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fo preserve a beautiful old boat. In 2005 a small syndicate was

put together to hnance and manage the rebuild of a classic 100-
vear-old P-class vacht that was doomed for ablivien. There were 34 P
vachis built many yesrs apo and some, including the lamous Seneca,
are s1ill around

In 1907 a group from the Rochester Yacht Club commissioned
Mathaniel Herreshoff to design and build a contender for the Canada
Cup, a race series started on the Great Lakes in 1896, and mostly won
by the Canndian entries. It would take a book 1o well the story of this
hotly coniested vacht race series. 1t was the mia)oF TACInE eveni for
the Roval Canadian Yacht Club in Toronte and the Rochester Yacht
Clukb.

Herresholl, who had a solid repuiation for -e!:'-.1_u;r|u|._g' hine, Fase
racing yachts. pushed the design limits for that class up to and, some
would say, bevond the rules of the day. He built a 47-foot gaff rigged
xl-::-np with & waterline of |.-|1'|:. T2 leet, |-:'~u|.l.1|'u.: (11 ]ll.l:l,:l." n-.-r-r'h:.n:_;-.
{but no bowsprit), a nine-foot beam, draft of six feet, six inches with
a lead keel weighing 10,000 pounds. The design was considered 1o be
radical in its day. He buili her in his vard in Brisial, Bhode lsland and
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interesting history for Seneca in both Canada and USA. Plus she sailed
in zalt and fresh water,

The following year she was purchased by Addison Hanan and P
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AL yacht with a glorious past and a bright futurg;
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By Lyns HELPARD

in Mew York, In 1909 Eric Moore bought Seneca to compete in a race
series off Cobourg, Ontario. Next we know that Seneca made her way
to RCY L, owned by ."'|.I.'|1||||l.|-.|-l|"\-l'-. where she had her |'|-1+I'|:-'-|:' 5L VOArs.
However, when she was ap the RUY L in loronto in 1900 some escapees
from a First World War army brig stole the boart, sailed it across Lake
Ointarie. and beached her at Sodus in New York state, s the 19205 she
was converted 1o a schooner rig and continued her winning ways

Al this point the story gets a little murky. We know she sailed the
Great Lakes, and even wound up ai ihe He:-f.':l'l Hamilton Yacht Club,
sailed by an all-female crew. She was moved to Maine and eventually 1o
Flarida where she did some Caribbean work, but she didn’t like those
geas. She was then hauled out and lefi to the elements

After three years of neglect a MNew ]fnghlmlil:r bought her and
subsequently resold the boat in 1984. Then Cape. D. Steinman, who
had been u,-,u{hing for a schooner with a real history, found Seneca in
a barn. He bought her and had the David Stimson Boat Works stant the
restoration. 1he Har Nautical Museum had the -::-:l'ig:|1'|.|| Herreshofl
plans and supplied them to the yard.

Little is known about what happened for several years, but Senecca
went downhill from here.

||_||;|hq,-| Warts, owner of Gold Biver Marina, lound Seneca in
lthaca, NY and brought her to Mova Scotia where she languished for
about six vears.

In 2003 Seneca was sent to Herring Cove Marina for a complete
refit. Thewark started but the marina failed, and she was lefi there until
2005 when new owners, a syndicate headed by a classic yachi lover, Lee

Sweel of Chester, had the boat moved to a new yard in Chesier Basin
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Bruce Thompson, a young man with a real talemt for wooden bonat
work who had worked on the Seneca at Herring Cove, started his own
operation, Tern Boatworks at Goldwater Marine in Chester basin. The
owning syndicate includes Sweet, Sidney Oland, B. 3pahr, Topher
Wuarts, Curt Windsor, and David Cr-:i_ghmn- These gents dug deep
to produce the substantial funds, nr|.|-|.11'|-|!:l 1o excecd 350,000, 1o
restore the beautiful old Seneca. "We are 1:-|||:.' the stewards of Seneca,
a significant part of sailing history,” Lee Sweet said. A great debate
ensued regarding whether the rig should go back 1o the original gaff
setup or be changed to the more conventional marconi rig. The later
won, but she was to stay a flush-deck racing machine.

Thompson, a hoat builder since he was 16, and his crew in the yard
are wizards with wood. They not only completely rebuilt the deck, but
replaced two gurhamd E}Iank; and two strakes on each side. plus the
The heavy keel

was removed and refastened with new brass bolts. Auxiliary power is

stem and other areas weakered ]:l:r fime and I'Irg|1:i.'1.

]:nrm-Lded. |:|:.- 8 2% hp Vetus diesel that was rebuilt im the 80s. The new
joinery work is a*,.l;{:l.m{]'ing, rrsu|1i.r|.g in hatches and hrighl work that
would make the original builders proud.

As a racing machine she was not finished or suthined below decks,
save for a nice paint job and a "hiffy.” Seneca was beautiful again and
with the siructural work done she was ready for launching in August
2007 to celebrate her 100th birthday, a major accomplishment for the
owning syndicate and Tern Boatworks.

She went back into the shop in the winter of 2007-08 1o do all the
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deck hardware and rigging. She inherited a 62-foot used spar from a
J44. Sandy MacMillan of Morth Sails Atlantic in Lunenburg saw that
Seneca got a nice set of slightly-used sails for the shakedown period.
and the rigging was done by Dorian Steele. These experts and others
are part of the Thompson's extended family of tradesmen.

Seneca is overpowered with the current sails and will eventually
gel new sails, savs MacMillan, She should have a amaller, flatter 400
5|:|,I:'|:, Eenoa and a boo :..:l,ﬁ, mainsail, She could car ry & 1,400 sq. fi.
genn aker for down wind sailing. but not a mast head spinnaker. The
cost for new sails could be up 1o 55':}.{”}!:!. A new found Iy in LaHawe
owned by Thompson and a partner, Lucas Gilbert, will forge some new
brass hardware.

Seneca was launched again in July 2008 and sailed in the 2008
Chester Race Week, with two thirds in the classic boat class, She
performed very well, but the helmsman, David Creighton of Montreal,
i'll'l'd *.'-\l;]li.‘r: AgTos that ghe is -::--.'ul'p-:}wcl'ﬂl. '«hill‘l lh{' crLrrent sails and rig-
They had to put in reefs when the breeze got to 15/20 knots.

Seneca sailed in a fun, clasic boat race in Lun{“I'lhl.ll‘:g' ot arownd
Croas [sland in S{E}mmh:r 2008 and finished with many of the other
boats still trying 1o beat around the island, proving that the old girl saill
hias her racing |H.'l:|.|.5|'{'r. Sweed said if others would like 1o be part of this
praject the syndicate would welcome new members, She was back in the
shop for the winter of 2008-09 for more work. They plan to tune and
replace parts of the rig and maybe sails. Seneca. a wonderfully rebauilt,
beautiful. old elassic sailboat may be around for another century.
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