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what does 
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to you?
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We’ve got a housing problem. There aren’t 
enough affordable homes to go around, and 
much of the housing stock isn’t the right type.
How we got here is complex and there’s no easy 
fix. It’s time for a renovation.
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The floods of 2022 damaged more than our 
beautiful old homes. For many, it’s created an 
uncertain future for them and their community. 
Homeowners have struggled to navigate the 
options around relocating or rebuilding, while 
renters are under pressure with properties 
scarce and rents on the rise. 

It’s hard, but we need to see rebuilding our 
region as an opportunity to look at new 
designs, development models, and innovative 
partnerships to meet the housing needs of our 
communities. 

Everyone thinks about shelter in different 
ways. Regardless of appearances, these are 
deeply personal spaces, providing safety and 
comfort for our families, and somewhere to 
hang with friends. They’re vessels for life.

What does home mean to you? Bring your 
ideas along, but for this exhibit, think about 
them on a grand scale.

We need to transform the Northern Rivers 
for the benefit of everyone, and that starts at 
home.

It’s your place that makes the neighbourhood 
that makes the village that makes the region. 
We’re all connected, so let’s explore the 
housing system together and contemplate 
how it’ll be transformed. 



a basic 
human need, 
not a 
commodity
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Alongside food and clothing, adequate shelter 
serves a basic human need. Many international 
organisations and conventions recognise 
housing as a human right.

Housing is a right, not a commodity.1 
In the international human rights context, the right to housing is integrally linked to other human rights.2

It is recognised in the following treaties:

1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 
Article 25

“Everyone has the right to a standard 
of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social 
services.”3

1966 International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Article 11 (1)

“The right of everyone to an adequate 
standard of living for himself and 
his family, including adequate food, 
clothing and housing, and to the 
continuous improvement of living 
conditions.”

While Australia recognises and has 
obligations to these two treaties, the 
human right to adequate housing for 
all is not legislated in Australia.

“How is a nation to fulfil this rather 
ubiquitous obligation — and 
in a federal system of shared 
responsibilities? What does 
adequacy mean?” 
Rosalind Croucher, AHRC

The UN describes the elements of the right to adequate housing as:1

Security of tenure 
“To be adequately housed means having secure tenure; not having to worry about being evicted, or having your home or 
lands taken away.”

Availability of services 
“Safe drinking water, sanitation, energy for cooking, etc.”

Affordability 
“Housing is not adequate if its costs threaten occupants’ enjoyment of other human rights.”

Habitability 
“Housing is not adequate if it does not guarantee physical safety or adequate space, as well as protection against the cold, 
damp, heat, rain, wind, other threats to health and structural hazards.”

Accessibility 
“Housing is not adequate if the specific needs of disadvantaged or marginalised groups are not taken into account.”

Location 
“Housing is not adequate if it is cut off from employment opportunities, health-care services and other social facilities, or if 
located in polluted or dangerous areas.”

Cultural adequacy 
“Housing is not adequate if it does not respect and take into account the expression of cultural identity.”

1 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner.
2 Rosalind Croucher AM, Australian Human Rights Commission, Sandy Duncanson Memorial Lecture, October 2022. 
3 https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights

Beyond shelter, appropriate and secure housing allows people to form strong connections with 
their local communities and create a solid work and social life.
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what types 
of housing 
exist?

housing types
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The Northern Rivers has always been a place of 
diversity, except when it comes to housing.
Here’s a mix of dwellings, both familiar and rare, 
that suit different needs.
Our definitions match those used in the NSW State Local Environmental Plan (LEP)

detached dwelling houses
One dwelling on one lot

secondary dwellings on existing lots
Granny flat 
Two dwellings on one lot

dual occupancies 
(attached and detached)
Duplex 
Two dwellings on one or two lots

attached dwellings
Terrace or row housing 
Three or more dwellings on separate lots
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Missing middle type

Missing middle type
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multi-dwelling housing
Townhouses, villas, cluster housing 
Three or more dwellings on one lot

manor houses
Three to four dwellings on one lot, 
no more than two storeys

shop top housing 
mixed use development
One or more dwellings above a ground floor shop 
or commercial tenancy

low rise residential 
flat buildings
Six-packs or walk-up flats 
Multiple dwellings up to four storeys on one lot

Missing middle type

Missing middle type

Missing middle type

Missing middle type
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medium rise residential 
flat buildings
Multiple dwellings between five and seven storeys

high rise residential 
flat buildings
Multiple dwellings above seven storeys

other types
Group homes, seniors housing, co-living, 
boarding houses Multiple dwellings on one lot 
with some shared facilities

moveable dwellings
Caravans, tiny houses, prefabricated pods
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The ‘missing middle’ refers to housing types that contain 
more than one dwelling on one lot in a variety of forms. 
Typically, these types have two or more dwellings and 
are no more than two storeys high. Sometimes the term 
extends to includes low-rise residential flat buildings of 
three to four storeys.

“The Missing Middle plays an important role in that new 
housing types can be inserted into established well 
serviced neighbourhoods, providing greater diversity in 
locations well sought after, at a lower price point to other 
predominantly available housing stock.”
Architect Angelo Korsanos

housing tenure 
and density
Housing tenure refers to the financial arrangement under which a household occupies a 
dwelling. It can be broadly organised into private market ownership and renting.

New housing is often discussed in terms of density, referring to how intensively a 
residential area is developed. Usually, it’s measured by the number of dwellings per 
hectare, in the following ranges: 

Low (≤15 dw/ha), Medium (16–60 dw/ha), High (60+ dw/ha)

private market ownership

Strata title
Ownership of lots within a building or development.

Company title
Shares in a company, with an allocation of dwellings in a 
building or development.

Community title
Two or more lots with common areas.

Alternative models for private ownership in Australia:

Community lands trust
Trust owns the land, residents own their house, with 
pricing capped, which maintains affordability forever. 
Equity and resale gains go back into the trust to build 
more affordable housing.

Not-for-profit
Private developments that offer housing at cost, like 
Nightingale in Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney.

Build to rent to own
A stable rental agreement with the option to buy at an 
agreed sale price.

renting

Private market rental
Renting off the owner.

Co-living
Renting a private room with shared amenities. 
More affordable.

Affordable housing
Rental option for very low to moderate income households. 
Rent set either as discount on market rate or proportion of 
household income.

Build to rent
Development created for leasing to long-term renters, 
not sold.

In-fill affordable housing
At least 20% of developments within walking distance to well- 
serviced areas, managed by community housing provider.

Boarding house
Affordable rental housing, where residents usually occupy a 
room with access to shared facilities.

the missing middle



streets 
of the 
northern 
rivers
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streetscapes

What does local housing look like today?

There’s over 300,000 people living in almost 150,000 dwellings in our region. Every home’s 
different, and grouped together in different surroundings, they form unique neighbourhoods, 
some of which we’ve captured here.

These aren’t actual locations, with every type of home, but they do illustrate many common 
streets from across our backyard. Which one do you live in?
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Small clusters of mostly classic timber cottages, with a general store, plus some other cafes, shops and services, like a 
petrol station and mechanic, all dotted along the main street.
There’s an old church and community hall, small playground and park, but little else, which only adds to the charm.
You may recognise this streetscape in Bonalbo, Burringbar, Clunes, Dunoon, Eltham, Federal, Tyalgum, Uki, Wardell and 
Woodenbong.

Large parcels of land, hobby farms, and community titles, all sprinkled with a mixture of housing. There are small cottages, 
relocated Queenslanders, secondary dwellings, agricultural sheds, and an increasing number of brand new (huge) two 
storey homes. While there are some groupings of dwellings, there’s no nearby shops or amenities.
You may recognise this streetscape in Caniaba, Boat Harbour, Tullera, Coorabell, Eureka and McLeans Ridges.

village

rural residential

Ziggy’s now in primary 
school. He lives with his 
mums Rach and Nicole.

Sally’s a midwife at the local 
hospital. She lives with her 

husband and their two boys.

It’s almost killed him, but Nick and Sophie 
have finally finished renovating the family 
home, just in time for their second baby.

Having lived in the same spot 
for 37 years, Di and Garry’s kids 

come back to visit now and then.

Molly and Arvin are retired. 
They’re only just able to manage 

their property without help.
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Found within the historical footprint of original settlements, these are the small chunks of town with the oldest blocks (often 
double the size of a modern lot), wider streets, tallest trees, and handsome heritage buildings.
Housing is mostly single storey Queenslander style timber residences, but some have been raised up.
You may recognise this streetscape in the older parts of Casino, Grafton, Kyogle, Lismore, Mullumbimby and Murwillumbah.

The residential rings that emanate from every town, where most of the population have grown up, or moved into, thanks to 
a mix of housing types and density.
Here’s the blocks of apartments, rows of townhouses, and five-bedroom brick castles. All just outside walking distance to 
work and the shop.
You may recognise this streetscape in parts of Alstonville, Bilambil, East Ballina, Evans Head, Goonellabah, Ocean Shores, 
Pottsville, Tweed Heads and Wollongbar.

heritage neighbourhood

established suburb

Social worker and single mum, Louise and 
her toddler choose to rent here, because it’s 

close to the office and daycare.

When she’s not throwing clay in her 
backyard studio/granny flat, you’ll find 
Jenny at the cafe, whipping up lattes. 

It’s too big for her, but Tiffany is 
still too busy with her career at the 

university to think about downsizing.

Ron lives alone, like so many seniors, 
but he’s still able to get out and visit 

the club on his mobility scooter.

Cara lives with her teenage daughter, who has 
autism. They’ve stayed in the area because the 
local school is inclusive with good resources.

Party house! Bec and her three mates are 
rarely home (because they work in hospitality) 

but when they are, it’s good times.
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New estates, with smaller lots and bigger (mostly two storey) houses, less than two metres apart.
Designs restricted by developer contracts, creating suburbs with similar homes in similar colours. Baby trees, so a little stark.
You may recognise this streetscape in Cumbalum, Casuarina, Cudgen, Goonellabah, Lennox Head and Terranora.

The central business district, technically a mixed-use area, but predominantly commercial.
Closest to services and transport, they have the most diversity, with some higher density housing, shop top housing, and a 
few remaining heritage homes.
You may recognise this streetscape in inner parts of Ballina, Byron, Grafton, Lismore and Tweed Heads.

new release suburb

town centre

Multigenerational living has its benefits, just 
ask Luke and Kaylie, who live with their kid 

and (babysitter) Kaylie’s mum.

The Walkers both had two kids from 
previous marriages, which are now 

happily blended under one roof.

Having moved to Australia three years 
ago, for a job in the food industry, Ahmad 

is happy in his bachelor pad.

When Ben had his hip replaced, 
his brother John moved up to 

help with his recovery.

Access means everything to Keith and 
Robert (who’s in a wheelchair), so they 

had to find a first-floor apartment.

Welcome to the love shack. Steph, 
and her tradie boyfriend, are stoked 

with their new spot in town. 
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76.7% 65.6% 7.3% 21.7% 13.5% 11.7% 2.1% 0.7% 0.4% 0.3%
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70.4% 64.4% 25.8% 32.9% 3.6% 2.5% 0.2% 0.2%

There are 311,175 people living in approximately 
83,644 dwellings in the Northern Rivers region.1

Types of dwellings
The most common house type in the region is a single freestanding house, representing almost 80% of total 
dwellings in the region. This is slightly higher than in NSW, where single freestanding houses represent almost 
67% of total dwellings.

Dwelling tenure
Many residents in the Northern Rivers own their own home, either outright or with a mortgage. Around a quarter of all 
dwellings in the region are rented.

Source: Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023.

Source: Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023.

• Northern Rivers     • New South Wales
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1 Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023.

crunching 
the data
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• Northern Rivers     • New South Wales
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Studio 1 bed 2 bed 3 bed 4+ beds Not stated

19.9% 22.7%5.3% 6.6% 41.6% 34.7% 30.5% 33.9% 1.8% 1.4%0.9% 0.7%

Bedrooms per dwelling
Over 72% of dwellings contain 3 bedrooms or more in the Northern Rivers region. This is slightly higher than the state 
comparison at 69%.

Source: Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023.

Source: Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023.

30

20

10

%
Couple with children Couple without children One parent family Other family Group household One person Other households

21.9% 30.8% 27.4% 25% 11.3% 10.6% 3.9% 3.7% 26.5% 23.7% 8% 5.2%0.9% 1.1%

Household type and average household size
The average household size in the Northern Rivers is 2.4 people. The most prominent household types in the region are 
couples without children and one person households, representing 27.4% and 26.5% of all households respectively. 
By comparison, the most prominent households in NSW are couples with children.

Age structure 
Approximately 46% of the population in the Northern Rivers region are aged 50 years or more. The largest age group in 
the region are aged between 35 and 49, representing almost 18% of the population.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2021. Compiled and presented by .id (informed decisions).
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4.8% 5.8% 8.1% 8.7% 7.1% 7.2% 6.3% 8.4% 9.9% 14.1% 17.7% 20.1% 13.4% 12.3% 15.2% 11% 14.3% 10.2% 3.2% 2.3%



Private dwelling occupancy rates
Dwelling occupancy rates in the region range between 84.6% in Byron Shire to 92.8% in Ballina and Lismore.1

Airbnb listings
There are approximately 6,090 dwellings (entire homes/apartments) listed for short term rental on Airbnb within our region.2

Expected waiting times for social housing
The expected waiting time for social housing varies across the region from 2 to 10 or more years. The longest waiting times 
are experienced in the Tweed Shire, with a 10+ year wait for all dwelling sizes (1 bedroom to 4+ bedroom dwellings).3

People experiencing homelessness
There were approximately 1,484 people experiencing homelessness in the Northern Rivers on the date of the 2021 Census. 
There were also 1,325 people living in marginal housing on this date. 

ABS definitions:4

Experiencing homelessness include People living in improvised dwellings, tents, or sleeping out, People in supported 
accommodation for the homeless, People staying temporarily with other households, People living in boarding houses, 
People in other temporary lodgings, People living in ‘severely’ crowded dwellings.

Marginal housing include People living in other crowded dwellings, 
People in other improvised dwellings, People who are marginally housed in caravan parks.

Median weekly rent price
Between 2017 and 2022, median weekly rents increased by 30% or more across Northern Rivers region. Tweed Shire 
experienced the highest median weekly rent increase at 51.2%, from $430 (Dec 2017 quarter) to $650 (Dec 2022 quarter).5

Median house price sales
Between 2017 and 2022, median house sales prices increased by 42.9% or more across the Northern Rivers region. Kyogle 
experienced the highest median house sales price increase at 81.1%, from $297,000 (Dec 2017 quarter) to $538,000 (Dec 
2022). Ballina Shire experienced a 66.2% increase in median house sales price, from $628,000 (Dec 2017 quarter) to 
$1,044,000 (Dec 2022 quarter).5
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1  Local Government Housing Kit — Census 2021, Published Feb 17, 2023, Updated May 5, 2023. 
2  Inside Airbnb, updated on June 18, 2023. 
3  NSW Government, Communities & Justice, Guide to waiting times for social housing at 30 June 2022. 
4  Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2021 Estimating homelessness: Census, 2021. 
5  NSW Government Sales Report, Rent and sales, by DCJ Statistics Published May 25, 2023.
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Northern Rivers Region

North Coast Regional Plan 2041

Low Rise Housing Diversity Guide

Ballina Shire

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Housing Strategy — Stage One

Byron Shire 

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Alternative Housing Models Research

Affordable Housing Initiatives

Clarence Valley

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Affordable Housing Policy

Housing Strategy Underway

Kyogle Shire

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Want more detail? 
Here’s some Local and State Government  
Housing Strategies and Reports for the 
Northern Rivers.

Lismore City 

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Affordable and Diverse Housing Strategy

Secondary Dwellings Brochure

Shop Top Housing Brochure

Richmond Valley

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Draft Growth Management Strategy

Tweed Shire 

Local Strategic Planning Statement

Major Housing Developments

Additional resources 

Landcom Residential Density Guide 2011

housing 
strategies and 
reports



anatomy 
of a 
housing 
crisis

housing crisis

What’s the problem and why now?

“In a nutshell, the housing crisis comprises 
declining home ownership, growing private 
rental stress, rising homelessness and shrinking 
social housing capacity.”
Dr Andrew Clarke, UNSW School of Social Science
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house prices
Between 2017 and 2022, median house sales 
price growth ranged from 81.1% in the Kyogle 

Shire, to 42.9% in Richmond Valley. All seven LGAs 
were higher than the NSW average, which increased by 
25.6%.1

rent increases
Market driven increases in median rent prices 
across every LGA in the Northern Rivers, from 

2017 to 2022, above the NSW average. Tweed Shire 
experienced the highest median weekly rent increase at 
51.2%.3

local migration
A double whammy of interregional migration in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic and the rise 

in work from home arrangements, alongside within-region 
migration from the coast to the hinterland.

housing options
Lack of appropriate housing options for smaller 
and diverse households, intensified by low 

developer interest and private market investment in 
alternative housing models.

short stay accom
Conversion of properties from the long-term 
rental market into short-stay accommodation.

councils
Limited capacity of local government to process 
development approvals.

natural disasters
Recent floods removed around 3,500 dwellings 
from available housing stock in the region.

housing stress
Increasingly common across the Northern Rivers, 
this is when households have to contribute 

more than 30% of their gross weekly income to service a 
mortgage or pay rent.

social housing demand
There were 2,150 applicants for social housing in 
the Northern Rivers, in 2021, representing a massive 

4.3% of all NSW social housing applicants. Expected wait 
times for social housing varies across the region, from 2-5 
years for a 3-bedroom house in Clarence Valley to 10+ years 
for a 3-bedroom house in Tweed or Byron Shire.2

homelessness
1,484 people were experiencing homelessness 
in the Northern Rivers in 2021. Another 1,325 

people were living in compromised conditions, like 
overcrowded housing or improvised dwellings.4

inflation
Cost of living increases and wage stagnation.

low vacancy rates
Caused by a lack of new developments for the 
rental market. 

land zoning
Can’t go up, due to height restrictions. 
Can’t spread out, because there is very little 

appropriately zoned land.

industry shortages
Supply chain disruptions and labour shortages 
impacting on building costs.

1&3 NSW Government Sales Report, Rent and sales, by DCJ Statistics Published May 25, 2023.
2 NSW Government C&J. Expected waiting times for social housing. Family & Community Services. Published 2020. Accessed May 29, 2022.
4 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2021 Estimating homelessness: Census, 2021.

“The latest floods have worsened an already strained housing system in the 
Northern Rivers. In addition to thousands of homes rendered uninhabitable from 
flooding, the event exposed the high levels of ‘housing vulnerability’ in the region.” 
UNSW City Futures



infill
We need lots of solutions, this is one.
Let us fill you in. Infill housing is when new dwellings are built within 
an existing town or village, opposed to developing new estates on 
greenfield sites around the fringe. 
Less sprawl and more gentle density, thanks to structures like 
duplexes, townhouses and low to medium rise apartments. 
Infill’s good because it’s close to services and provides alternative 
types of housing. 
Hurdles include the higher cost of urban land and planning 
restrictions.
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case 
studies

case studies
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The following case studies explore a range 
of infill housing types from across Australia, 
including cohousing, social housing, affordable 
housing, accessible apartment living, new 
builds and adaptive reuse of commercial and 
residential buildings.

As you’ll see they vary in density, tenure model 
and scale.
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case study 1:



mermaid multihouse
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mermaid multihouse
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case study 2:



anne street garden villas
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anne street garden villas
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case study 3:



block party
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block party
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case study 4:



heller st park and residencies
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heller st park and residencies
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case study 5:



shac
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shac
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case study 6:



st albans housing
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st albans housing
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case study 7:



the majestic theatre apartments
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the majestic theatre apartments
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case study 8:



Type:

1 duplex and  
1 detached 
house

Tenure:

Privately owned

Architects & Year:

David Boyle 
Architect, 2015

Gadigal Country / Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales

Dwellings & Lot:

3 dwellings, 
1 large lot 
subdivided into 3

Scale:

2 storeys

Site Area:

690 m2

Client:

Private owner

Density:

Medium;  
43.5 (dw/ha)
(dwellings/hectare) 

three houses  
marrickville
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Three Houses Marrickville is an example of  
low-impact urban consolidation. It delivers three 
private dwellings — a pair of two-storey semis, 
and one single-storey freestanding house — on 
a complex urban site, where once a single house 
stood.

The existing Federation-era house is retained 
and split down the middle, creating two distinct 
semi-detached dwellings, helping to minimise 
material usage and waste, and retain the 
original character of the building. Each of these 
dwellings have been carefully re-planned to 
provide three bedrooms, generous living rooms 
and flexible workspaces to accommodate a 
range of household types. 

At the rear of the site, a compact, timber clad 
house is inserted, opening to the street and 
mimicking the scale of surrounding sheds and 
carports. Each dwelling has its own private 
courtyard and ample access to sunlight and 
views through generous porches and openings.  
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Plans not to scale.

three houses marrickville
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three houses marrickville
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case study 9:



waratah secondary house
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waratah secondary house



hypothetic 
-ally 
thinking

speculative designs
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We invited four architects to dream up a 
speculative design to help solve the Northern 
Rivers’ housing problem.

Focused on various density options, and 
highlighting our current lack of housing 
diversity, these are just thought starters and not 
approved projects.

Our only goal is they live rent-free in your mind.



lismore medium 
density site 
dfj architects & 
claire boothby 
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speculative design 1
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speculative design 1: lismore medium density site
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speculative design 1: lismore medium density site
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speculative design 1: lismore medium density site
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speculative design 1: lismore medium density site



lismore 
shoptop 
housing 
victoria king
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speculative design 2
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speculative design 2: lismore shoptop housing
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speculative design 2: lismore shoptop housing
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speculative design 2: lismore shoptop housing



mullumbimby 
granny flats 
informal architects & 
georgia lloyd
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speculative design 3
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speculative design 3: mullumbimby granny flats
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speculative design 3: mullumbimby granny flats
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speculative design 3: mullumbimby granny flats
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speculative design 3: mullumbimby granny flats



former 
mullumbimby 
hospital site 
informal architects & 
georgia lloyd
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speculative design 4
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speculative design 4: former mullumbimby hospital site
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speculative design 4: former mullumbimby hospital site
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speculative design 4: former mullumbimby hospital site
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speculative design 4: former mullumbimby hospital site



the 
rumpus 
room
The one space designated to having fun, ours is 
packed to the rafters with music, books, films, 
TV, and podcasts we’ve enjoyed.
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additional resources



Home, housing and shelter — dive into some 
of these stories suggested by booksellers in 
our region.

reading list
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Homeland Elegies 
Ayad Akhtar

Cannery Row
John Steinbeck

Ceremony
Leslie Marmon Silko

The Tree of Man
Patrick White

The Plains
Gerald Murname

12 Edmonstone Street
David Malouf

Carpentaria
Alexis White

White Teeth
Zadie Smith

The Spare Room
Helen Garner

The Labyrinth
Amanda Lohrey

Tirra Lirra by the River
Jessica Anderson

Mullumbimby
Melissa Lucashenko

Lola in the Mirror 
Trent Dalton

The House of 
Sorrowing Stars
Beth Cartwright

The House in the 
Cerulean Sea
TJ Klune

Keeper of Lost Things
Ruth Hogan

YA FICTION

A Glasshouse of Stars
Shirley Marr

CHILDRENS BOOKS

The Shelter
Celine Claire & Qin Leng

Dorothy
Jordan Collins & Myo Yim

Wonder Earth
Zanni Louise

Belonging
Jeannie Baker



podcasts
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Hidden Cities 
with Miriam McGarry
Listen here.

Hidden Cities is a podcast about the invisible infrastructure that shapes our urban spaces and 
experiences. Series One focuses on housing affordability. In each episode, an expert explains how 
a policy or economic approach impacts housing affordability, to make these often complex policies 
understandable.

Housing Choice  
with Kate Raynor and Fiona Andrews
Listen here.

The ‘Australian dream’ is owning a house in the suburbs, but as cities grow and densify, apartment 
building has boomed. Simultaneously, we’re experiencing a lack of housing and lack of affordable 
housing. How do our housing choices impact us at an individual, local and national scale? What 
does research tell us about the attributes of ‘good housing’? How can architects and urban planners 
actively work with key stakeholders to deliver dwellings and precincts to enhance social outcomes 
and wellbeing?

Place Agency
with Angelique Edmonds
Listen here.

Place Agency presents a series of conversations with 6 prominent Architectural practitioners and 
academics in Australia and the UK, considering the intersection between design, social value and 
the power of social connection. Each episode presents a pair of conversation partners examining 
design’s capacity to elevate one of three themes; Social, Trust and Diversity.

It has long been understood that the way we design and organise our living environments can help or 
hinder social connection. We know that at worst failed approaches can build in isolation- with long 
term damage to quality of life including physical and mental health outcomes. How we build refers 
not only to the built structure as an outcome, but also the process through which we arrive at that 
structure. The series highlights the importance of our agency in this through design’s capacity to be 
both a noun (an outcome) and a verb (a process).

Hearing Architecture
The Australian Institute of Architects
Listen here.

Hearing Architecture is a podcast featuring professionals from within the built environment, sharing 
what they do, and why it’s important. In this podcast, we’ll be interviewing architects, builders, and 
designers from around Australia who will tell us about the work they are doing to improve our cities 
and neighbourhoods.



Home, housing and shelter — here are a few 
films recommended by local film makers.

watch
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The Castle
A comedy about a working-class Australian 
family that fights to keep their home when faced 
with an imminent government takeover. 

The Pursuit of Happyness
A heartwarming film tells the true story of a 
struggling single father and his son’s journey to 
find stable housing while pursuing a career.  

Parasite
A South Korean dark comedy-thriller that 
explores social class divisions through the lens 
of two families from different socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

Nomadland 
A poignant film directed by Chloé Zhao, 
portraying a modern-day nomad, brilliantly 
played by Frances McDormand, as she 
navigates the American West, exploring themes 
of resilience, solitude, and community. 

Beasts of the Southern Wild 
A poetic and visually stunning film directed 
by Benh Zeitlin. It follows a resilient young girl, 
Hushpuppy, as she faces natural disasters and 
discovers her place in a magical, endangered 
community known as “the Bathtub.” 

The Florida Project
This drama follows the lives of a group 
of children living in a budget motel near 
Disney World, highlighting the struggles of 
low-income housing. 

Room
Adapted from the novel, this film portrays a 
mother and her son who are held captive in 
a small room for years and their adjustment 
to the outside world.

Rabbit Proof Fence  
A  powerful Australian film directed by 
Phillip Noyce. Based on a true story, it 
follows three Indigenous girls who escape 
a government-run settlement to journey 
home, defying cultural oppression and 
discrimination. 

Minari 
A heartwarming film directed by Lee Isaac 
Chung, depicting a Korean-American 
family’s pursuit of the American Dream in 
rural Arkansas. It explores themes of family, 
identity, and resilience. 



thanks
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acknowledgements



Our collaborators and supporters aren’t just 
another brick in the wall. We couldn’t have 
made this exhibition without them. 

ARCHITECTS

Anna O’Gorman Architecture
Anthrosite Architects
David Boyle Architect
DFJ Architects
Hill Thalis Architecture and Urban Projects
Hogg and Lamb
INformal Architects
NMBW Architecture Studio
Partners Hill
Six Degrees Architects
Spacecraft Architects
With Architecture Studio

Rick Bannister
Claire Boothby
Benjamin Brennan
Dan Etheridge 
Suzie Fawcett
Dominic Finlay-Jones
Nicole Gurran
Brooke Jackson
Ed Horne 
Victoria King
Georgia Lloyd
Megan Louis
Elizabeth Mossop
Zerina Millard
Rick Shearman

Living Lab Northern Rivers acknowledges the Ngandowal, Minyungbal, Arakwal, Minjungbal, Nyangbul, Widjabul Wia-bal 
and Githabul people of the Bundjalung Nation, as the traditional owners of the land within our boundaries, and recognises 
their continuous connection to culture, community and Country.
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