood Super Sale! Residents in the sale

Sto rytime PicniCS e neighborhoods can register for $20, which gets you:
3rd Friday of the month R Y * sale listing on the interactive online map 3

10:45 - 11:30 AM @ Park Siding Park : * advertising and social media promotion

Upcoming Dates: July 19, August 16 —— i » official Sale Here lawn sign
* invite to a sign pickup party

SundCIy Summer MUSic Series * option to have unsold items picked up
for donation (pickup Monday, Sept. 9)

Y B July Band: Ngange & Themasses
4:00 - 5:00 PM @ Cedar Lake South Beach

Upcoming Dates: July 21, August 18 .
Register by 11 pm on Monday, Aug. 26

Family Fishing on Cedar Lake Details + registration: eastisles.org/sale

Saturday, August 3, 10:00 AM -12:00 PM
Join Cedar-Isles-Dean & Kenwood E ; / EAST @i 1SLES

Neighborhoods @ Cedar Lake for fishing fun! NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

east bde 2 5 Cedar Istes- Dean

Learn more at cidna.org S e

LOWRY HILL ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Saturday, July 13 from 1-3 pm
Thomas Lowry Park

Ice Cream from
Sebastian Joe’s Y 4
Live Band
Face Painter
Origami Artist %
-

Fire Truck Visit

Artrageous Community
Creation Station

Visit lowryhillneighborhood.org for event details and more.

Hill & Lake Press
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Josie Owens is a regular contributor
to the Hill & Lake Press and lives in
Lowry Hill.

Not many neighborhoods can
claim such a highly regarded theater
only a stone’s throw away. For 25
years, the Jungle has been producing
marvelous shows in its wonderful
jewel box theater.

Humble Beginnings

The Jungle was the inspiration of
Bain Boehlke, a longtime champion
of the Minneapolis theater scene.
While lying on a beach in Mexico in
1986, Boehlke suddenly thought —
what Minneapolis needs is a neigh-
borhood-based, storefront theater.
It’ll be called (looks around) the
Jungle!

With this idea percolating, Boe-
hlke found an empty storefront on
Lake Street and Lyndale Avenue that
was the “intimate space to produce
simple productions and lavish a lot
of care on them.” On February 7,
1991, the Jungle opened its sold out
show of Timothy Mason’s “Only
You” in its 93-seat theater. With the
help of co-founder George Sutton,
the early years were successful,
bringing four to five plays each year
to the neighborhood. These plays
were usually by established play-
wrights — Pinter, Albee, Beckett,
Mamet — featuring small casts in
small spaces.

The Second Phase

With success came growth, and
the theater needed an upgrade. After
six years, Boehlke and Sutton still
wanted to maintain an intimate feel-
ing but needed to expand beyond a
9 1 foot stage.

In 1996, the Jungle announced a
$2.5 million dollar campaign for a
new theater. By September 1997, the
campaign was complete, and ground-
breaking began kitty-corner in the
Kinicker’s building.

The new space housed a 30’ x
80’ stage with two stage doors. How-
ever, with only 140 plush velvet
seats, the theater still maintained the

— . o

The Jungle Theater, near the intersection of Lyndale Avenue and Lake Street

THE JUNGLE THEATER CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

Story by Josie Owens

intimacy of a small theater. On Feb-
ruary 12, 1999, “Macbeth,” with a
cast of 36, opened in the new theater.

Middle Years

The Jungle carried on for many
seasons, turning out excellent pro-
ductions of both classics and con-

“While lying on

a beach in

Mexico in 1986,
Boehlke suddenly
thought — what
Minneapolis

needs is a
neighborhood-based,
storefront theater.”

temporary shows. In June 2015, Boe-
hlke announced that he planned to
retire from his post. For the first
time, the Jungle would be in the
hands of a new artistic director. The
board decided that the search should
be broad enough to allow for new
ideas and creativity — something
not always welcomed by an outgoing
founder. This inclusive approach en-
abled Sarah Rasmussen to become
the second artistic director, in 2016.

Rasmussen, a native of Sisseton,
South Dakota, shared Boehlke’s ded-
ication to small theater.

After seeing “As You Like It” at
the Guthrie Theater in 1982, she re-
turned home and started a theater in
her basement. Her love of theater
was insatiable. Boehlke and Rasmus-
sen first worked together profession-
ally in 2012 when Rasmussen direct-
ed Sarah Ruehl’s 2009 play “In the
Next Room (or the Vibrator Play)” at
the Jungle.

Boehlke said that Rasmussen
was impressive as she “articulated
the ongoing vision of the Jungle, the

.....

(Photo Craig Wilson)

depth at which she understood the
theater’s core and what its arc of in-
tention is.”

Rasmussen became the Jungle’s
artistic director in 2016 and launched
her first season with an all-female
production of Shakespeare's “The
Two Gentlemen of Verona.” Rasmus-
sen continued this focus on women
by hiring all female directors for the
2017 season.

She also shifted the emphasis to
new play development and shows by
new playwrights with BIPOC actors
and directors. Her approach in-
creased theater memberships and
drew younger audiences.

Covid Challenges

Having just opened “Redwood,”
the Jungle, along with most of the
world, shut down in March 2020.
However, something else had also
impacted the Jungle. Rasmussen had
just been offered and accepted the
artistic director position at McCarter
Theatre Center in Princeton, New
Jersey.

At a normal time, a broad search
might have taken place for her re-
placement. In a pandemic, the board
looked to someone who was at hand
and up to the challenge. The Jungle
found that person in Christina Bald-
win, a revered actor and director in
Minneapolis. Baldwin was very fa-
miliar with the Jungle's vision, hav-
ing acted and directed in many plays
there.

For a year, as interim artistic di-
rector, Baldwin brought creative
solutions to the Covid crisis while
complying with rules prohibiting
Equity actors and audiences from
being in the theater.

The Jungle had Shine a Light, a
free multimedia event of local artists
and exciting window installations
and projection on the Jungle exterior.
Baldwin directed a virtual show,
“Is Edward Snowden Single?”,
a two-person cast with over 20 roles.
With this trial by fire, Baldwin saved
the Jungle and was named its artistic
director in April 2021.

"The past is the present. It's the
future, too." — Long Day’s Jour-
ney into Night

Since Covid, the Jungle has re-
turned to problems of old — budget-
ing for a small theater. Its size pre-
vents the Jungle from qualifying for
many grants available to larger or
even smaller theaters.

Baldwin can produce only three
productions each season while she
“finds some way of sustainability
not so reliant on outside fundrais-
ing.” It is very important to her that
the actors earn a living wage, and
she stresses that Minneapolis needs
to double down and support the arts
with more funding.

In 1991, Bain Boehlke recog-
nized that Minneapolis needed a
theater like the Jungle. Twenty-five
years have proven that he was right.
Rasmussen and Baldwin carried the
torch for this neighborhood and
community. It is important for us to
return to supporting this amazing
theater. You won’t be sorry!

As heard on stage at the Jungle....

“So, what are we going to do the
rest of our lives?” Before we “shuf-
fle off this mortal coil,” go to the
Jungle so that you can "regret noth-
ing! You hear me? Nothing!” be-
cause the Jungle will continue to
produce top-notch, thought-provok-
ing, diverse plays. “Same procedure
as last year? Same procedure as ev-
ery year.”

The Jungle will announce and
open its season tickets sales on July
17. The hilarious and sentimental
“Dinner for One” needs to be part of
your holiday season!

_>

JUNGLE
THEATER:

HOURS:

Wednesday - Friday
4:30pm - 7:30pm

Please note: Box Office phones
will close one hour prior to
show time on show dates.

Walk-up Hours:
Thursday & Friday
4:30pm - 7:00pm

LOCATION:

2951 Lyndale Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55408
612.822.7063

ONLINE:

Online sales are available
24/7 or by email at —
boxoffice@junglethe-
ater.org.

The Jungle Theater has a
PAY AS YOU ARE pricing
policy. For more details,
please see our website.
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Mark Tierney lives in Lowry Hill
and is a tennis enthusiast.

Unlike sports like soccer, la-
crosse, hockey, baseball, football
and basketball that are often sup-
ported by schools, community
leagues and club teams, tennis is
mostly left to individuals.

Team sports become lobbying
forces that usually influence the dis-
tribution of limited funds for build-
ing and maintaining sports venues.
This dynamic often leaves tennis
courts and their individual advo-
cates at the end of the receiving line.

The Power of the Park Board

The building and maintenance
of our city tennis courts fall under
the purview of the park board.

It costs approximately $150,000
to build a single tennis court and
more than $2,000 per year to main-
tain it. In Minnesota, a new court
will begin to show surface cracking
within four to five years.

If these cracks are not immedi-
ately and continuously addressed,
they will expand. Eventually, at the
ten-year mark, the court will be-
come unplayable. However, if reg-
ularly maintained, a tennis court
could have a life expectancy of 20
to 30 years.

Once a court becomes unplay-
able, the cement surface will need
to be torn up, removed and replaced,
which can be more costly than
building a new court from scratch.

The four courts in Loring Park,
which were original to the park
when built in 1883, have recently
undergone this very process.

In 2017, the park board had a

JUDGING THE QUALITY OF A CITY
BY THE CONDITION OF ITS URBAN TENNIS COURTS

Article and Photos by Mark Tierney

The Loring Park tennis courts in 2017 and 2024

choice to make after years of ne-
glected surface maintenance: come
up with $500,000 to tear out and
rebuild the four courts or elimi-
nate them altogether and create new
green space.

Those supporting more green
space argued, “Nobody plays on
them anyway, so why spend all of
that money?” They were overlook-
ing the obvious reason they were
not being used — they were unplay-
able (see adjacent photo).

Supporters of “find the money
and rebuild” were dispersed and
unorganized, mainly individual ten-
nis players from the Loring neigh-
borhood and the Friends of Loring
Park.

The dilemma of urban tennis
courts is that there isn’t an orga-
nized lobby.

There wasn’t a neighborhood
high school tennis team lobbying
for courts or a local player associa-

“Those supporting
more green space
argued, 'Nobody plays
on them anyway, so
why spend all of that
money?' They were
overlooking the
obvious reason they
were not being

used — they were
unplayable.”

tion comprised of the Loring Park
residents. The case for eliminating
the courts for more green space
seemed inevitable but for a few
committed, persistent park board
commissioners and staff who be-
lieved the Loring courts needed to

be preserved. It took an additional
five years and lots of cajoling and
creative financing to finally return
the courts to their prominence in the
park.

Match Point to Minneapolis

Today, thanks to the commit-
ment and efforts of some park board
staff and commissioners, our city
now offers two of the most beau-
tiful public urban tennis venues in
the country: the Loring courts and
the Kenwood courts, which the park
board resurfaced this year. In both
cases, the courts serve as prominent
jewels of the park.

Both sets of courts are nestled
within the lush confines of their
respective parks, amidst towering
trees that provide a natural canopy,
filtering dappled sunlight onto them.
And once again, we have the plea-
sure of the sounds of the thwack of
a tennis ball meeting the racket, the
shuffle of players' feet, and the con-
stant cries of triumph and frustra-
tion. These are important and won-
derful aspects of both parks.

In addition to these parks, the
tennis courts in North Commons
Park and Painter Park (33rd and
Lyndale) have recently been resur-
faced.

Having playable urban tennis
courts in our community takes a
special commitment to maintenance.
I encourage those of you who play
and care to express your apprecia-
tion and views to some of the people
who have made it all possible.

Kenwood Park

North Commons Park

Painter Park

Interior & Exterior Painting « Insurance Claims « \Wood Finishing
Exterior Wood Restoration « \Water Damage Repair « Patching « Enameling

612285020325

greg@chileen'com

&0 geares apoeteens

Insured | References

HOLY CANNOLI!

Pineli Rooltep

VIEW OUR MENUS

Hill & Lake Press

1601 WEST LAKE ST.
PROUDLY IN UPTOWN

PINOLI-MPLS.COM
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Meet Your Neighbor

Interview by Craig Wilson, Editor

Kathleen Kullberg, House Detective

Kathleen Kullberg (Photo Tess Kullberg)

Craig Wilson lives in Lowry Hill and is the ed-
itor of the Hill & Lake Press.

Where did you grow up?

I grew up in the East in Homestead, Penn-
sylvania, which was the setting for the deadly
Pinkerton fight against U.S. steelworkers in
1892. After attending college at Penn State,
and living outside historic Philadelphia, I
moved to Minneapolis in the 1980s.

What is it that drew you to the Hill & Lake
community?

After marriage in 1988 at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, my husband Curt and I bought a
100-year-old duplex in Lowry Hill East (also
known as the Wedge Neighborhood) to reno-
vate.

We loved the lakes district location and the
old houses, thinking it was a great place to
open a bed and breakfast. Then two kids hap-
pened. The time I had for running a bed and
breakfast shifted to taking care of the family.

At the local pool, neighbors started talking
about their old houses. That’s when my curios-
ity about who lived here in the past and what
they did for a living got my attention and began
to learn more about Midwestern history.

Midwestern homes are typically not as old
as out East, which really surprised me when I

moved here. I was wanting to learn more about
my new home and the people who had occu-
pied it.

What is “house sleuthing” and how did you
get involved in it?

I had no idea where to begin to research my
own house. But I started asking questions at
the libraries and Hennepin History Museum.
So, the house sleuthing took me down a few
rabbit holes, as they say.

The first step is knowing where to start
looking. The tools and sources are publicly
available, I just had to figure out where and
how to find them. The biggest sources are the
Hennepin County Library Special Collections,
property records, and the Hennepin History
Museum. They have amazing collections and
great people to help sort things out. My own
house’s stories began to appear as I dug in. I
signed up for online genealogy sites and start-
ed meeting the descendants of people who
lived in my house.

One day, an older gentleman appeared in
my yard and told me stories of when he lived in
my house. Back in the day, they even had maids,
which I could imagine cooking in my kitchen.
Apparently, the maids even once chased an
alligator around in the basement to catch it.
That was a fun story to hear. Maybe there real-
ly is an alligator still in Hill & Lake sewers
and Lake of the Isles?

I discovered local historians who were very
helpful. With my teaching background, I just
had to share all that fun lost history. I started
writing for local papers, including the Hill &
Lake Press. That also led me to create walking
tours of my Lowry Hill East neighborhood and
tell of one very important Minnesota writer —
Maud Hart Lovelace — who lived, wrote and
set one of her Betsy-Tacy books here, “Betsy’s
Wedding.” Realtors started asking me to write
up short house histories for properties they
were listing.

About eight years ago, I started to teach a
house detective class through Minneapolis
Community Education several times a year at
different schools.

What motivates you to research houses?
There is so much history in our old houses,
and not just the big grand houses. Every house
has great stories. For me, the smaller houses
have even more stories because families moved
on, and new ones moved in. One of my greatest
challenges and joy is to find those details for
other homeowners. It is amazing too what
newspapers can tell you. In the days before

phones, computers and television, the only way
people shared their daily lives was through the
daily papers. Weddings, funerals, pictures,
party attendees, room descriptions were all de-
tailed and just waiting for us to find them
again. Today, most sources are now online as
well, which allows your fingers to do the walk-
ing so you don’t have to travel.

What is your upcoming “Sleuth Your Stoop”
class?

“Sleuth Your Stoop” will happen on Satur-
day, July 27 from 9:30 a.m. to noon. It will be
a half-day hands-on workshop at Saint Paul’s
Church on Lake of the Isles focused on how
residents can be their own house detective.
Electronic devices are encouraged. Students
will learn all the shortcuts and places to go for
much of the info. By the time they leave, they
should have enough tools to get them digging
in their own rabbit holes.

_>

“SLEUTH
YOUR
STOOP”

Saturday, July 27
9:30 a.m. to noon.

Registration is required and
available on the church website:
stpaulsmpls.org.

Deadline is Friday, July 26.

CORRECTION NOTICE:

In June 2024, Craig Wilson was errone-
ously credited with interviewing and
photographing Colin Snow in the Meet
Your Neighbor column. Alida Mittau
conducted the interview and wrote
the piece. The photo was provided by
Mr. Snow, and the photographer is un-
known. We apologize for this error.

Hill & Lake Press
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MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 61A
PRIMARY CANDIDATE FORUM

All candidates who will be on the Primary Election ballot have been invited.

Wednesday, July 17 - Starting at 7:00 p.m.

Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church
2020 W Lake of the Isles Pkwy ¢« Minneapolis, MN 55405

Please submit questions in advance to voterservices@lwvmpls.org with
“MN House District 61A Forum” in the subject line. Questions will also
be accepted at the forum.

and an unedited recording will be available following the forum. Scan the OR

FORHOW
TO WATCH

Code for information on how to watch the live stream.

IsEclAN:EEI] The League of Women Voters website (LWVMpls.org) will have a live stream link

The forum will be moderated by the League of Women Voters.

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'
- MINNEAPOLIS

Co-sponsored by -

3 A N Hill&
A\YADA h ' B psrdBises  Lake
MAWR =L

MINNEAPOLIS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION P
ress

ASSOCIATION

Anyone requesting on site interpretative services please contact: voterservices@lwvmpls.org before July 11, 2024.

Wall: (o Uptown. the lakes. restaurants and the Midiown Greenway!
P R e R

S

JUST
LISTED

2845 Irving Ave. S
Unit 201

Kate Wall

Coldwell Banker Realty
REALTOR® | Coordinator Global Luxury Group Minneapolis Lakes

(612) 406-0610 | Kate.Wall@cbrealty.com

Hill & Lake Press
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Former Councilmember Lisa Goodman ¢ Former State
Senator Bob Tennessen * Former State Senator Myron
Orfield * Former State Representative Tom Berg
Karin Birkeland ¢ Kari Breen & Richard Forschler
Laura Cederberg ¢ Paula Chesley ¢ Marty Chester
Jeanette Colby ¢ Chris & Clint Conner * Quinton
Courts ¢ Annika Crosby ¢ Fran Davis ¢ Andrew Duff
Dr. Angela Erdrich & Dr. Sandeep Patel * Heid E.
Erdrich « Tom Hoch & Mark Addicks ¢ Nancy Hope
Jill Fedje & Eric Johnson ¢ Ellen & Jim van Iwaarden
Jim Lenfestey ¢ Searcy & John Lillehei * Seymour
Mansfield ¢ Lori Mittag * Thomas Regnier * Joan &
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Mark Oyaas * Mary Pattock ¢ Yianni Polydorou
Charles Scheiderer ¢ Katie & Dr. Tony Severt
Stephanie Shimp ¢ Sue Smukler & Brian Milavetz
Sarah Vernon ¢ Sue Westerman * Don Willeke
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A COMMUNITY OF
SPIRITUAL THINKERS
PURSUING INSPIRED
SOLUTIONS THAT ELEVATE,
HEAL, AND EMPOWER

Church  SUNDAY SERVICES Reading SUNDAY 9:30 am — 11:30 am
and '™ k00am Room MONDAY  3:00pm — 6:30 pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL TUESDAY 10:00 am — 1:00 pm
sunda 10:00 am-11:00 am Hours . P
y ' ’ WEDNESDAY 6:45 pm — 8:45pm

School
Services :\IIIVIIEE?T':E{%I;AY TESTIMONY THURSDAY  3:00 pm — 6:30 pm

7:30 pm -8:30 pm FRIDAY 10:00 am — 1:00 pm

Childcare provided at SATURDAY  10:00am — 1:00 pm

all church functions

CHURCH AND READING ROOM - 1822 Hennepin Ave South « Minneapolis, MN 55403 - secondchurchminneapolis.com
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Dorothy Richmond is founder of the Dear
Neighbor column and a longtime resident
of Cedar-Isles-Dean.

Dear Neighbor,

It’s July. It’s summer. It’s hot. It’s time for
hotdogs!

The National Hot Dog and Sausage
Council estimates that Americans consume
20 billion hot dogs each year (70 hot dogs
per person).

Thanks to Upton Sinclair, whose book
“The Jungle” (1906) exposed the appalling
conditions of the meatpacking industry and
resulted quickly in the establishment of the
Meat Inspection Act, we can relax. So, don’t
get on your high horse about hotdogs
harboring horse meat, sawdust, ground-up
worms, dog and rat parts (which a whopping
43% of Americans still believe — so, who’s
eating those 20 billion hotdogs? I am, and I
guess maybe you are, t0o).

According to the National Library of
Medicine, the correct term is hotdog: one
word. “Hot dog” refers to a canine in heat.
While many sources like the tony magazine
"Bon Appétit" and the National Hot Dog and
Sausage Council (and our copy editors) beg
to differ, I am going with "hotdog."

For the record, a hotdog without beef or
poultry cannot be called a hotdog. For
vegetarians, the term is “meat-free sausage
roll,” and vegans can feast on “carrot dogs”
(Lizzo is a fan).

Hotdogs were one of the first foods eaten
on the moon. Who knew that NASA’s C-Suite
had foodies?

I love hot dogs, especially in the summer.
Burgers are fine the rest of the year, but
no Michelin any-star restaurant can compete
with a grilled hotdog, which pairs nicely
with Old Dutch Rip-L Potato Chips, baked
beans, coleslaw, and any beverage except
coffee. If I were to get married again, I'd
have the reception catered by Five Guys.

Dear Neighbor

On June 11, 1939, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt served hotdogs to King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth (the “Queen Mum”).
King George ate two, off a paper plate, and
drank beer. The Queen asked Roosevelt how
a hotdog ought to be eaten. He replied, “Very
simple. Push it into your mouth and keep
pushing it until it is all gone.” She dined on
hers with a knife and fork.

For me, the real king is Joey Chestnut,
the current hotdog-eating champion, who set
a new world record by eating 76 hotdogs in
ten minutes (buns included!) at Nathan’s
annual Coney Island hotdog-eating contest
in 2021. I'd feast on hotdogs with him any
day.

Late Breaking News

Joey Chestnut was just banned from
entering this year’s Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating
Contest for endorsing the brand “Impossible
Foods,” which sells plant-based meatless
products. We are judged — and in this case,
paid — by the company we keep.

Recently my friends, Abby and Eddie,
had a dinner party. When the invitation came
in, promising grilled hot dogs (my mating
call), the only possible response was: Yes!

After dinner, while lesser diners might
play Pictionary, Charades or Mad Libs, one
of the guests, Claire, held court with a hotdog
trivia contest. I won and now possess a
silver-plated hotdog sculpture which sits
proudly on my kitchen’s windowsill. Meryl
Streep has Oscars? I have an Oscar Mayer.
The hotdog bun was invented to prevent
consumers from burning their hands. That
answers the chicken/egg question.

Mickey Mouse’s first on-screen word was
“Hotdog!”

“Hotdogs are meant to be enjoyed, not
weaponized,” ESPN stated after a fan threw
a hotdog at Tiger Woods. They went on to
report that Tiger Woods was “not in any
danger” and that the fan just wanted to get in
the news. The tournament’s director would
not disclose the name of the quickly subdued
and taken-into-custody hotdog hurler, saying
simply, “He’s just an idiot.”

My neighbors and dear friends, Mark and
Janice, are legendary party-givers. For years
they hosted Super Bowl gatherings. One year
I walked in and, Behold! There was a newly
purchased Hot Dogger in the kitchen, just
like the ones at Speedway. My mothership
had called me home: I grabbed tongs and
took over. It was the best Super Bowl I didn’t
watch. Their Hot Dogger moves to the front
yard on Halloween, and I'm on it preparing
and serving countless hotdogs to

A monthly column by Dorothy Richmond

neighborhood kids and adults — when bliss,
passion and goodwill conflate.

In 2023, “Bon Appétit” held a blind taste
test for Best Hot Dog. The unanimous winner
was Nathan’s (of Joey Chestnut fame and
glory). I would have loved to be on that panel
but clearly would be that holdout juror by
voting for Hebrew National Beef Franks.

Hotdogs — beefy or veggie — aren’t just
delicious. They’re fun. They’re communal and,
like all great equalizers, bring everyone
together. You can doll one up any way you like
but, at its base, it’s still a hotdog.

If I were Secretary of State, I'd have
hotdogs served at every joint meeting between
adversaries. I like to think this would put an
end to all world wars. Like different cultures
and points of view, we’re all still human.

— Dorothy

The Oscar Mayer Award (Photo Dorothy Richmond)
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Kenwood
Neighborhood
Organization
kicked-off

East Cedar Lake
Beach summer
programming

with the Beach
Opener.

Brother Ghana
warmed up beach
goers with group
drumming followed
by Duniya Drum
and Dance.
Kenwood residents
and visitors of all
ages enjoyed the
beautiful weather,
food truck fare and
African rhythms.
(Photos by Courtney
Cushing Kiernat;
Photo of Duniya
Drummers by
Amanda Vallone)

July 2024

317 GROVELAND AVENUE UNIT 105

2 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 2 Heated Garage Spaces

Beautifully finished, light-filled first floor condominium
unit in an exceptionally well maintained and managed

building. You will love walking out to your expansive patio

that is wonderful for entertaining and looks out over the
community fountains and plaza. The home has been
upgraded with custom cabinetry, top-of-the-line Miele®
appliances and custom walk-in closets. Amenities
include a community room with a full kitchen, a rooftop
patio overlooking the city, exercise rooms and heated
guest parking. This home is located just minutes from
everything the city has to offer — parks, trails and
museums are just out your door, as well as, some of
the top restaurants in the city. The Walker Art Museum,
Orchestra Hall, the Twins and Viking Stadiums and
Target Center are all within easy walking distance.
Call for a private showing today.

ANN LAURENT | 612-382-8919

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

A Tudor Revival Castle
Stylishly Reborn in the City

30 ASID designers and eight NARI remodelers reimagine the
Alfred E. Pillshury Mansion, a piece of history in Minneapolis.

ASID Design Home brings you the grandeur of an earlier era. 3o custom /
designed spaces, original wood-paneled walls, a speakeasy in the hidden
(111

vault, and an imported 17th-century English library are just a few of the pilkelupeCastls Mo lg! AS| D [\/\ N S hOWCO se

treasures that lay within. Experience the magic for yourself.

TOUR DATES: JULY 12-28, 2024 s IS NARI

THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

tickets at designhome2024.com eson Remodelng Do Righ
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