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Part I
What isn’t AI Ethics?
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§ Heidegger and the
§ Question concerning twitter
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Traditional ethical theories

• Virtue Ethics (Aristotle): 
Who should I become?

• Deontological Ethics (Kant): 
Which action is 
right in principle?

• Consequentialist Ethics (Mill): 
Which action produces 
the best outcome?
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Traditional ethical theories & ChatGPT

• Virtue Ethics (Aristotle): 
Who does ChatGPT help us become?

• Deontological Ethics (Kant): 
Is using ChatGPT 
right in principle?

• Consequentialist Ethics (Mill): 
Does using ChatGPT produce
the best outcome?
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Vicious not 
virtuous!

Harms 
outweigh the 

benefits!

Maxim of action 
cannot be 

universalized!
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Part II
What is AI Ethics?



AI is an existential threat…

…so we need to control it!



AI could harm human agency,
lead to deskilling, and worsen
well-being…

…so we need to make sure
AI is a benefit to humanity!



AI is destroying the planet…

…so we need to limit the
destructiveness of AI!



AI has taken over our lives…

…so there is nothing to do but
decide how best to use AI!
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AI Ethics summarized

• AI exists (and there is nothing we can do about 
that!)

• AI is potentially beneficial to humanity (could 
even solve climate change!)

• AI is potentially dangerous to humanity (is 
already speeding up climate change!)

• Therefore, must make sure AI is developed 
ethically (from now on!)
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Part III
What is AI?



Turing predicted computers would inevitably be able to think…

…or at least be able to convincingly seem to be able to think!



Weizenbaum invented first ChatGPT-like chatbot…

…and then tried to warn people to not believe AI existed!



Weizenbaum likened AI inevitability to atom bomb inevitability…

…because inevitability means no responsibility!



Minsky: “We can’t understand programs, so they are AI!”

Weizenbaum: “We can’t understand programs, so we claim AI!”



Weizenbaum warned that AI was a sham (did not exist)…

…and a scam (to raise money from those who believed it existed)!
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Part IV
What’s unethical about 
AI Ethics?



AI Ethics offers so many principles
for tech companies to follow…

…so let’s adapt principles
from bioethics!
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for tech companies to follow…

…so let’s adapt principles
from bioethics!
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because even though medical
practices could be dangerous,
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Likening AI ethics to Bioethics
gives the false impression that
AI is as necessary as Medicine

So why does AI ethics help 
perpetuate the false impression 
that AI is necessary?



Technologies appear to be neutral with
regards to morality and so help to create
an amoral technological world…

…but because humanity cannot live
without values, technologies create new
values, values that are pro-technology!



Technology vs Humanity

Belief: Ends determine choice of Means
   (Health)         (AI)



Technology vs Humanity

Belief: Ends determine choice of Means
   (Health)         (AI)

Reality: Means determine choice of Ends
    (AI)            (“Health”)



Technology vs Humanity

Writing = Set of tasks à 
Tasks = Do as efficiently as possible à 

ChatGPT = Best way to write!

The belief that everything should be done 
as efficiently as possible is not based on a 
human value, but on a value required to 
perpetuate technological world
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Part V
What should be AI Ethics?
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Weizenbaum concluded even if AI existed, shouldn’t be used…

…because even right answers would be arrived at wrongly!



42

vs



Thank You!
n.gertz@utwente.nl
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