
 
 

 

H.483 As Passed by the House - Summary 

An act relating to the accountability and oversight of approved independent schools that are 
eligible to receive public tuition. 

The bill amends the statutes governing the approval of private schools to require that any 
approved private school (excluding therapeutic schools) that intends to accept public tuition 
must be located in Vermont or within 25 miles of the Vermont border (excluding Canada) and 
must comply with the following requirements: 

1. Must enroll any student who requires special education services (if the school is as an 
appropriate placement and least restrictive environment for the student as determined 
by the student’s individualized education program team or by the local education 
agency) – current law; 

2. Must provide each sending LEA with regular attendance reports for students attending 
the school on public vouchers; 

3. Must provide each sending LEA with regular reports of the academic progress of 
students attending the school on public vouchers;  

4. Must provide each sending LEA with regular reports of any enrollment change for 
students attending the school on public vouchers, including withdrawals, suspensions, 
or expulsions, including notifying the sending LEA the same school day if the school is 
considering expelling a student who is on publicly funded voucher; 

5. Must have adopted and implemented policies and procedures to comply with the 
Vermont Public Accommodations Act, and the Vermont Fair Employment Practices 
Act; 

6. May not use an admissions process for students on publicly funded vouchers that 
includes mandatory interviews, academic entrance exams, academic history, 
mandatory campus visits, or consideration of ability to pay for any costs or fees, 
provided that: 

• the school may request proof of a student’s most recently completed grade;  
• the school may set a capacity limit on the number of voucher students the 

school will accept; and  
• the school shall establish a nondiscriminatory selection process when the 

number of publicly funded voucher student applicants exceeds any capacity.  
7. Must provide the results of all State-mandated assessments of students on public 

tuition to the Agency of Education, which shall publish the results on its website in a 
manner consistent with the publication of the same results for public school students;  

8. The school’s tuition rate for publicly funded voucher students shall be the same as or 
lower than the tuition rate for private payer students and both tuition rates shall be 
published on the school’s website; 

9. Must not charge publicly funded voucher students an application fee, an academic 
fee, or any other fees for academic materials.  
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To ensure these requirements are met, the bill requires that annually, on or before August 1, 
beginning August 1, 2023, schools must attest to compliance with these and all other statutory 
requirements for approved private schools, and the Board’s rules for approved private schools 
including documentation of the following:  

• a statement of nondiscrimination, posted on the school’s website and included in the 
school’s application materials, that is consistent with the Vermont Public 
Accommodations Act, and the Vermont Fair Employment Practices Act;  

• an assurance, signed by the head of school, that the school complies with the Vermont 
Public Accommodations Act in all aspects of the school’s admissions and operations; and  

• an assurance, signed by the head of school, that no public funds were used to subsidize 
the tuition of private pay students.  

The bill empowers the State Board to investigate and resolve allegations of noncompliance. 

The bill also requires the AOE, before December 1, 2023, to review all laws, rules, quality 
standards, reporting requirements, and required policies applicable to public schools and make 
a written recommendation to the House and Senate Committees on Education regarding 
whether any public-school requirements not already applicable should also apply to approved 
private schools eligible to receive publicly funded vouchers.  

The bill establishes a moratorium on the State Board of Education’s approval of any new initial 
applications by a private school until further direction by the General Assembly.  

The bill also amends the Vermont Public Accommodations Act to clarify that the act applies 
to all schools whose services are offered to the general public. Under the bill, the term school 
includes; “public schools, independent schools, regional career technical education centers, 
postsecondary career technical education centers, adult career technical education centers, 
comprehensive high schools, approved education programs, tutorial programs, distance 
learning schools, postsecondary schools, and any other type of school or educational 
institution.” 

The bill requests AOE to report back on the creation of a new position at AOE of Public Tuition 
Student Advocate whose responsibility will include assistance to students who believe they 
have been unfairly denied admission to an approved private school eligible to receive public 
tuition.  


