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TOOL  
ICONS
The design of these icons is rooted in geometric  

forms and thick, rounded strokes. This iconography 

was put into the context of the Portland Workforce 

Alliance’s annual Construction Camp for high  

school students. Because of this young audience, 

bright colors and dynamic supporting elements  

were implemented into the design.
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THRIVE 
CHOCOLATE
Thrive is wholesome chocolate for the adventurer 

that likes a sweet treat. The company’s wordmark 

breaks expectations with extended letterforms and a 

non-defined baseline. The dashed lines of the pattern 

mimic a hiking trail to appeal to the target outdoorsy 

audience, and the colors of the packaging help to 

convey the setting that each snack would be enjoyed: 

orange for an energy boost, tan for during a hike,  

and blue for the relaxation after.
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PORTLAND 
BRIDGES
This booklet is for the naive tourist or curious local 

wanting to learn more about Portland’s bridges. 

Through an effective use of hierarchy, the reader can 

easily learn facts about the bridges, while seeing a 

fresh treatment of the classic bridge photography. 
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DESIGN 
CULTURE  
NOW
Through distorted letter forms and dynamic fields of 

color, this poster grabs the viewers attention from 

a far distance. However, once closer, the viewer can 

still gather all the necessary information despite the 

perceived chaos. The visual interest of the poster has 

also been carried over to the event’s ID badges and a 

takeaway tote bag.
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NEW  
YORKER  
COVER
This New Yorker cover design is based on an article 

about America’s gun addiction. The hand-drawn  

style of the forms adds a satirical tone to the very 

serious topic, as used in the writing. The illustrations 

from the cover can be seen again in the spread design  

of the original article.
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FLORAL 
CALENDAR
This wall calendar uses the birth flower, much like 

a birthstone, assigned to each month as the focal 

illustration. The detailed ink illustration is paired 

with elegant numbering and a simple sans-serif 

calendar. The intent of this calendar is to serve as 

a continuously changing art piece that also has the 

convenience of a traditional calendar.
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LORDE  
ALBUM
Lorde’s new album Melodrama explores the life of 

being single, whether it be hanging out with friends, 

meeting new lovers, or feeling completely alone. The 

album’s cover design reiterates this concept in the 

form of a house party where one might encounter all 

of the ideas expressed throughout the LP. Expressive 

lettering and continuous line illustrations convey the 

mood of the album: wild, free, and intoxicated.
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MORNING 
GRIND  
COFFEE
Morning Grind Coffee is a local coffee roaster  

that makes limited batches of their artisan brew. 

Through simple line illustrations and a distressed  

die cut vinyl application, the bottle’s vintage- 

inspired packaging and brand attracts young  

coffee enthusiasts in the neighborhood.

32 M I A  D O R S E Y  Sophomore Portfolio Project 8



33



34



35



00 WRITING

I wanted to explore the culture of coffee drinking in this 

package design. After completing a word-association 

map, I landed on the idea that coffee goes hand-in-hand 

with work and productivity. The morning cup of coffee 

wakes a person up and allows them to start their day off 

strong. The name Morning Grind has a double meaning 

that references both the process of grinding coffee 

beans, as well as the process of grinding on a project.

The logo includes old, vintage-looking features because 

I wanted the brand to exude authenticity; the classical 

logos look rough and worn as if the company has been 

around for centuries. To mimic this style and feeling, 

I used a bold script font and wrapped the supporting 

text around it in the shape of a circle. The mark’s overall 

circular shape references a badge or a seal of approval 

for the desired credible look. For embellishment on the 

wordmark, I added rays coming off of it to mimic the  

sun, reiterating that this coffee is for the morning. 

For the branding system, I chose for the flavors to be 

represented by their name and accompanying icons that 

portray their ingredients. The iconography is simple and 

clean as to not take away from the logo, while still  

being clear and legible. On the back, the icons  

can be seen again, with the name of each ingredient  

to create a cohesive identity. The back also includes  

the sun ray element from the logo, recycling information, 

and the bar code. 

The coffee is packaged in an amber glass bottle to  

give the antique look of apothecary bottles. The  

vintage style of bottle is juxtaposed with the bright, 

white vinyl to portray its modernity.

Instead of a wrap-around, paper label, the design has 

been placed on the bottles through a die-cutting process. 

This technique was chosen to show off the style of the 

bottle. This process also does not provide precise cuts  

for such a small design, so the final application looks  

rough and worn, reiterating the vintage aesthetic that  

is portrayed in the wordmark and bottle choice.
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PROCESS

MIND MAP
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NAME IDEATION
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CONCEPT 1: CLEAN + SIMPLE
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CONCEPT 2: FUN + ENERGETIC
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CHOSEN CONCEPT: VINTAGE INSPIRED
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WORDMARK SKETCHES
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REFINEMENTS
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COLOR EXPLORATIONS
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CHOSEN DIE CUT METHOD

Grind

BLACK 

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind

CREAM
&

SUGAR

Grind

CHOCO
MOCHA

Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP
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SYSTEM ITERATIONS 

Grind

BLACK 

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind

CREAM & SUGAR

Grind

CHOCOLATE MOCHA

Grind

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind Grind
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Morning Grind Coffee 
is a smooth cold brew 

that gives you the energy 
to start a busy day.

RISE + GRIND

INGREDIENTS

BREWED IN PORTLAND, OR

COLD BREW 
COFFEE

CANE SUGAR

WHOLE MILK

Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP

Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP

PLEASE RECYCLE  
ME-HI 5¢ DEP

Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP Please Recycle  ME-HI 5¢ DEP

Grind

BLACK AMERICANO 

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind

CREAM & SUGAR

Grind

CHOCOLATE MOCHA

Grind

BLACK AMERICANO 

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind

CREAM & SUGAR

Grind

CHOCOLATE MOCHA

Grind

BLACK AMERICANO 

16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL 16 FL OZ / 473.18 mL

Grind

CREAM & SUGAR

Grind

CHOCOLATE MOCHA

CAP + BACK LABEL ITERATIONS
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Above: The first print was too small for the machine to 

cut out the counters of certain letters. The second was 

too big for the net weight to fit without feeling squished, 

and I applied it crooked. The last was my final bottle.

Below: New vinyl that I purchased was not sticking to 

the transfer tape, so I had to apply some parts by hand.

Above: Too much information on the label made it too 

long to apply without wrinkling.

Below: I tested printing on vinyl instead of die cutting 

due to the limitations of the die cut machine. That did 

not feel cohesive with the front, so I opted to remove the 

nutrition facts all together, as this product would only be 

sold in the local shop and not in major grocery stores.
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DARS
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