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QUESTIONS TO GET YOU STARTED
What type of literature is this book of the Bible? Does that affect the interpretation?  

Who is the intended audience of this book? What purpose does it serve? 

What does this passage of Scripture reveal about God’s character? 

What can I learn from this Scripture passage? How does it apply today? 

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN

1. READ THE GENRE + BOOK OVERVIEW ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
2. READ THE CHAPTERS IN THE BIBLE FOR EACH SESSION 
3. READ THE CHAPTER SUMMARIES ON EVERYDAYSCRIPTURE.ORG 
4. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS + REFLECT ON THE READING  

This study encourages going at your own pace, allowing each session to be a day, a
week, or however long you need. Each session contains questions to be used for
individual reflection or small group discussion. 

This study was made to be used alongside Bible reading. Although we have created
chapter summaries, there is no substitute for reading God's Word. 

https://everydayscripture.org/1-2-corinthians
https://everydayscripture.org/1-2-corinthians
https://everydayscripture.org/new-testament-letters
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-corinthians/


BOOK OVERVIEW: 1 + 2 CORINTHIANS  

GENRE OVERVIEW: NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS 

The apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, addressing the Corinthians who had
become followers of Jesus. Paul’s collection of letters to the Corinthians show his love
for them and his desire for them to live in righteousness. After receiving a report that
the church in Corinth was facing great problems of immorality and false teaching, Paul
responded with the message of Jesus. Paul desired for the Corinthians to integrate
their newfound faith into all aspects of their lives.

The apostle Paul traveled throughout the Roman Empire and Asia Minor to preach the
gospel and plant churches. Many of the New Testament letters are addressed to
groups of people or individuals that Paul met along the way. Other disciples of Jesus,
including Peter, John, James, and Jude, also wrote letters to churches. These letters
provide a glimpse into life in the first century and serve as a reminder of Jesus’
teaching.
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The news of Jesus was spreading rapidly! Paul, Peter, and some of the other apostles
used letters to communicate with believers in churches all over the world. After seeing
the resurrected Jesus, the apostles were on a mission to share the gospel with all
people. Because Paul and the other writers experienced God’s power dramatically, they
were able to boldly declare their faith in Christ.

Although many of these letters include encouragement and praise, others offer
warning or concern. Because Christians were facing great persecution, these letters
served as a source of hope and renewal of faith along with caution against false
teachers. Because the ability to read was uncommon and writing supplies were
expensive, these letters were considered very valuable and were typically read aloud
for the community of believers to hear.

Although Paul founded the church in Corinth and stayed with them for eighteen
months, the Corinthians began to question his teaching after being visited by false
apostles. Paul defended his ministry and stood firm in the calling God had given him.
After a painful visit in Corinth, Paul wrote another letter to the Corinthians with grief and
tears. Finally, Paul received the report that many Corinthians had repented. Throughout
the letters, Paul’s love and care for the Corinthians is shown through his desire for them
to know and follow Jesus. These letters contain Paul’s teaching about generosity,
guarding your thoughts, enduring trials, and trusting God. 



Based on 1 Corinthians 1:10, what did Paul desire for the church in Corinth?

How did the Corinthians value personal preference more than unity in their
beliefs? What does this division look like in the church today? 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. How does this passage highlight God’s “upside
down” value system?

In 1 Corinthians 2, how did Paul compare worldly wisdom with God’s wisdom? 

What does 1 Corinthians 2:10-13 reveal about the power of the Holy Spirit?

 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:16. What does it mean to have the mind of Christ? 

Based on 1 Corinthians 3:11, what is the foundation of the Christian faith? 

Read 1 Corinthians 4:4-5. What makes God the ultimate righteous judge? In the
end, what will God bring into the light?

According to 1 Corinthians 4, what challenges were Jesus’ apostles facing? 
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How did Paul address the sexual sin in Corinth? How are greed and sexual sin
similar? 

In 1 Corinthians 5:6-7, Paul encouraged the church to remove the old leaven and  
become a new, unleavened “lump.” Practically, what was Paul instructing the
people of Corinth to do? 

How did Paul want believers to settle their disputes (1 Corinthians 6:1-8)? How
can this be applied today? 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:12. How did Paul differentiate between lawful and helpful? 

In 1 Corinthians 6:18, what word did Paul use when telling the Corinthians not to
sin sexually? How is this word more powerful than “avoid” or “ignore”? 

How is sexual sin set apart from other sins? What does it mean to be a temple of
the Holy Spirit? What does it mean to be bought with a price?

What advice did Paul give to married people? What advice did Paul give to
single and widowed people?

In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul gave instructions for eating food related to idols.
Although this exact situation does not occur today, how can faithful believers
avoid causing confusion for non-believers or new believers?
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How did Paul surrender his personal rights to advance his ministry? 

How did Paul steward the responsibilities given to him? What can we learn from
his humility and determination? 

In 1 Corinthians 9:22, what did Paul mean when he said, “I have become all
things to all people”? 

How did Paul recall the Exodus account in 1 Corinthians 10:1-22? What did he
want the people of Corinth to remember from this account (see Exodus 14-17)?

How does  1 Corinthians 10:31 make sense within the context of food laws? How
does it apply today?

How could Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 11 regarding head coverings relate
to the sexual immorality in Corinth?

In 1 Corinthians 11:17-22, Paul addressed issues related to communion. How did
he connect the Lord's Supper to the idea of unity within the church? 

How does the list of spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 compare to Paul’s lists in
Romans 12:6-8 and Ephesians 4:11? How do you see these gifts used today? 

Based on Paul’s description of “one body with many members,” how does God
value both unity and diversity within the church body?  
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According to 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, what did Paul value less than love? 

Consider the words that Paul used to describe love. What are the opposites of
these words? How can those opposites show you what love isn’t? 

Why is love considered greater than faith and hope? In eternity, will faith and
hope be necessary for believers?

How did Paul describe speaking in tongues? What were the believers instructed
to do if there was no interpreter present? 

What aspects of Paul’s message do you believe apply specifically to the
intended audience of Corinth? Which aspects are universal to all belivers? 

How does 1 Corinthians 15:14-17 point to the entire Christian faith hinging on the
resurrection of Jesus? How did Jesus reverse the wrongdoing of Adam? 

How does 1 Corinthians 15 describe the resurrected bodies of believers?

Based on this letter, how would you describe Paul’s relationships with the
believers in Corinth?
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How does God’s comfort equip believers to comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:3-7)?
What does it mean to share in Christ’s suffering and comfort? 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:20. What does it mean that all promises find their Yes in
Christ? 

Why do you think “Yes” is capitalized? How can we know to which promises
of God Paul is referring? 

 

In 2 Corinthians 2:1-4, Paul was grieved by his visit with the Corinthians. What
actions of the Corinthians do you think grieved Paul? 

Why did Paul describe believers as the aroma of Christ? How is it pleasing to
some and not to others (2 Corinthians 2:14-17)?

The people of Corinth asked Paul for his credentials as a messenger of the
gospel. How did Paul respond in 2 Corinthians 3:1-4? 

In 2 Corinthians 3:12-18, what is the significance of the veil (see Exodus 36 + Mark
15:37-38)?

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 references the “god of this world.” To whom is that
referring?

How does 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 offer hope for both this life and eternity?

What does God provide as a guarantee of salvation (2 Corinthians 5:5)?
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What are some common obstacles for people who are considering whether  to
follow Jesus? How can believers help remove these obstacles (2  Corinthians
6:3-4)?

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, what instruction did Paul give to believers? How does
this apply to dating or marriage relationships? 

According to 2 Corinthians 7:9, what is godly grief, and to what does it lead? 

In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, what did Paul teach about generosity and giving? How
is being a “cheerful giver” different than giving out of obligation?

 What are some practices you can implement to take every thought captive and
make it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5)?

Based on 2 Corinthians 11, what qualities of Paul made him a reputable teacher?

How can you practice endurance in your faith, even when experiencing a “thorn
in your side” (2 Corinthians 12:7)?

How did Paul conclude his letter to the Corinthians? Did he seem hopeful for
their repentance and continued faithfulness? 
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