
GREENLAND HELI SKIING 
ABOARD NANSEN EXPLORER



Untrammeled. Epic in scale. Greenland is the largest island on Earth. 
The rocky coastline, if stretched out like a string, would measure 
24,430 miles (39,330 kilometers), approximately the circumference 
of Earth at the Equator. Here hardy Inuit communities perch on the 
edge of the massive Greenland ice cap, pursuing a timeless way of 
life. Pack ice and bergs, calved from the monumental Illulissat Glacier, 
jostle in the waterways. And beckoning fjords fringe Greenland’s 
western coast, as inviting to explorer yachting as any geography on 
the planet. 

In spring from April to May, from powder to corn, these protected 
fjords offer unparalleled access to prime heli-ski terrain. 

No lift, no lines. Ski from summit to sea on wide, treeless snowfields 
and down steep couloirs flanking glacier-sculpted peaks. Carve tracks 
where few have or will — from heights overlooking iceberg-choked 
bays and granite landscapes some 3.8 billion years old. 

MV Nansen Explorer is the launchpad for a next level backcountry 
experience.

ULTIMATE HELI SKIING



Originally designed as an Arctic research vessel, MV Nansen 
Explorer is now an industry first, bridging the gap between super 
yacht and expedition ship. With an Ice-1A class hull, Nansen  
Explorer can venture deeper into polar ice than other yachts.  
Her rugged exteriors, like the badges on a polar explorer’s  
parka, are her bona fides. And following her extensive 2021  
refit, calibrated to please the most discerning of clients, her  
refined interiors reveal a yacht soul.

Nansen Explorer is owned and operated by Nansen Polar Ex-
peditions for private charter. However, thanks to the exclusive 
management partnership with EYOS, who pioneered ‘single 
cabin’ departures aboard superyachts, Nansen Explorer can also
offer individuals the intimate experience of Greenland yacht 
owners enjoy: to be alone in one of the most beautiful, remote 
places on Earth, with extraordinary heli skiing, too.



Equipped with an expansive 
heli-deck, onboard refuelling 
capabilities, plus Mk V Zodiacs, 
kayaks, and SUPs, Nansen Explorer 
offers ample opportunities to explore. 
And among her amenities: a lower-level 
gym; and the Bridge above, where her officers 
welcome guests.



Nansen Explorer’s retrofit opened up the interior of 
the ship, transforming a warren of rooms into gen-
erously proportioned, gracious common areas and 
only 7 cabins. Luminous, with expansive windows 
fostering a connection to the views outside, the 
interior design is inspired by the polar palette: the 
slate grey of Arctic waters. The pewter of whales. 
The grounding browns of ancient bedrock. And the 
tawny gold of sunsets on soaring peaks. 

Elegantly appointed in a simple Scandinavian style, 
her lounge is welcoming and relaxing. And each day 
her dining room, where the expert culinary team 
offers a varied menu and superb cuisine, sets the 
scene for camaraderie and congenial conversation. 



In contrast to Greenland’s  
massive ice, Nansen Explorer  

offers fire—the figurative warmth  
of a fireplace to spark companionship.

Coppery shades of cognac and whiskey. 
Plus, brown greys the color of muskox down, 

warmer even than cashmere.



Ski every day possible on your expedition. Or take 
some time to explore your surroundings. A yacht  
expedition offers maximum flexibility. And Nansen 
Explorer is equipped to support your desire to  
immerse in West Greenland’s splendid facets.

 Zodiac cruise and make landings 

 Hike the tundra

 Spot muskoxen, caribou, gyrfalcons; and observe 
   whales feeding in the surrounding waters

 Flight-see over glaciers

 Kayak protected coves and inlets

 Explore colorful coastal villages; see a remarkable 
    way of life



Traveling by yacht offers 
maximum flexibility. And Nansen 
Explorer is equipped to provide an
‘all yours’ experience—with Zodiacs and 
kayaks for up-close and personal exploring. 
Accompanied by expert Expedition Guides you 
will experience Greenland’s untrammeled
wildness, and unique culture.



The handpicked crew selected to run  
MV Nansen Explorer has decades of experi-
ence within the polar expedition world and 
superyacht industry. The EYOS shoreside 
team provides seamless logistics and  
support. And the onboard crew—a Captain 
and three deck officers, for continuous  
navigation; two chefs, four stewardesses, 
and two Expedition Guides—provides the 
service, expertise, and location knowledge 
to enhance your wild, remote Greenland  
adventure. 



HELI-SKI EXPEDITION IN GREENLAND 

Please note that this is a yacht expedition, designed for flexibility and 
spontaneity. The actual day-by-day itinerary will be determined by your 
Captain & Expedition Guide according to weather conditions in the region 
and the group’s preferences. We have indicated some highlights and  
opportunities likely on your expedition

Day 1: Arrive in Greenland at the international airport at Kangerlussuaq, 
the main air hub in Greenland and the only airport in west Greenland 
suitable for jet aircraft. The airport dates from American settlement 
during and after World War II, when the site was known as Bluie 
West-8 and Sondrestrom Air Base.

Transfer to your scheduled Air Greenland flight to Sisimiut, a charming 
community whose name means “inhabitants by the fox burrows,” to 
meet Nansen Explorer. 

The yacht will disembark Sisimiut and conditions permitting, head 
south to Maniitsoq for heli skiing in virgin backcountry.

Days 2-8: The yacht will station in the Maniitsoq region where a  
network of fjords allows us scenic variety and access to mountains 
rising some 500-1000 meters straight from the sea. The scenery is 
spectacular—with breath-taking views of glaciers and the sea; you 
may even spot feeding whales as you ski down. And the terrain is  
superb, offering wide, treeless expanses and exhilarating descents. 
The long days of Arctic summer and great snow conditions—this 
expedition is scheduled in prime season—will likely keep us in the 
region. But there is the option to venture away from Maniitsoq to 
explore the Sisimiut area, or to head further north to iceberg-choked 
Disko Bay for scenic cruising. 

In between runs or in lieu of skiing for those inclined, the expedition 
team can arrange flight seeing, hiking, fjord kayaking or Zodiac cruising 
in the peerless late-evening Arctic light, or to a local village for cultural 
encounters.

Day 9: Disembark Nansen Explorer at Sisimiut, and transfer to  
your scheduled Greenland Air flight to the international airport at 
Kangerlussuaq for flights home.
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Originally designed to carry 60 passengers, Nansen 
Explorer now carries only 12 guests in modern,  
spacious cabins, refined in a simple Scandinavian 
style. Generous floor to ceiling windows frame 
beautiful views, fostering a connection to the world 
outside the yacht. And soft textures, crisp linens and 
deluxe bedding restore body and soul.

ACCOMMODATIONS



Cabin Size: 21.3 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom, bathroom and walk-in closet.

Double bed 
Walk-In Closet

NANSEN



Cabin Size: 19.5 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom and bathroom.

Double with Twin Bed option.

AMUNDSEN



Cabin Size: 21 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom and bathroom.

Double with Twin Bed option.

SVERDRUP



Cabin Size: 16.1 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom and bathroom.

Double Bed

LARSEN



Cabin Size: 12.9 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom, bathroom and walk-in closet.

Double Bed

WISTING



Cabin Size: 12.2 sq. meters

Cabin amenities include: Molton Brown 
shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, hand wash and hand cream; cotton 
pads, cotton buds; robes and slippers; 
ghd Hairdryer; and EU 220v sockets in  
bedroom, bathroom and walk-in closet.

Double with Twin Bed option. 
Walk-In Closet

JOHANSEN






