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Terri Divers, behind the wheel, is retiring from the Fall City Water District. The district’s staff (left to right):
Bob Forslin, Chris Darnell, Pennie Treado, and Dusty Possert. For more, see page 12.
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Newsletter Donors (February 2022-January 2023)

Donna Driver-Kumen

Noma and Craig Edwards

Fall City Community Association
Fall City Community Food Pantry
Fall City Historical Society

Fall City Rebekah Lodge #59

Sue Holbink and Ed Hazen

Teresa Kluver and Glenn Boettcher
Carrie and Dean Lee

Marion Querro and Gloria Morgan
Carrie Schroeder and Rebecca Miller
Sno-Valley Senior Center

Ralph Westermann

*Donations received after January 15,
2023, will be acknowledged in the March
2023 issue.

You are invited to donate to Fall City
Neighbors to help us cover expenses of
the coming year. Please make your check
to “FCCA/Fall City Newsletter,” and mail
to: Fall City Neighbors Newsletter, P.O.
Box 1064, Fall City, WA 98024.

EDITOR’S NOTE

It’s February. While there are more opportunities to pick a holiday or occasion to celebrate than there are days
in the month of February, a few of those days are more special to me than others. February 28, my husband’s
birthday. February 5, the day my daughter was born. And February 2, our anniversary. We picked Feb. 2 for our
wedding day for no better reason than that it was Sunday—a Sunday between semesters at Washington State
University, where we were both enrolled. As it turned out, it was a beautiful, bright sunshine-y Sunday in North
Bend, and wedding guests were standing outside after the ceremony without jackets or sweaters, enjoying the
blue sky and warm sunshine. We had been told we shared the day with the groundhogs, who obviously had seen
their shadows this day, but hadn’t realized until a few years later that we would continue to share our anniversary
with them for the next 54 years. We always enjoyed telling people we were married on Groundhogs Day. What

I discovered just a few days ago is that Feb. 2 is also the midpoint of winter, between the winter solstice and the

spring equinox! Another reason for it to be so special.
I hope that you can each find at least one day this month that warms your heart, even on the coldest of days.

Fall City Neighbors, since 1998: Helping to build a caring and connected community of neighbors.

SUBMISSIONS: We encourage submissions, story
suggestions and comments from our community.
We are always looking for writers, reporters,
artists, photographers and idea people interested in
volunteering for this publication.

STORY IDEAS, ARTICLES, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS, OR TO
SUBMIT/REQUEST A BUSINESS PROFILE: Nancy Moore,
Editor, e-mail: editor@fcneighbors.org or mail to
Fall City Neighbors, P.O. Box 1064, Fall City, WA
98024.

CALENDAR ITEMS: Andree Hurley at andree @
seattlehometour.com

SEND DONATIONS TO: Fall City Newsletter, P.O. Box
1064, Fall City, WA 98024

TO SPONSOR: Contact Janet Kautz, kautzjl@
gmail.com. Ad sizes: 3.5” x 2”—$75/qtr or
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77 x 4°—$300/qtr or $1200/yr.

CLASSIFIEDS: Free ads for nonprofits and individuals
only—no businesses: 25 words or less.

Newsletter Volunteers

Fall City Neighbors is a publication of the Fall
City Community Association (www.fallcity.org)
and is supported by local sponsors and donors.

It is published monthly and distributed free of
charge to the community, available at the Fall City
Library, Fall City Post Office (green box in front),
Farmhouse Market, The Hauglie Building, and the
Roadhouse Inn, and online at http://www.fallcity.
org/neighbors.html.

Deadline for submissions is the TENTH of each month.
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Sno-Valley Senior Center: Kira Avery

Printing: RRD Packaging Solutions/Cindy Parks
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Community News and Notes
FALL CITY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Highlights of the January 2023 Meeting

TREE LIGHTING. The tree lighting had its largest
attendance ever! The garden lights were bigger and
brighter this year. A special highlight: Pete Nelson as
Santa!

LAND USE/SUB AREA PLAN COMMITTEE. Angela Donaldson
and Mike Suelzle. Call to action: Community
members have an opportunity to influence the seven
residential developments currently proposed in Fall
City. Community concerns include issues such as plat
design, transportation impacts, compatibility with our
community, environmental and recreational issues,
etc. The public hearing on the proposed 13-house
development at 41235 332nd SE (across the street
from Fall City Elementary and the ball fields) was
scheduled for January 19. The committee meets
Tuesdays at 5:00. If you would like to participate,
e-mail fallcityneighborhoods @ gmail.com.

FALL CITY DAY, JUNE 10. Kirk Harris (Fun Run), Angela
Donaldson (evening concert). Please consider joining
the committee that meets on the third Thursday of
the month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Hauglie
Professional Building conference room. Current
volunteer needs include: three people to run the
parade, others for the Fun Run, evening concert, and
the road crew.

ROADS COMMITTEE. Carrie Lee. The committee needs
a graphic-design volunteer (a couple of hours) to
prepare for a February King County presentation.
The committee is moving forward with the WSDOT
Project on Highway 202 through town, including the
Heritage Walk.

FALL CITY SEPTIC ASSOCIATION. Jeff Wilson, program
manager. This project is for a small shared septic
system for the Fall City business district. The 60%
design is in from the consultant, and business property
owners met with the program manager on December
13. Now is the time to share comments (e-mail
Jefwilson@kingcounty.gov), as the project will soon
be in final design, followed by permits, bids (late

spring) and breaking ground (Summer 2023). Funding
for this capital project has been granted through the
American Rescue Plan.

FALL CITY LIBRARY. Michelle Drovdahl. Michelle
introduced Mary Comstock, the new Fall City
Library Information Services manager, who will be
responsible for programs and will share information
at the February meeting. Also, the library will be
expanding its hours sometime in 2023. (See page 16
for a calendar of events for February at the Fall City
Library.)

FALL CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Rick Divers. Rick
encouraged community members to enjoy the free
Western movie, Tall in the Saddle, starring Ella
Raines (who grew up in Fall City) and John Wayne, on
January 13 on the new, big screen at the Masonic Hall.

SNOQUALMIE VALLEY HOSPITAL. Sherry Jennings. See their
website snoqualmiehospital.org for current schedules
for Covid testing, vaccines, and baby vaccines.

OTHER MEETINGS. See page 16 for information on dates
and times of community meetings and events.

WAYS TO CONNECT:

King County Dept of Local Services: asklocalservices
@kingcounty.gov, www.kingcounty.gov

Fall City Community Association: ilovefallcity @
gmail.com; www.fallcity.org (you can watch this
meeting at the website)

2023 FCCA BOARD MEMBERS.

President: Rachel Shepard

Vice President: Clair Parker

Treasurer: Laurie Hauglie

Recording Secretary: Mary Butler
Corresponding Secretary: Sarah Kieffer

NEXT FCCA MEETING: Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7:00 to 8:30
p-m. via Zoom, Facebook Live, and phone.
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Jay Bluher
|i.|'| Owner

Farmhoys% MARKET, ING
Mﬂfk@t / A | 425-222-7005 bus.

www.farmhousemarket.com

33521 SE Redmond Fall City Road
PO Box 370, Fall City, WA 98024

Y
|

BAXTER BARN |

10-4 Tue-Sat Tours/Birds

! 31929 SE 44th St
by Appointment Fall City, WA 98024
10-5 Tue-Sat Feed Sales (425) 765-7883
BAXTERBARN.ORG

BROWN &.
STERLING

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Lawrence F. Brown, Jr. | 4318 Preston-Fall City Road SE
Mailing Address:

Attorney atLaw | pp,.Boxo4o, Fall City, WA 98024

Certified Public Accountant

425.222.6374 | FAX 425.222.6373
www.brownsterling.com

— G ORD O N-—

L CONSTRUCTION ______|

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Tel (425) 222-6570

Email: info@gegordon.com

Fax (425) 222-5563
License # GORDOC*039D6

PO Box 429 Fall City, Washington 98024-0429

Kung Fu Club Fall City/Issaquah
32841 SE 47th P1 Fall City
425-392-4712

Serving the Eastside since 1993
Real Skills, For Life

@Wing Chun Kung Fu— Self Defense & Conditioning
Adult and Youth Classes M-Th, Sat

@Qi Gong and Meditation—Mon & Wed 7pm

2018 Fall City Parade Grand Marshall’s Award 1st Place

CARMICHAEL'S
TRUE VALUE

Located in Historic Downtown Snoqualmie

Would you like to buy a new home or property or sell your
present home? Contact any of our brokers anytime for
helpful, honest, professional assistance. All RiverView Realty
Brokers are long time valley residents.

Office-(425) 222-5112 www.riverviewrealtyllc.com

Gene Stevens-(425) 351-8749 Gene@riverviewrealtyllc.com
Carol Stevens-(425) 638-2615 Carol@riverviewrealtyllc.com
Kelli Bybee-(425) 444-8175 Kelli.realestate@gmail.com
Marci Sanders-(425) 736-7271 MarciS.RVR @gmail.com

Don Oster-(425) 417-2876 donoster mail.com
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FEBRUARY MAY BE YOUR BUSIEST
MONTH NOW

F ebruary could be your busiest month in the
garden. March is now truly rolled into that “go’
garden month where seeds, plants, and pruning begin.
“Unpredictable” is our weather’s best descriptor, as
increasingly emissions continue to rise and scramble
the atmosphere. The excessive waters lifted and drawn
up create the atmospheric rivers. Inexorably, the
earth’s warming brings increased heat and drought, so
plant acquisitions should still include those drought-
tolerant palettes, and the easiest ones to choose are
native plants accustomed to a wide range of weather
and temperatures. Swanson’s Nursery triumvirate of
buyers confirms the summer’s earlier start. You will
also recall that one of WSU’s lead horticulturalists,
Prof. Linda Chalker-Scott, was quoted as saying we
should start our summers a month earlier because of
the earth’s slow relentless drought.

Even regional seed catalogues, growing in
popularity, have not caught up to regenerative farm
talk and tell their seed buyers to “dig or till” their
soil in preparation for seeding. Please, catalogue
writers, be scientifically accurate about soil. Tilling
and digging the soil are not the same. You can
lightly “dig” into the underground network of hyphae
and worms and still retain well-knit soil. Tilling is
generally done by a machine whose intention is to
“break up” soil and its hyphae networks. The “number
of days to ripen” would lengthen if the seed also
lacked a solid underground network of hyphae.

Try to hold your purchased plants until the soil is
ideally warm and moist in spring (mid-Feb to March)
and fall (mid-Oct to early Nov). Every plant bought in
the summer should be stored until late October, when
roots start growing again. Roots start growing twice
yearly in late October and February—March. Wait to
put things in the ground till those dates.

Shake loose the light-weight bark from the nursery,
dunk the plant in water, and remove girdling roots.
Bareroot planting is fine if it goes into nutrient-rich
soil. Put the plant into rich mulch and water, water,
water. Plant tags say, “must plant in well-drained soil,”
and why planting on flat ground works if we create a
place for water to drain well.

If you’ve followed my column, you know how
important mycorrhizal fungi are. I purchased a 10-1b
bag and will now proceed with care. As fungal root

GARDEN CORNER
by Susan Miller

enhancers, these fungi must be mixed into below-
ground soil in the plant hole, as they’ll die if left open
to sun. Speaking of soil, why not register for the free
King Conservation District webinar, ‘“Understanding
Soil Health,” on Monday, Feb. 27, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Register at https://2023KCDUnderstandingSoilHeal
th.eventbrite.com/?aff=website.

Here is a list of gardener mistakes and solutions that
may resonate with the Fall City gardening community:

* Mistake #1. Cutting up cedar trunk slices to make
a pathway without considering what a year of rain
would do to their stability. Very slippery and slimy.
Solution: Wrap each cedar log step and anchor
firmly to the ground with commercial grade fish
netting.

* Mistake #2. Plant a row of favorite paperwhite birch
to demark the edge of lawn and start of perennial
bed and then wait too long to move trees. Solution:
Chainsaw down lovely birches and plant tag-
confirmed shorter trees with small leaves.

* Mistake #3. Build a straight front walkway from
street to front door that had no privacy, no must-
see plants, rocks, or garden art. Solution: Redesign
front walkway with large offset irregular square
and rectangular stepping pads, ensuring visual
interaction with dramatic plant in pot, boulder,
fountain, and unusual torqued stem tree.

* Mistake #4. Allow boring tight backyard property
boundaries to dominate the view. Solution: Divide
the space with a low slate sittable-level wall, with
opening for a path of stepping stones into the back
half of the yard with well-scaled small boulder,
unusual small tree, and low plants. Place pavers
from back door to wall sufficient for two chairs.

* Mistake #5. Plant vegetable garden on flat ground
with floodplain history. Solution: Plant vegetable
garden on new site on higher ground. Yup!

Pruning roses, the queen of plants. Best time? The
month of February, when you see new growth appear.
Prune canes to 2 or 3 feet, using bypass pruners,

(Continued on page 11)
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Kevin ). Hauglie, CLF

Insurance and Financial Services Agent T REE P OI N
m . 33410SERed-Fall City Rd., PO Box 5 HOUSE I
FARMERS FallCit, WA98024 Private Events Center & Overnight Retreat
AR Tel 425.222.5881

Fax 425.222.5036
khauglie@farmersagent.com

To learn more about Treehouse Point,
plan an event, or book an overnight retreat,
{ visit our website or give us a call.

b= *\www.treehousepoint.com

e 425-441-8087

Registered Representative, Farmers Financial Solutions, L - /{ Lf
e
)

Member of

ro
Presidents Council 30801 Agoura Road, Bldg. 1, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 -2054

e
Tel 818.584.0200 Member FINRA & SIPC

Pete & Judy Nelson - Proprietors

Rooted in Integrity. Blooming in Quality. ** * *
FALL CITY
LEWIS

Fall City Community Association

PRUNING SERVICES Cory Lewis Meeting
PN-9353A
Every Ist Tuesday of the month
(425) 998-3671 7:00-8:30pm
lewi ' il.
““"'Sp",’:;?fg?ﬁ’ﬁi‘,‘:'g,ﬁzﬂ www.facebook.com/FallCity WA/

( UNITED MET] ST CHURCH

Fall City Methodist Church

Sunday Worship with Pastor Carrie 11am
Livestream on our Facebook page 11am

Are you feeling isolated or lonely? FO R G OO DS AN D S E RVI C ESI
Come vl s & heck ut o st WHEN POSSIBLE, SHOP LOCAL

4326 337th Place SE, Fall City 425-222-5458 www.fallcityumc.org

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
NEED HEALTHY BUSINESSES

Senving the Snogqualnie Valley since 199/

We are here, eager to answer
your real estate related questions. 425.6308773 A

425.830.8783 K

allenm@johnlscott.com

We look forward to ik iohthesttaon
earning your business.

“ Allen and Khidtin Minnen

ﬁ_

| L™ | TEAM MINNER
Gohn L.Scoff | ReaL EsTATE @ TeamMinner.com
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DEVELOPMENT HOUSING COMES TO FALL CITY

by Nancy Moore

L ife is a little slower in our rural town of Fall City
than in large urban areas. Change comes, but it
usually comes slowly. Residents seem to like it that way.
However, a drawback of choosing to stay a “rural town”
is that there is no city government composed of elected
officials who are residents of the community and who
will protect that rural town flavor by determining

when and in what ways the town grows and changes.
Consequently, it falls to Fall City residents to be aware
of what’s happening and speak out if what is happening
appears to be detrimental to the community.

PLATS—COMPLETED AND IN PROCESS. At least one large
developer has purchased several 3+-acre lots west
of 332nd, south of Highway 202, north of 44th St,
and east of 324th. One plat development has been
completed—4.2 acres with 17 homes and a shared
septic system. Six additional plats comprised of 104
homes on roughly 24 acres are in the permitting
process. All are inside the border of an approximately
12-mile by Y2-mile piece of land. Technically, these
plats meet the 4R designation in the rural town that
is Fall City. The difference is that the houses of each
plat are crammed together (on “Fall City II”"—one of
the plats—that means 5000—-6500-ft> spaces), rather
than each house existing on its own one-quarter-acre
lot. The look is much like the way houses are spaced
on Snoqualmie Ridge or in Seattle, not Fall City. Take
a drive by the one completed plat, Arrington Court,
on the corner of Highway 202 and 324th to see the
finished product. One additional 5-acre piece fronting
on 44th Street has been purchased, but no plat plan
has been filed with the County at this time.

Questions and concerns have been raised by
community members regarding the effect this type of
building has on the community. Among the biggest:

* traffic/road congestion \

 Fall City’s water availability and quality

* aquifer retention or contamination

* the effectiveness of a shared septic system (LOSS)
given the problems with the completed plat’s LOSS
troubles, which is the plan for the plats in the
permitting pipeline

¢ the plats being reviewed individually rather than as
a cluster in a very small area

¢ the added stress on Fall City’s resources without the
developers taking responsibility to mitigate them

* the incompatibility with the rural town architecture/
spacing

SAVEFALLCITY.ORG. It is a several-step process to go
from land acquisition to a completed building project.
Decision-making happens at several layers and across
several jurisdictions. Part of the process is to allow
affected parties to speak to how a given project
impacts the already existing community around it.
However, it is quite daunting for each community
member to research and have at their fingertips all

the information about plat development and to know
in what format, addressed to whom, by what means,
and in what timeline to get their information/concerns
to the appropriate level of decision-makers. One
resource available to Fall City community members
right now is SaveFallCity.org. The website contains
maps; copies of
the documents
filed with the
County by the il w1ty _
developers, the il = g1z NG
community - : —
members, the 1
County, the

Tribe, etc.;

information 7

on each plat; Hem _
the January 19 =t
hearing; and

more.
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THERE’S MORE TO COME. The hearing examiner’s decision
on Plat 20-0003 Fall City II, due out by Feb. 5, is not
a one-and-done for Fall City plat development. There
will be hearings for each of the plats, with questions
to be asked, concerns to be expressed, and points to
be made. Stay informed through www.savefallcity.
org. The site is updated as new information becomes
available.
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FALL CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Steaming on the Snoqualmie

STEVEN J. BARKER
JACK M. RUSSELL, JR.

River often stopping at Hance Moore's warehouse for lunch while

waiting for higher water.

By 1888, a regular schedule ran from Snohomish leaving at 8:00AM and A
arriving in Fall City at 5:00PM. The boat would stay over and return the e £ ¥ 3 5
next day. It brought passengers, groceries, hay, feed, and hardware. e v

Hot off the presses comes a new book, Steamboats, chronicling
steamboat traffic in our area. Authors Steven Barker and Jack Russell
met as fifth graders in the 1960s. Their fascination with steamboats has
led to a lifetime of tracking down details of commerce on local rivers
from the mid 1800s to the early 1900s.

Starting in 1859 with the side-wheeler Ranger, boats hauled goods up
rivers and carried raw materials out. Stern-wheelers became the norm
by 1871 trailing large log booms behind them. This was especially
1important when the Hops Craze hit the Snoqualmie Valley. Farmers
across the valley read Ezra Meeker's book about raising hops, and soon
hops was the major crop. A riverboat captain George W. Gove and
partners formed the Hop Growers Association to run the Snoqualmie
Hop Ranch (present day Meadowbrook.) His steamers hauled his crop
and those of other's downstream to _
market. He recalled guiding his
boat, the Cascade, through the
many turns in the Snoqualmie

A milk boat on the Snoquale River

In addition to managing sand bars, riffles, deadheads, and low water,
there was the added drama of sabotage from rival captains and the occasional shooting. Steam engines
exploded and boats got stranded —some even caught fire and sank.

By 1908, gas powered boats became popular, but it was the 1911 arrival of the railroad that sounded the
death knell for the steamboat era. It was cheaper, faster, and more versatile to ship by rail.

The book includes maps, 100 photos, and detailed descriptions of the boats that plied the rivers. Also
included is an interesting section on bridges of the area. They've done a great job of giving reference notes
and a comprehensive bibliography. The book can be ordered from their website https://www barker-

russell.com/.
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o FALL CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 293, Fall City, WA 98024 historylives @fallcityhistorical.org www.fallcityhistorical.org

It was a Hot Time in the 0ld Town That Night!

A posse-ful of cowpokes came to inaugurate the new movie screen at the Masonic Hall in January for the
showing of Tall In the Saddle, starring John Wayne and Fall City's own Ella Raines. Historical Society
President Rick Divers, a descendent of Miss Raines, gave a brief story of her life. Rick's mother kept a
scrapbook and other memorabilia that drew interest from the crowd that came from as far away as Monroe.

As the audience settled down with popcorn, the story unfolds in classic 1944 western style. A cowboy comes
to town, finds a problem, fixes it, and in the end finds true love, in this case Ella. She plays a feisty woman
rancher who rides and shoots with the best of them. For comic relief, Gabby Hayes plays the drunken
side-kick. Most surprising is Ward Bond of Wagon Train fame, in the role of a bad guy.

It was a fun evening the Historical Society would like repeat. Let us know if you have ideas on interesting

A P T T T A A A A B T P A A A A B B A fr A A Fr T A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
The CGreat 2022-2023 Contest Drawing

4 As is our habit each year, we sponsor a drawing for a fabulous prize. This year the prize is two of our
vc Fall City mugs. The question this year was, "How did Ella Raines get her big break in Hollywood?"
7% Some of our most interesting answers were:
: GoAWA

X e X

big break “Bhe encelbent
“She 901' her o Anad- aury
i e rode through towWw like LadY when she fell on the ice s
= {ce her”
ok wotlee

el »
“&C?wpw could wot NEF “She was a good friend with “glye wisked al, Johw Waye.

Y5 Yo Yo Yo Y T X X6 Yo Yo 2o 2o X X6 26 2o

?{; Mickey Mouse.”

P Congratulations to Don Howe — winner of our drawing.

A So...what was the real answer? It seems Miss Raines was discovered by producer Howard Hawks.

R IRAS ISt EAS I SARAS L BARARISASADIGA A IA L RAR ARt RARARIEAAD I SAD IS AGAASASAD LS ADAGASAAd A

Support for our work from King County Heritage 4Culture is gratefully acknowledged. ‘él
CULTURE
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DAVID G. SPEIKERS

ATTORN

Fall City Metropolitan Park District
PO Box 1180 Fall City, WA 98024
email. info@fallcityparks.org
website: www.fallcityparks.org

LAW OFFICE OF DAYID SPEIKERS
FALL CITY
32116 S.E. RED-FALL CITY RD.
425-222.0555

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WHEN YOU NEED QUICK ADVICE WITH;
* AUTO ACCIDENT INJURIES
-l * CRIMINAL CHARGES/ DUI/ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Attend one of our regular meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month * ESTATE PLANNING
7:00pm at the Fall City King County Library (33415 42nd Place SE) 55

START YOUR NEXT CHAPTER.

Get your complimentary property estimate to find out what your home is worth.

Remodeled home with charming Lake Alice community home sold Fall City home with extra large shop

detached additional dwelling unit. in 2 days. sold in 4 days. BUYEFS are currently

looking for homes like

838 286th Ave SE 5011 Lake Alice Rd SE 29628 SE |uaqua|\—Fa|| City Rd in th
Fall City, WA 98024 Fall City, WA 98024 Fall City, WA 98024 yours in the area.

3BED | 2.5BATH 4BED | 2.5 BATH 3 BED [1.75 BATH As local experts and trusted
5,260 SQFT | 5.07 ACRE LOT 2,250 5Q FT | 2.6 ACRE LOT 2,940 SQFT | 175 ACRE LOT advisors, we can help you navigate

LIST PRICE ST PRICE SOLD PRICE the selling process so you can focus
£1.850,000 $1.300,000 $1,200,000 on what comes next.

BETH TRAVERSO CONTACT US TO HELP YOU DEFINE A CLEAR PATH FORWARD. RE/MAX
REAL ESTATE GROUP 206.931.4493 | Beth(@BethlraversoGroup.com NORTHWEST

(425)441-8488

Fall Cai ty 33358 SE Redmond - Fall City Road
* Trading Post X%

[U-I-IAU I.’]

OLD HICKORY

Barns - Garages - Cabins - Shelters

@ EZ-ACCESS —cn"ISE

Tiny Homes &

Park Models Ramps & Stairs =AMEHIGA R

RV Rentals

GENERAC
ot |

S |GENERATOR
) AUTHORIZED DEALER
Heating & Cooling Systems

Propane

F
A E L )
ha, Propane g
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GARDEN CORNER (cont’d from page 5)

cleaned/sharpened regularly, just above new outward
facing bud. Leave canes in a circle with an empty center
to create air flow. Know that old roses on own stock

are toughest, will best withstand storms. Roses grafted
on to old roots may overpower a weaker rose and send
up a strong single cane from below the graft/above

the root. Snip off immediately to stem energy drain to

brochure_2022.pdf.

Thank You, Fall City Historical Society

he Fall City Cemetery Association would like to thank the Fall City Historical Society for their
generous donation of equipment that will be used to help maintain the cemetery grounds. “What has
been a difficult and somewhat dangerous task of trimming the large bushes will now be safer and more
environmentally friendly with our new battery-powered hedge trimmer. Thanks so much for the donation!”
says Ron Johnson, who heads up maintenance at the cemetery.
Donations to the cemetery are always welcomed. For more information, see the cemetery brochure
on the Historical Society website at https.://www.fallcityhistorical.org/downloads/brochures/cemetery_

new cane. Pruning tall roses may require loppers with
longer handles to protect your arms and hands. Wait on
pruning Japanese weeping maples till start of fall. They
bleed in the winter; think maple syrup! But you can
certainly finger prune off dead wood!
Susan Miller
Master Gardener/Master Pruner

—Submitted by Ron Johnson

1
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Terri Divers Retires from Fall City Water District
by Lyn Watts

public utility is rarely in

the news or thoughts of its
customers unless something goes
wrong. Fall City Water District is
such a utility; it provides almost
a million gallons of drinking
water annually to customers who
understandably might rarely wonder
how that water arrives at their
tap. And yet if a customer calls
to report a leak, a district worker
will quickly respond, often within
minutes. And sometimes, it’s a meter-
reading district worker who realizes
something isn’t right and alerts the
homeowner to check for leaks.

You can thank Terri Divers for all

of that.

district owing $2 million, which
was a very large sum back then for
the district’s ratepayers to finance.
Repaying the debt was challenging
in part because of the district’s
operational structure. Day-to-day
work and planning were done

by a private contractor, and the
district’s commissioners needed

a clear picture of the district’s
finances. That’s when Jack Kelley,
one of the founding fathers of the
district, pushed the commissioners
to hire the district’s first employee,
a bookkeeper. Terri was asked

to apply. She was working in
Kirkland at the time, had a son just
entering kindergarten at Fall City

Terri, the district’s manager, is
retiring February 1, closing out a career that started
in 1991 when she was hired to do the district’s
books. She retires as the manager of a team of four
employees, responsible for the district’s day-to-day
operations, and as the public voice of the district.

It is not hyperbole to say she is responsible for
shepherding the district from its infancy to a modern-
day utility delivering high-quality water for household
and business use plus fire protection. She laughs when
asked about the district’s reputation she’s built. “If
you're from here, you probably don’t think about us
much. But if you’re moving in here, you’re saying to
us, ‘Wow! I can’t believe your water is less expensive,
and it tastes so good!””

When Terri was first hired, Fall City Water District
had recently taken over water delivery, investing in
expensive upgrades, including the area’s first storage
tanks, additional hydrants, many new pipelines,
and, for the first time, water meters. “Before water
meters, the district began to struggle keeping up with
supplying water needs,” she explained. “People had
leaks in their yards they were unaware of until meters
went in. Those leaks began to get fixed and suddenly
they found out we had plenty of water.”

All those necessary improvements left the new
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Elementary, and was thrilled to start
work with the district, just blocks from her home.

Over time, the commissioners expanded Terri’s role
to become district manager, the person who essentially
oversees and is responsible for all district operations,
including supervising the district’s other employees. “I
just kept taking over more and more that needed to be
done,” she explained.

She established a firm grip on district expenses,
developed a capital-improvement program to
continuously upgrade the district’s infrastructure,
initiated a plan to pay down district debt, and began
saving money to prepare for potential emergencies.
“One year it rained all summer, and our water revenue
was down 25%. We realized we had to change, we
had to have reserves equal to a year of expenses,” she
said. So, she convinced the board of commissioners
to start saving $50,000 a year. That reserve today is
$1.5 million and is available to help pay for the costs
of natural disasters, unexpected shortfalls, and urgent
projects. Plus, the district slowly paid off that $2
million in debt; today, only $62,000 remains.

The district meanwhile has slowly grown, both
organically and by assuming operation of existing
neighborhood water services. It serves 1200
connections, has seven wells, nine water reservoirs,
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the main water system downtown and in adjacent
neighborhoods, and three remote systems in outlying
neighborhoods.

Terri also initiated 7-day-a-week customer
emergency responses, which is hard to do with a small
staff. ““You call and we come,” she said. “We’re speedy
and we’re proactive.” What she doesn’t say is that
often, she’s the one who responds.

So, what about Fall City’s water supply? Other
districts and cities in the Snoqualmie Valley have
experienced water shortages and even water rationing,
but Fall City has adequate current and future water
supplies for anticipated growth, including the recent
new high-density developments approved by King
County. “We have water rights to meet our current
zoning,” Terri says. “We're still growing slowly by
comparison to what’s happening around us.”

With Terri’s departure, the district has four
employees. Bob Forslin and Chris Darnell are utility

maintenance workers who are well known to the
community for responding to water emergencies,
reading meters, and performing maintenance,
repairs, and system expansion work. Pennie Treado,
a longtime Fall City resident, joined the district

in 2022 from the staffing company Protingent

and is office manager, taking over many of Terri’s
responsibilities plus implementing new technologies
and services. Dusty Possert also joined last year after
working for the City of Snoqualmie for 24 years and
briefly with the Snoqualmie Valley School District.
He is operations manager, responsible overall for the
district’s services. He reports to the three elected
commissioners, Norm Jacobson, Eric Soderman, and
Lyn Watts.

So, what will Terri do in retirement? She will
continue to run the Fall City Holiday Market, where
locals buy and sell Christmas-themed crafts. And of
course, she’ll spend more time with her grandchildren.

Councilmember Sarah Perry
King County, District 3

e The o ; VI

&) www.kingecounty.gov/perry

(&) 206-477-1003

Stay in touch and visit
our website today!
O 4510 :
m.;.}.' sarah.perry@kingcounty.gov
n
Councilmember.Perry

il e

@CMSarahPerry

Dr. Nathaniel Swan, DG P
an experienced chiropractor &
has refuirmed o our area.

Redmond Ridge
23515 NE Novelty Hill
Redmond, WA 98053
(425) 898-8000
www.towersfc.com
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February Sno-Valley Senior Center Events

RETIREMENT BOOTCAMP ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE RAINBOW BINGO

Saturday, Feb. 4, 1:30-5:00 p.m. The SVSC invites Friday, Feb. 10, 7:00 p.m. (Doors at 6:30 p.m.)

you to learn from retirement experts who will share Celebrate the Fab Four at All You Need is Love

best practices and guidelines to help you make Rainbow Bingo, hosted by Sylvia O’Stayformore.

the most of your (or a loved one’s) next chapter. There will be 10 bingo games with prizes, buy-in

Presentations include: games to win cash and gift cards, and a cash bar!

e 2:00 p.m. Evaluating Retirement Options

e 3:00 p.m. Downsizing Your Home VALENTINE’S DAY LUNCH

* 4:00 p.m. Estate Planning Tuesday, Feb. 14, Noon. Join us for a delicious lunch,
a performance from our singing group, and door

SNO-VALLEY SENIOR CENTER BLOOD DRIVE prizes! Call 425-333-4152 at least a day in advance to

Friday, Feb. 3, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. They say reserve lunches to dine in.

that kindness is love in action. Blood donations go

to people we don’t know and will never meet, yet NEW SVSC MEMBER TEA!

it’s an act of kindness that changes the course of Tuesday, Feb. 14, at 2:00 p.m. Are you a new

that stranger’s life. The impact of your donation member to the Sno-Valley Senior Center? Did you

is measured in the remissions, recoveries, and join during COVID? Or do you just want to know

second chances they directly help create. Someone’s about the programs and services we offer? Join us for

tomorrow needs a blood donor today. Schedule at a complimentary tea and talk with current volunteers,

the link: schedule.bloodworksnw.org/donorportal/ members, and staff to have your questions answered,

grouplanding.aspx?s=972B. and learn where you’ll find new friends, fun events,

and more. (hint: it’s everywhere!)

For more info or to register for classes and events: www.snovalleysenior.org or call 425-333-4152.

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE A LIFE WITH MORE FREEDOM AND FLEXIBILITY WHILE
CREATING GENERATIONAL WEALTH THROUGH REAL ESTATE.
Track Your

FALL CITY

OVER THE LAST 3 MONTHS

S1.2M  §1.0M  $499

Just hover your

MEDIAN HOME VALUE AVERAGE SOLD PRICE  AVERAGE PRICE /SQFT. camera over
this OR code to
get started!
Hey Neighbor, Interested in learning more? Let's chat
over a coffee, tea, or something stronger. C
*

CHAMBERS

A Windermere Team

E Nic Chambers | 206.802.8120 | nic@chambersnw.com
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FALL CITY

COMMUNITY
FOOD PANTRY

NEGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

Anyone in need may receive ~
spread the word!

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS FOR
NON-PERISHABLES
Farmhouse Market
FC United Methodist Church
Hauglie Insurance Agency

DONATE
Please make checks payable to:
FCCFP c/o Fall City UMC
P.O. Box 640, Fall City, WA 98024

Gift Matching
Gift matching is available through
Boeing and Microsoft

JOIN OUR TEAMI
Please call 425-269-8098 if you are
interested in volunteering — more
hands are always welcome!

Dates
1t & 3 Wednesday of every month

Time
12 -1:30 P.M. £ 6:30 - 7:30 P.M.

Location
Fall City United Methodist Church
4326 337t Place SE
fallcityfoodpantry.org

Like us on Facebook!

NEXT FOOD PANTRY DATES
February 1 and February 15

FALL City ComMmUunNITY FOOD PANTRY

Hands Down (or Up!) the Liveliest Delivery
of the Holiday Season

FCES/Girl Scouts Drive Delivers!

Before the holidays, Girls Scout Troops 41528 and 43254 collected food with
the help of students and staff at Fall City Elementary School (FCES). The do-
nations were collected November 28 - December 9 and delivered to the Food
Pantry on December 10.

The FCES/Girl Scout drive was very successful. Over 30 boxes of items were
carried into the Food Pantry by a large, exuberant group of students and
Scouts. Also participating were 10 helpful adults and eight loyal Pantry volun-
teers!

For their drive, the students and Scouts specifically collected our most needed
foods. They were diligent in pre-marking and sorting the items perfectly be-
fore they arrived which made it possible to to transfer the donations into the
appropriate storage crates in just two hours!

We are grateful for the support, effort and fabulous work of FCES organizer
Collene Elliott and Girl Scout Leader Jennifer Mitchell especially during the
busy holiday season.

Thank you Girl Scouts and Fall City Elementary School community!

Troop 41528: Olivia, Leah, Edie, Charlotte, Lorelai, Eloise, Kira and Jasmine
(5th grade Juniors at FCES)

Troop 43254: Hazel, Lyla, Jane, Maia, Luna, Molly, Lily, Charlotte, Shea and
Addie (2nd grade Brownies at FCES)
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FEBRUARY 2023 FALL CITY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Please send calendar items to Andree Hurley at andree @seattlehometour.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month.)

f
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

7:00-8:30 p.m. Fall City Community Association Meeting.
Virtual meeting on Zoom and Facebook Live.

TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 7, 14, 21, AND 28

1:00-5:00 p.m. Mark Rowe, deputy director, Construction
and Land Use Permitting at King County (1:00-3:00 p.m.),
and John Taylor, director, Department of Local Services
(3:00-5:00 p.m.), will be available at the Fall City Library to
meet with community members. No appointment necessary.
kingcounty.gov, asklocalservices@kingcounty.gov

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13

7:00 p.m. King County Fire District 27 Board of Commissioners

Meeting. Commissioner meetings are now being conducted in
person at the fire station and accessible through online video
conference and teleconference. For more info: king27fire.com.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

FC Metropolitan Park District meeting. For meeting time and
location visit fallcityparks.org or e-mail info@fallcityparks.org.

FEBRUARY AT THE FALL CITY LEARNING GARDEN

Weather permitting, we gather at the garden on Wednesday
mornings in February from 10:00 am to noon. Join us for as
long or as short a time as you have available. February garden
activities include weeding, building more planting beds,
general cleanup, and inventorying supplies.

Late February is the perfect time to start seeds for spring
greens, peas, and other cool season flowers and vegetables.
Look for our seed-starting workshop in late February! We'll
announce the date and location on our Instagram page and
on NextDoor, or you can e-mail us to get notified directly to
your inbox: info@letusgarden.org.

The Fall City Learning Garden is a great way to learn new
vegetable gardening techniques, share your experiences
with fellow vegetable gardeners, meet new friends and
neighbors in the greater Sno-Fall area community, and help
your community—all produce is donated to local food banks!
And it’s fun! Take a break from your day, enjoy the fresh air,
sunshine, and conversation, have fun in the garden.

The Learning Garden is located behind the Masonic Hall in
the center of Fall City, at 4304 337th Place SE. Garden access is
from the alley behind the Masonic Hall.

Visit our Instagram @fallcitylearning to see photos of what
goes on at the garden. Garden tips and ideas shared on
mewe.com/join/fallcitylearninggarden. Contact us at info@
letusgarden.org.

FEBRUARY AT THE FALL CITY LIBRARY

Thursday, Feb. 2, 3:00-4:45 p.m. Tween/Teen Hang Out
and Game Play! Ages 9-17. Come to the library meeting room
to play board and video games. Hang out, relax, and enjoy
free snacks and drinks. Sponsored by Friends of the Fall City
Library.

Friday, Feb. 3 and 10, 10:15-10:45 a.m. Family Story Time
at the Fall City Library. Enjoy stories, music, movement, and
rhymes that develop your child’s early literacy skills. All ages
welcome with adult.

Tuesdays, Feb. 7, 14, 21, and 28, 1:00-5:00 p.m.

King County Dept. of Local Services staff offer support with
county building permits, pet license applications, and general
information about county services.

Tutors at Fall City Library (Study Zone). Volunteer tutors provide
homework help in the library for grades K-12. They can also
give language support for homework or translation in many
languages. Students may drop in any time during tutor hours.
Look for volunteers wearing Study Zone shirts.

Friday, Feb. 10, 3:00-4:00 p.m. Friday Fun! Valentine’s Day
Card. All supplies are provided. Ages 4 and older. Sponsored
by Friends of Fall City Library.

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2:00-3:00 p.m. Fall City Library Book
Group. Dollars and Sense, by Dan Ariely. New members always
welcome.

Friday, Feb. 17, 3:00-4:00 p.m. Early Readers Book Club
Grades K-2 with adult. Come read early reader books
together! There will also be book-inspired activities and
crafts. Sponsored by Friends of Fall City Library.

FEBRUARY MOBILE MARKET

Hopelink Mobile Market Van. Closed until further notice.
Please visit the closest Hopelink Food Market until the Mobile
Market returns. For information: Sno-Valley Market and
Service Center—Hopelink in Carnation. 425-333-4163.
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