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Digital renderings of the Native American Cultural Trail show the design of the panels in addition to the bicycle parking, benches and landscaping plans. Six panel and parking areas will dot the perimeter of Mackinac
Island along M-185 after installation in the Spring of 2016.

Mackinac Island is set to get an update this spring. The Native
American Cultural Trail will feature six individual panels
discussing the history and impact of Native Americans on the island.

The nearly eight miles of motorless highway circumnavigating

“Native American history and culture is not something we actively
interpret a great deal on Mackinac Island, currently,” said Director
Phil Porter. “We hope these new informational panels will educate the
public and provide perspective about the pre-contact history, trade,
culture and more.”

The panels were drafted by Director of Archives and Records for
the Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians Eric Hemenway with
help from Mackinac State Historic Parks staft and will be installed by
Mackinac Island State Park operations staff.

The Mackinac Island State Park Commission approved the project
in late July 2015 and fundraising through Mackinac Associates began
soon after. The expected cost to develop the six stations is $50,000.

“This is perfectly aligned with what Mackinac Associates is meant
to do,” said Diane Dombroski, membership coordinator for Mackinac
Associates. “Our members were so excited about and generous with
this opportunity that we were able to exceed the goal.”

In addition to the panels, the areas next to the roadway where they
are located will be landscaped and include benches and areas for
bicycle parking.

“Biking around the perimeter of the island is a popular activity, but
with three-quarters of a million people or more coming to the island
every year it can get congested when visitors stop to take photos
or admire the scenery,” said Porter. “Hopefully the convenience of
these bike parking areas will decrease some of that congestion while
simultaneously offering an important educational experience.”

The panels and areas surrounding them were designed to blend with
the natural surroundings so as to not be obtrusive to the island’s natural
beauty. Utilizing locally familiar products like cedar and limestone will
help the panels and parking areas to blend into the environment.

“We’re thrilled to see such terrific support for this worthwhile
project,” said Porter.” This formalized interpretation of centuries of

Native American culture on Mackinac Island will go a long way in
promoting both enjoyment and understanding of the island’s rich
history.”

A formal dedication of the trail will be held during the summer.

New Piece Bound for
Mackinac Art Museum

Recently added to the collection,
this mezzotint by Reynold
Wiednaar is one of three depicting
the Mackinac Bridge during its
construction.

Recently purchased with funds
from the Martin and Patricia Jahn
Collections Development Fund.

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Weidenaar studied at the Kendall
School of Design and at the Kansas
City Art Institute. In 1944
he received a Guggenheim
Fellowship and in 1949,
the Louis Comfort Tiffany
Scholarship. The quality of
his work was recognized by
prominent etchers and he quickly
received national acclaim
through invitational exhibitions
at the Smithsonian Institution,
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, and the Carnegie Institute.

He was a full member of the
National Academy of Design.

Weidenaar worked mostly
on copper with all the intaglio
processes (etching, engraving,
drypoint, aquatint, softground,
and mezzotint) and produced
over 200 prints. Weidenaar was

one of the first artists in the United
States to revive the technique of
mezzotint printmaking. He also
worked in watercolor and resin oils.

This is one of two works
completed by Weidenaar of the
Mackinac Bridge. It captures the
spirit and innovation during the
construction of the mighty bridge
that immediately became one of
Michigan’s most enduring symbols.
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collection, there simply aren’t enough
spaces throughout the historic sites to
display and describe each item.

Now, however, we are able to share the
objects and the stories they tell with the

Mackinac State Historic Parks blog.

Blog posts range in subject from new

items accessioned into the collection,

historic photographs, natural history, or
videos demonstrating the way-of-life for
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early people of the region.

“The blog really allows us to go one step
further into sometimes unexplored subjects
we just don’t have the capacity to interpret
at our sites currently,” said Deputy Director
Steve Brisson.

The posts are generated and written
by different members of the staff in their
various areas of expertise and published
on a weekly schedule. Then, the posts are
shared via Mackinac State Historic Parks’
social media channels like Facebook and
Twitter.

“A lot of people don’t
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realize that this history
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1sn’t set in stone,” said
Craig Wilson, museum
historian. “We often

| learn new information or
correct old information
with research, and the
blog is a great way for
us to share that new
information.”

To visit the Mackinac
State Historic Parks blog,
visit
mackinacparks.com/blog

197 views

Milkweed Planted to Restore
Failing Butterfly Population

ore than 400,000
common
milkweed seeds

were scattered at the five acre
meadow at Mackinac Island
Airport’s east end in an effort
to create a habitat for monarch
butterflies on the island.

Once densely populated
with the familiar orange and
black butterflies, the Midwest
region of the United States
has experienced a tremendous
decline in population due to
farming pesticides and the
destruction of natural habitat.

“The monarch butterfly is
reliant on milkweed plants
for the first few weeks
after their eggs hatch,” said
Jeff Dykehouse, curator of
natural history. “Milkweed is
poisonous to many animals,
but serves as the sole
food source for the young
caterpillars.”

The seeds, which were
planted in advance of the frost
this fall, will be pushed deep

into the soil by the snow and
frost and begin to grow in the
spring as temperatures rise.

“This isn’t a massive
undertaking,” said Director
Phil Porter. “But, it is an
important one. We are the
stewards of both historical and
natural resources at the Straits
of Mackinac. That means
making sure there are always
butterflies on the island for
generations to come.”

In addition to their own
beauty, butterflies and the
other insects who will make
use of the milkweed habitat
are also responsible for
making sure the island is
replete with wildflowers by
pollinating the wide variety
of plants that grow naturally
along the Island’s more
than 70 miles of trails and
roadways.

A recent video from the MSHP blog highlights the similarities between historic snow-
shoes used at the Straits of Mackinac centuries ago and their modern counterparts,

still in regular use in the region today.

New Publication Highlights History of Downtown Mackinac Island with Images

ackinac State Historic
Parks maintains the
largest archive of historic

photographs of Straits of Mackinac.
Over the last half century we have
published hundreds of images in

our more than 100 books. Eugene
Petersen’s Mackinac: Its History in
Pictures is the most comprehensive
collection of images. Since its
publication in 1973 we have gathered
thousands more.

The purpose of this series is to
make these images available to
researchers and Mackinac enthusiasts.
Most of the photographs have never
been published by us before. A few
previously published images are
included, in order to provide context
for adjacent images. The intention is
not to provide a history of Mackinac,
but simply to present images on a
given theme with a few comments and
reflections.

The focus of this volume is images
of the “downtown” area of Mackinac
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Island, from Windermere Point to
Mission Point.

By the first two decades of the
nineteenth century significant
development had occurred here,
particularity with the establishment
of the Protestant Mission in 1822.
Most of the development here was,
and remains, residential, although the
earliest resort hotels opened here prior
to the Civil War. Many hotels and bed
and breakfasts continue to operate
here today.

The photographs in this volume
date from 1865 to 1990. The earliest
capture a community that has just
transitioned from a fur trade and
fishing village into a summer resort.
Most of the landmarks and vistas
familiar to the residents at the height
of the American fur trade in 1825
were still present in 1865. However,
as the photographs demonstrate, the
village changed greatly as it adapted
to the growing tourist market. Over
the next forty years, by 1905, the

downtown had changed significantly,
and many locations and intersections
would not be recognizable by the
island’s earlier inhabitants. It was
this Mackinac that solidified into the
one with which we are familiar with
today: a Victorian village with small
pockets and landmarks, such as
Stuart House, Biddle House, and
Mission Church, surviving from
the fur-trade era.

The book is divided into
images of the west side
(further sub-divided
between Main Street,
Market Street and
views from Fort
Mackinac) and
the east side.

Analysis of
the photos by Deputy
Director Brisson compared
them with other images, historic
maps, documents, oral histories
and secondary sources and dated

everything as accurately as possible. A

picture is worth a thousand words, and
the sharp eyes and interests of others
may focus on different details of
these fascinating views of Mackinac.
It is hoped that this compilation will
encourage a further investigation

into Mackinac’s history as well as
invoke some mourning for what

has not survived and a deeper
appreciation for what has.

PhOIO Album: This rare winter scene on Mackinac Island
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Astor House,
¢a. 1885

shows the Astor House on Market Street.
The hotel consisted of the original build-
ings of the American Fur Company. At the
center is the Stuart House and beyond it

the warehouse, today’s community hall.
Converted into a hotel in the 1850s, the
two buildings were Loined together by a

double-decker porc

The structure at the

right was originally the fur company’s
clerk’s quarters. It was torn down in the
late 1950s. This is one of over 100 his-
toric downtown images featured in the
new publication Downtown Mackinac: An
Album of Historic Photos.
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Strategic Planning, Setting the Foundation for Many Years to Come

Warren Buffett once observed
that, “Someone’s sitting in the shade
today because someone planted
a tree a long time ago.” Buffett’s
insight speaks to the value of long
range planning and reminds me of
our stewardship responsibility to
professionally preserve and manage
our resources for the benefit and
enjoyment of future generations.
During this past year, both Mackinac
Associates and Mackinac State
Historic Parks have undertaken
strategic planning processes. These
plans chart a path into the future so
that tomorrow’s visitors will enjoy
the “shade of mature trees” that we
are planting today.

Last August the Mackinac
Associates Board of Trustees and
Mackinac State Historic Parks
staff met to formulate a plan to
guide the organization’s growth,
development and operations. With
Tom Bailey, Executive Director of
the Little Traverse Conservancy
acting as facilitator, the group
identified four major categories
of initiatives: organizational
infrastructure, membership services
and development, fund development

and revenue generation, and
marketing and communications.
Deliverable products include

a new Board Manual to clarify
board member responsibilities and
committee structure, creation of a
new Youth Advisory Committee,
conducting web-based surveys to

evaluate member programs, creation
of new, electronic donor recognition
displays, and development of a new
website to facilitate communication

and information sharing.

Mackinac State Historic Parks
first embraced comprehensive
institutional strategic planning in
the late 1980s. Since that time,
MSHP has produced multiple
planning documents including the
most recent plan, “The Territory
Ahead, Mackinac State Historic
Parks Strategic Plan, 2012-2017.”
With the successful completion of
many major projects, including the
reconstruction of Fort Holmes and
the South Southwest Rowhouse at
Michilimackinac, installation of
the Mackinac Island Peace Garden,
construction and installation of the
“Straits of Mackinac Shipwreck
Museum at Old Mackinac Point

Lighthouse,” and a multitude of
major repair projects and exhibit
installations, it is time to begin a
new planning process.

The MSHP planning process has
been streamlined as compared to
earlier plans. This effort is focused
on MSHP’s primary mission-
directed activities which are
public programming and resource
stewardship. These issues are being
addressed by three committees:
Buildings and Facilities, Museum
Programs, Marketing and Sales,
and Environmental and Park
Enhancements. The new plan
proposes strategies for three years
rather than five, recognizing how

difficult it is to anticipate the variety

of challenges and opportunities that

face historic site museums in today’s

rapidly changing world. The plan
will be presented to the Mackinac
Island State Park Commission for
review and approval in May and
the MSHP Fund Development
Committee will meet in July to
create a complementary funding
strategy.

The Mackinac Associates and

Mackinac State Historic Parks
plans will work hand-in-hand

to guide our efforts to protect,
preserve and present Mackinac’s
rich historical and natural resources.
We believe that bold and innovative
programming and professional and
thoughtful resource management,
supported by a well-organized and
forward thinking friends group and
funded through a diverse and steady
revenue stream is a perfect recipe
for a successful future.

Phil Porter
Director

New Commanding Officer’s House Exhibit Highlights Updated
Research, Visitor Interaction

Above: The current reconstruction of one of the rooms in the Commanding Officer's House. The walls are
plastered and updates have been made to the fireplace.
Below: The Commanding Officer's House exhibit previously featured a billiards table as part of a period
setting among its more rustic interior.

Michilimackinac in Mackinaw

City, the nation in charge changed
hands from France, to Great Britain,
Native Americans, and ultimately
the United States. During the British
occupation of the fort, the commanding
officer lived in a residence near the
water gate.

In the 300 years that shaped Fort

The well-appointed domicile was
originally constructed in the 1750s.
In 1770, carpenters were sent to Fort
Michilimackinac to convert the building
into an officers’ barracks capable of
housing at least four officers. By the
time Captain Arent DePeyster and
his wife Rebecca arrived in 1774,
however, most junior officers lived
in rented houses around the fort. The
DePeysters were probably the buildings
only residents during their tenure at
Michilimackinac, which lasted until
1779.

When Patrick Sinclair ordered the
post moved to Mackinac Island in
1779, the commanding officer’s house
was no exception. It was rebuilt below
Fort Mackinac and housed British
and American officers until it was
demolished around 1820. Its ruins
were among the first excavated at Fort
Michilimackinac in t1959.

Though minor updates to the interior
exhibit space of the commanding
officer’s house have taken place since it
was initially reconstructed, the building
has remained largely unchanged since it
first opened.

“We’re updating every inch of the
space,” said Craig Wilson, museum
historian. “There will be a traditional
exhibit gallery, period settings, and a
functional historic kitchen, making this
a diverse, mixed application exhibit.”

“We want to use this exhibit to
explore the lives and culture of British
officers in Canada through the lens
of Arent and Rebecca DePeyster,”
Wilson added. “The DePeysters were
somewhat unique in that Rebecca
accompanied Arent to his posts in North
America, but their experiences at Fort
Michilimackinac were shared by British
officers around the world.”

The entire interior of the structure
has been changed. With new walls
creating four rooms around a central
hall, a chimney has been made fully-
functional, and the exterior has been
altered, turning two former doorways
into windows. “The more accurate
layout is based on a combination of
archaeological and archival research,”
said Wilson. “We’ve gone over a
tremendous amount of correspondence
between officers and the letters of
Thomas Gage, the commanding general
of North America, and looked at other
structures built throughout Canada
during the time period.”

The exhibit is fully funded by
Mackinac Associates and is expected
to be completed early in the summer of
2016.
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Mackinac Associates
Board of Trustees

Mark Mercer, President
Peter Pellerito, Vice President
Ann Parrish, Secretary/Treasurer

Juck Barnwell Tom Lockwood
Mary Jane Barnwell Wesley Maurer
Jerome Burns Harriet McGraw
Kelly Cooper Todd Pefersen

Phil Porter, Administrative Agent
Diane Dombroski, Membership Coordinator
Kelsey Schnell, Editor

For membership information,
call 231-436-4100

Published by Mackinac Associates. Subscription is a member-
ship benefit. Membership levels include Mackinac Heritage, $75;
Friend, $65; Voyageur, $85; Sentinel, $175; Explorer, $400;
Commandant’s Circle, $600; Steward, $1,000; Guardian, $2,500;
Patron, $5,000; Benefactor $10,000. Other membership benefits
include unlimited free admission to Colonial Michilimackinac,
Fort Mackinac, Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park, Old Mack-
inac Point Lighthouse and The Richard and Jane Manoogian
Mackinac Art Museum; 15 percent merchandise and publica-
tion discount at the five Mackinac State Historic Parks” museum
stores; invitation to Mackinac Associates special events; and dis-
counted admission for members’ guests (Friend level and above).

mackinacassociates.com
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Mackinac Associates acknowledges donations received this fall and winter. Thanks to all who supported the Fall
Appeal, the Native American Cultural Trail and other important programs and projects.

Native American Cultural Trail Donors

David and Janet Bell

Chippewa Hotel

William and Cheri Lyn Deary
John and Anne Gault

Island House & Vic Callewaert
David and Ann Levy

Mark Mercer & Johnna Driscoll
Original Murdick’s Fudge

Todd and Kathy Petersen

Sandy Phillips

Charles and Cordelia Puttkammer
Douglas and Carol Rearick
Richard and Vicki Riel

The Sage Foundation

Rick and Sue Snyder

Lorna Straus

Randy and Michelle Stuck
Clayton and Anna Timmons

Unrestricted Donations
$5,000 and above

David and Janet Bell

$1000 to $4999

George Burrows
Randy and Michelle Stuck

$500 to 3999

Mark Derwent and Kim Scott
Mark and Lauren Jacoby
Richard and Brian Jaeschke
Matthew and Ruth West

$250 to 3499

William and Jennifer Chope
Tracy Hardin and John Gravlin
Stephen and Mary Anna Harper
Tom and Annie Lockwood

Bill and Danna Marvin

Thomas Pfeiffelmann

Phil and Val Porter

Bart and Laurie Stupak

$100 to 3249

Richard and Carole Beauchamp
Diane Bernards Hayden and Jeffrey Hayden
Allen Bright
(Memory of RonWilczak)
Steve and Lisa Brisson
John and Patricia Case
James Crumrine

Dennis and Cynthia Cawthorne

John and Sheryl Childs

Linda Deemie

Leo and Sue Gerhardstein

Robert and Nancy Gleffe

George and Judith Goodman

Kevin and Sheila Hamann

Ted and Brenda Horton

Edgar and Audrey Jaggi

Frank Kelley

Kevin and Sandy Little
(Memory of Ron Wilczak)

John and Barbara Lloyd

James and Miriam Longcore

Thom and Martha Lustik

Margaret Mclntire

Steve and Patti Ann Moskwa

John, Andrea and Nate Plant
(Memory of Ron Wilczak

Nancy Porter

Steve Radecki and Lauren Walsh

Daniel and Joann Root

Kelsey Schnell

Nancy Scott and Kevin Gromley

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Skrzyniarz
(Memory of Ron Wilczak)

Anthony and Loretta Spata

Ed and Natalie Surovell

James Swan

Greg and Vicky Teysen

Dennis and Barbara Thomas

James and Kathleen Tilson

Bob and Jeannie Traxler

Harold and Mary Warp

Larry and Cheryl Watson

Kyle and Tisha Zelner

Up to $99

Larry and Susanne Banas
(Memory of Ron Wilczak)

Larry and Kay Berke

Peggy Bertok

George Blair

Russell and Darlene Boice

Richard and Jackie Bolander

Joe and Diane Brandonisio

Joseph and Rita Bridges

John and Patricia Cieluch

Clarion Research

Rick Coble

Doug and Beth Cox

Kevin and Joan Cranmer

Katie Darrow

Duane Dedene

Patrick and Sherry Denen

Daniel Diem

Nancy Dykehouse

Gilbert and Marion Esselink

(Memory of Ron Wilczak)
James and Lynn Evans
Stan and Kelly Flory
Peter and Sherry Garchow
Scott Gasparich
David Hales
Gary Hermann
Burt and Deb Hirons
Joan Ingamells
(Memory of Ron Wilczak)
Frederick and Deborah Jagow IV
Lynn Johnson
Sherry Kammer
Ray and Nancy Kriss
Mary Kurzynowski
Michael Leahy and Susan Bippley
Lawrence and Carol Ludwicki
Hugh and Janet Mabie
James and Kay Malone
Peter Marabell and Fran Barger
Andrew and Stephanie McGreevy
Norman and Barbara Mieras
Cheryl Mitchell
Alice Myron
Richard Petersen
Paul and Marjo Prinzing
Scott and Debbie Rausch
Leif and Marie Rompf
Joan Scheel
James and Carol Sedlock
(Memory of Ron Wilczak)
Mark and Ute Stowe
Ed Trudeau
Paul and Arlene Tuerck
Daniel and Amy West

Other Donations for Specific Projects

Boy Scout Troop #168 —
Defibrillator for Mackinac Island Scout Barracks

Crary Foundation —
Continued maintenance of Dwightwood Springs

Martin and Patricia Jahn —
Collections Acquisition and Conservation

Mackinac Island Community Foundation —
Invasive Species Exhibit

David and Cynthia Monaghan —
Garrison Flag

Greg and Karen Movsesian —
Scout Barracks Preservation Fund

Bradley Simmons —
Flag post repairs
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