
Connect with peers using the FosterClub app. On this app, you can access
programs and exchange tools and tips with people who get where you’ve been. You
can also find opportunities and events, including live meetups and workshops.  
Transition Toolkit (FosterClub): FosterClub's Transition Toolkit is designed for foster
youth aging out of care. The toolkit includes planning worksheets, record keeping,
detailed maps, and resources. 
Campus-Based College Support Program Guide (National Research Collaborative
for Foster Alumni & Higher Education): This guide is a living document on campus-
based support programs across the U.S., including information for each state about
tuition waivers, ETVs, and other programs to support youth with foster care
experience pursue higher education. 
Know Your Education Rights: Check out this resource from FosterPower. While it is
written for youth in Florida, it’s a good starting place to know your key education rights. 
For resources about other post-secondary programs that have helped our lived expert
speakers, see JobCorps, AmeriCorps, and the WIOA Youth Program.

Everyone Plays a Role: 
Elevating Education Success Toolkit

Legal Center for Foster Care & Education: The Legal Center for Foster Care and
Education, a project of the American Bar Association’s Center on Children and the Law, is a
centralized source of information on foster care and education across the country.  Their
resources on updated federal guidance to support the educational success and stability of
students in foster care, including summaries and short videos, can be found here.  
Treehouse - Pre-K - High School Academic Resources: A collection of educational
resources for students, caregivers, educators and more, created by Treehouse in
Washington State.  
Comprehensive Education Toolkit for Youth who are Systems Involved (2025): This
toolkit, created by the Alliance for Children’s Rights in California, compiles three prior
toolkits (for youth, court and legal partners, and school districts) and covers the rights of
youth who are systems involved and their education rights holders, school stability,
enrollment, credits and graduation, and school discipline.  
Foster Love Project Black Hair Care Resources: This page is designed to equip adults
caring for black children around hair care. Hair care can deeply impact the confidence and
self-esteem of young people in care and their ability to attend and engage in school. 
Authentic Story Telling Toolkit: Supporting Young People in Sharing their Truth
(Juvenile Law Center, 2022): This is a toolkit for those working with youth to share their
stories in youth-friendly and culturally competent ways. 
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https://app.fosterclub.com/
https://store.fosterclub.com/transition-toolkit-free-download/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VhtNry9zZ2i9EToD1Tp0OU54cQ7nl03iyrShkynpHDw/edit?gid=948508882#gid=948508882
https://fosterpower.org/education/
https://www.jobcorps.gov/
https://www.jobcorps.gov/
https://www.americorps.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ETA/youth/pdfs/WIOA%20Youth%20FactSheet%20long%20updated%2001%2023%202025.pdf
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/overview/education-stability
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/resource-center/pre-k-high-school-academic-resources/
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/resource-center/pre-k-high-school-academic-resources/
https://allianceforchildrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/FosterYouthEducationToolkit_2025.pdf
https://www.fosterloveproject.org/resources/black-hair-care-resources/
https://jlc.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2022-12/StoryTellingFinal_12.14.22.pdf
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NATIONAL ADVOCACY

7 Ways the U.S. Department of Education Supports Children in Foster Care
(National Working Group on Foster Care & Education, 2025): A helpful messaging
document when engaging in policy advocacy about the important role the U.S. Dept.
of Education plays in supporting students in foster care. 
 National Datasheet (ABA Center on Children and the Law, 2022): This datasheet
summarizes available national data and research on educational outcomes for youth
in foster care. For a quick snapshot of data findings, see Fast Facts: Foster Care &
Education Data at a Glance (ABA Center on Children and the Law, 2022).
Understanding the Executive Orders (All4Ed, 2025): A new explainer regarding the
impact of Executive Orders, including their context, next steps, and key concerns. It
cites to EducationCounsel for additional information on Executive Actions. 

STATE & LOCAL
ADVOCACY

Who to contact? 
State Educational Agency Foster Care Points of Contact (U.S. Department of
Education, March 2025): This is a directory of State Education Agency (SEA) Foster
Care Points of Contact.   
State Child Welfare Agency Education Contacts, Independent Living and
Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Coordinators (Children’s Bureau, 2024):
This is a directory of each State's Child Welfare Agency Education Contacts,
Independent Living (IL) and Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Coordinators. 

Sample state policies 
For a summary of promising state laws supporting students in foster care, see
Education for Students in Foster Care: Legislation Overview (ABA Center on
Children and the Law, 2025). 
Graduation support: For an example of a state law supporting credit transfers and
making it easier for youth in foster care to graduate from high school, see
Pennsylvania’s Act 1 and check out ELC's Act 1 factsheet and self-advocacy tools.  
Tuition waiver: For an example of a state law waiving tuition and fees for youth with
foster care experience, see Pennsylvania’s Fostering Independence through
Education Waiver. 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6807de3c4e3cc54131320239/1745346110722/7+Ways+USED+Supports+Students+in+Foster+Care_4.22.25+v.2.pdf
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/national-datasheet
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6454f88fa66ab34124a03df4/1683290255678/Foster+Care+and+Education+Fast+Facts+final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6454f88fa66ab34124a03df4/1683290255678/Foster+Care+and+Education+Fast+Facts+final.pdf
https://all4ed.org/publication/understanding-the-executive-orders-what-they-say-what-happens-next-and-what-to-watch-out-for/
https://educationcounsel.com/our_work/publications?category=388
https://educationcounsel.com/our_work/publications?category=388
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/2025-state-foster-care-points-of-contact-v3-109679.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/resources/state-child-welfare-agency-education-contacts-independent-living-and-education-and/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/resources/state-child-welfare-agency-education-contacts-independent-living-and-education-and/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/67f61ed562e91a266e6ceec5/1744182998137/LCFCE-Legislation-Series-Overview+%281%29.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/resources/policies-acts-and-laws/basic-education-circulars-becs/purdons-statutes/act-1-of-2022/act-1-of-2022-supporting-graduation-for-students-experiencing-education-instability.html#:~:text=In%20January%2C%20the%20General%20Assembly,justice%20or%20court%2Dordered%20placements
https://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Act-1-Supporting-Graduation-Equal-Access-2023.pdf
https://www.elc-pa.org/resource/7155/
https://jlc.org/resources/fact-sheet-fostering-independence-through-education-waiver
https://jlc.org/resources/fact-sheet-fostering-independence-through-education-waiver
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Key Federal Laws: Supporting Students in Foster Care (ABA Center on Children
and the Law, 2025): This is a guide to the federal laws impacting the education of
students in foster care, including ESSA, Fostering Connections, the IDEA, key
provisions of Title IV-E, and data sharing.  
Educational Decision Maker (EDM) Toolkit (Education Law Center & CASA of
Philadelphia, 2018): This toolkit, while written for Educational Decision Makers of
students in foster care in Pennsylvania, contains helpful information for anyone
engaging in educational advocacy on behalf of students- including tools for assessing
what a student needs to be successful, ensuring school stability, communicating with
schools, school discipline, and tips for successful advocacy on behalf of youth in
residential settings. For more resources on school discipline, you can check out ELC-
PA's Suspension and Expulsion Toolkit (2024). 
Counsel for Kids | 10 Ways Counsel for Kids Advance Children’s Educational
Rights (Counsel for Kids, 2024): This one-pager outlines how attorneys representing
children in foster care can advance their educational interests. 
Schools as Partners in Education Advocacy for Foster Youth: Tips for Attorneys
on Engaging Schools (ABA Center on Children and the Law, 2017): This article
provides tips for lawyers on approaching schools, sharing information, and school
advocacy.  

SPECIFIC ISSUES

An Attorney’s Guide to Early Childhood Education (ABA Center on Children and the
Law, 2017): This article outlines what early childhood education supports are available
for very young children.   
Tips for Lawyers Representing Children in Foster Care Who Need or Receive
Special Education Services (Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland, 2024):
This article outlines the steps that lawyers representing children in foster care who
need special education services should take to ensure their educational needs are
met. 
School Stability for Students with Disabilities in Foster Care: The Intersection of
Federal Laws (ABA Center on Children and the Law, 2022): This resource helps
educational advocates understand how federal laws protecting the rights of students
with disabilities and protection the school stability rights of students in foster care
intersect. 
The FAFSA Simplification Act: The Impacts on Youth With Experience in Foster
Care and Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (Youth Law Center, 2023): This guide
outlines key changes from the FAFSA Simplification Act (2021) and acceptable
documentation for youth who were in foster care at age 13 or older to establish their
“independent status.” 
The Court’s Role in Supporting Education for Court-Involved Children (ABA
Center on Children and the Law, 2017): This is a profile of three courts in Nevada, Ohio
and New York that use strategies to help children succeed in school, and include tips
on how courts can successfully focus on education.  
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/67943bef499d5568548d7e5e/1737767920198/KEY+FEDERAL+LAWS+BRIEF+FINAL.pdf
https://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EDM-Toolkit-May-2018-CASA-PA-FINAL.pdf
https://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Suspension-expulsion-toolkit-2024.pdf
https://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Suspension-expulsion-toolkit-2024.pdf
https://counselforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Counsel-for-Kids-Educational-Rights-r3.pdf
https://counselforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Counsel-for-Kids-Educational-Rights-r3.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/nov-dec-2017/schools-as-partners-in-education-advocacy-for-foster-youth--tips/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/nov-dec-2017/schools-as-partners-in-education-advocacy-for-foster-youth--tips/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/nov-dec-2017/an-attorney-s-guide-to-early-childhood-education/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/resources/newsletters/childrens-rights/winter2024-tips-for-lawyers-representing-children-in-foster-care-who-need-or-receive-specialeducation-services/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/resources/newsletters/childrens-rights/winter2024-tips-for-lawyers-representing-children-in-foster-care-who-need-or-receive-specialeducation-services/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6458f409f7088058c01fb68d/1683551241951/FINAL+School+Stability+for+Students+with+Disabilities+in+Foster+Care.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6458f409f7088058c01fb68d/1683551241951/FINAL+School+Stability+for+Students+with+Disabilities+in+Foster+Care.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6458f409f7088058c01fb68d/1683551241951/FINAL+School+Stability+for+Students+with+Disabilities+in+Foster+Care.pdf
https://www.ylc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FAFSA-Simplification-Act.pdf
https://www.ylc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FAFSA-Simplification-Act.pdf
https://www.ylc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FAFSA-Simplification-Act.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/nov-dec-2017/the-court-s-role-in-supporting-education-for-court-involved-chil/


SCHOOL STABILITY: 
This ESSA Implementation Toolkit (ABA Center on Children and the Law,
2017) outlines how state and local education agencies can implement the
school stability and immediate enrollment requirements under the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).   

TRANSPORTATION: 
For a sample worksheet to develop a transportation plan between a local
educational agency and local child welfare agency, see Pennsylvania’s
Transportation Plan Template and Transportation Plan Guide. 

INVOLVE PARENTS: 
Parents play an important role in education planning for their children in foster
care. Advocates for Children in NY has several resources to help schools and
families understand their rights, including “What You Need to Know About
Students in Foster Care,” Parent Education Bill of Rights, and this guide for
NYC child welfare agencies about supporting parent involvement in education.

ADDRESSING TRAUMA: 
Helping Traumatized Children Learn: Creating and Advocating for Trauma-
Sensitive Schools (2025): This Guide outlines a process for creating trauma-
sensitive schools and a policy agenda to provide the support schools need to
achieve this goal. The Guide is a project of the Trauma and Learning Policy
Initiative (a collaboration between Massachusetts Advocates for Children and
Harvard Law School), which houses tools and resources on creating trauma-
sensitive schools.  

SHARING INFORMATION: 
Educational Information Sharing – What School Staff Need to Know (ABA
Center on Children and the Law, 2025): This guide, part of a larger National
Data Toolkit, clarifies which parties may access information and records and
when to consult with the child welfare agency to ensure student privacy rights
are protected. 

PROMOTING ATTENDANCE & ENGAGEMENT: 
Attendance Works houses tools and resources to promote student
engagement and combat chronic absenteeism, including Student Attendance
Success Plans.  

SUPPORT STUDENTS RAISED BY KIN: 
Five Actions for Supporting Students and Caregivers in
Kinship/Grandfamilies (Generations United, 2024): This toolkit outlines
actions K-12 school professionals can take to support students who are being
raised by grandparents and other kin. 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/641203d74666315d84f5eac4/1678902233126/ESSA_ImplementationToolkit.pdf
https://www.pafostercare.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/local-transportation-plan-form-remediated.pdf
https://www.pafostercare.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/local-transportation-plan-form-remediated.pdf
https://www.pafostercare.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/PA-Transportation-Plan-Guide-PDF-ada.pdf
https://advocatesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/rights_of_students_foster_system.pdf
https://advocatesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/rights_of_students_foster_system.pdf
https://advocatesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/toolkit_bill_of_rights.pdf
https://advocatesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/empowering_parents_so_children_succeed.pdf
https://traumasensitiveschools.org/tlpi-publications/download-a-free-copy-of-a-guide-to-creating-trauma-sensitive-schools/
https://traumasensitiveschools.org/tlpi-publications/download-a-free-copy-of-a-guide-to-creating-trauma-sensitive-schools/
https://traumasensitiveschools.org/
https://traumasensitiveschools.org/
https://traumasensitiveschools.org/tools-and-resources/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63dcf65b8d0c56709027332e/t/6799ca6faf902a401bf2dc38/1738132080463/Information+Sharing+-+What+School+Staff+Need+to+Know+FINAL1.pdf
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/toolkit#allresources
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/toolkit#allresources
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/toolkit#allresources
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/student-attendance-success-plans/
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/student-attendance-success-plans/
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Education/GU-Ed-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Education/GU-Ed-Toolkit.pdf

