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Context

(1 The return of the war in Gaza and continued Israeli aggression in the West
Bank are devastating the lives of Palestinians in the occupied territories. As
regional and international efforts to establish a ceasefire and plan for what
comes next, it is crucial to amplify Palestinian voices on issues that will shape
their lives for years to come.

(1 The Institute for Social and Economic Progress (ISEP) commissioned and
conducted a representative poll in the West Bank (including East Jerusalem)
between 3 - 9 May, 2025.

(1  Some findings of this research are contingent on the events that are still
unfolding and might change over the course of the war or after.



Executive summary (1/3)

3

This report is made of seven sections, together composing a comprehensive
picture of the Palestinian West Bank public’s take on the political reality of the
day as well as worries, hopes, and expectations for the future:

\

VY VYV YVYY

Section (1) feelings and perceptions during the war
Section (2) perceptions of the Palestinian Authority role

Section (3) support/ opposition for various national leaders
(

Section (5

)
)
Section (4) preferences for different systems of government
) examines attitudes towards the situation in Gaza and post war rule
)

Section (6) views on emigration and international actors

Section (7) assesses support for solutions and strategies for national liberation
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Executive summary — main findings (2/3)

3

Helplessness, anger, and hatred are the dominant emotions in the West Bank;

strong positive emotions are felt strongly by 1 in 3.

Two in five in the West Bank do not know the name of the Prime Minister, and
over 40% are completely dissatisfied with the performance of the government.

Marwan Barghouthi remains the most popular national figure in the West
Bank, and the only leader supported by the majority. Mustafa Barghouthi is

also popular among a significant minority.

The recent appointment of Hussein Al Sheikh as Vice President is unpopular,

mainly due to perceived the “undemocratic” nature of the move.
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Executive summary — main findings (3/3)

3

In an upcoming election, independents would secure just under a third of the
vote; support for Fatah has dropped to its lowest point in years.

Most West Bank Palestinians would choose secular over religious rule but
many could accept to live under either. A majority sees no contradiction
between Islam and democracy.

Despite hardships, most Palestinians prefer to remain in their homeland, but
those who would emigrate, favor either Canada, Turkey, or the US.

Around 50% have heard of France’s declaration to recognize Palestine as a
state, which may explain the improvement in her popularity.
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Sample distribution - Geographical location

Sample distribution
By governorate

Target population:
West Bank (including East
Jerusalem)

B PCBS (2022)
. Poll sample

25.3%
25.2%

Aged 15 years or older

Sample size:
West Bank - 600
respondents from 74 random
locations

Nablus
Jenin
Qalgilia
Salfit
Tubas
Jericho

a
o
~
o
3
an

Jerusalem
Ramallah
Bethlehem
Tulkarem
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Sample distribution - Gender and age

Sample distribution

By Gender
Female Male
Poll sample 50.5%
PCBS (2022) 50.8%

Sample distribution

By age
15-24
25-34
35-44
45-54

55+

29.6%
I, oo.6%
25.5%
I, 25 7%
17.1%
N 7.5
12.9%
14.8% PCBS (2022)

14.7% I poll sample
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Methodology

=> Data collection approach:

\ 4

Street-intercept surveys
within counting areas
Face-to-face interviews
36 close-ended questions

Stratified random sampling
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Psychology of war

Feelings and collective hope
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Helplessness is the leading emotion among respondents in the West
Bank, followed by anger and hatred

In the current situation,
to what extent do you
feel the following
emotions?

34.1% "
g 433% B 37.6%
Strongly feel [EEEES
22.6% 17.6% Hors 16.2%
19.0% 17.6% 16.5% 13.9% |
16.6% ] -
15.6% | -
Somewhat feel 20.7% |- » »
/ 18.3% 21.4% R S :
23.9%

18.6% AN IR

Mostly do not feel 16.3%

Do not feel at all JEEEA

Helplessness Anger Hatred  Anxiety Despair Humiliation Confusion = Hope Gratitude  Pride Fear
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As more time passed without an end to the war, hopes for a closer
end to the occupation have significantly declined

Based on recent Closer

developments, do

you think the end of oo

Occupation 1S Closer No Difference o "

or further away? )
Further

Oct-23 Dec-23 Mar-24 Jun-24 Sep-24 Jan-25 May-25
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Yet, a majority in the West Bank believes that Palestinians are aware
of their interests and have the ability to achieve national liberation

True
Are the following sentences
true or false?

35.2%

False 20.1%
The Palestinian people are The Palestinian people are
aware of their best interest capable of liberating themselves
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The role of the Palestinian Authority

Approval of government and expectations relating
to the PA’s future
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Over half (56.8%) of respondents believe that the the PA will
continue to exist in the following decade

e 54.9%

Are the following sentences
true or false?
| The PA will continue to

exist in the next 10 years False | 514% 45.1%
40.4% 36.2% : 38.6%

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+
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A significant minority (43.7%) in the West Bank and East Jerusalem -
do not know who the current prime minister is

Mohammad Mustafa 53.4%

Who is the current

Palestinian Prime Mohammad Shtayyeh ~ 6.3%
.. Rami Hamdallah [GZZM -

Minister?

Idon’'t know = 33.9%

15-24
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Two in five are dissatisfied with the performance of the current
government, and 1 in 5 rate government performance as average

Average performance

21.4%
How do you evaluate the
performance of the current Excellent performance Py
government led by
Mohamed Mustafa?

Bad performance

34.0%

I don't know
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Over 80% found the government to be ineffective at providing safety,
basic needs, and serving Palestinian interest abroad

Somewhat effective 11.1% 10.3%

How dO yOU evaluate the Mostly ineffective 16.1% o 25.9%

effectiveness of governance
in Palestine at the
following levels?

Very ineffective

The government’s ability to The government’s ability The government’s ability
provide safety and security to provide basic services to serve Palestinian
interests abroad

1@;@5% eloiall padilaase 47
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Views on the Palestinian leadership
Support and opposition for Palestinian leaders
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Just over half (56%) of respondents have heard of Hussein
Al-Sheikh’s appointment as vice president at the end of April

|
|
|
Yes WAFAZ |
64.6% :
Have you heard about the |
. . N |
appointment of Hussein No |160% .
Sheikh as Vice President? N 19:6% | [
I don’'t know . U0k 777777777777 21.5% I
Hussein Sheikh >"** 26.4% 260% b 2%
15.4% 12.0% I
|
15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ 1 Total
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Of those, a large majority (73%) is dissatisfied with the decision

Satisfied

How satisfied are you
with the decision to
appoint him?

73.0%
Dissatisfied

Galnidllg pelotall eaitllaaze ()
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



Dissatisfied respondents cite the ‘undemocratic’ nature of the
appointment as the leading cause for their disapproval

The decision is undemocratic

The person is not suitable for the position

If you are
dissatisfied, why?

He has personal interests that might affect his political decisions
His relationship with Israel and the West

Other

Galaibllg peloiall adillaase 1) 4
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



Marwan Barghouthi is the only leader supported by most (53.7%) in
the West Bank, but Mustafa Barghouthi is also popular (46.6%)

Strongly support

9 0,
12.2% Y A A A
A0 - = 8.4% ¢ 8.5% 7.1%

14.1% 12.0% e

How much do you T e hes
Somewhat support  22.0% /)
0ppose or support

these leaders in a
rongly oppose 6%
post-war referendum? oo J

42.3%
52.3% 56.2%

Mostly oppose  13.5%

28.8% 30.2% 27.3%

21.2% 19.8%
Idon’t know him  12.3% TEHES
Marwan Moustafa Khaled Khalil Bashar Mohammed Mohammad Hussein
Barghouthi Barghouthi Meshaal Al-Hayya Masri Dahlan Mustafa Sheikh
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Governance preferences
Voting preferences and nature of the polity
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One in five (20.5%) would vote for independents, and support for
Fatah is at an all time low (6.3%)

HEohs 19.5% gl 20.1%
28.9%

Independents

8.1%
15.8% 9.2%
g 13.7% 6.7%
If elections were to be N 5.0% S 25" Se— 159% Hamas
o 5.3% c The Left
. . 4.5% 8.2% 5.3%
held in the coming | .o RNNEEEEL I, ) Fatah
(ke 51)%’ Other factions

months, who would

Unsure

you vote for?

|
|
|
|
I I will not vote
|

|

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ Total
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West Bankers have a slight preference for living in a secular state
over a religious one, but a majority (59.5%) would live in either

To what extent do you
oppose or support these
options regarding the
system of government
in Palestine?

Strongly agree
Somewhat agree 42%
Mostly disagree 10.2%
e dI

I would like to live in a I would like to live in an Islamic state
secular and democratic state
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A majority (55.6%) of respondents, especially older age groups (45+),
believe that there is no contradiction between Islam and democracy

38.7%
. True RAKRS
Are the following )

sentences true or false?
| There is contradiction
between Islam and the False | 53.0% 51.8% 53.4%

55.6%

democratic system

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ 1 Total
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Self-determination
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The overwhelming majority (72.6%) would support the two state
solution in a post war referendum

How much do you oppose or

Strongly support

support the following

solutions in the post-war S

referendum? Mostly oppose

| A Palestinian state on the —
1967 borders with East Strongly appose

Jerusalem as the capital

Mar-24 Sep-24 May-25

Galnidllg peloinll eadill adzo 28
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



...and willingness to accept the solution has increased over the past

four months

In the event of serious
negotiations, would you accept a
state on the 1967 borders with
Jerusalem as the capital?

Yes

No

37.2%

40.1%

37.7%

34.3%

26.3%

Mar-24

Jun-24

Sep-24

Jan-25 May-25
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Additionally there has been an increase in support for the one state
solution

Strongly support
HOW mU'Ch dO you Oppose or Somewhat support 8.0%

support the following solutions Mostly oppose |
in the post-war referendum?

| One state where
Palestinians and Jews enjoy serongly oppose

equal rights and freedoms

Mar-24 Sep-24 May-25
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...willingness to accept the one state solution has also been steadily
increasing

In the event of serious Vs
negotiations, would you

accept living in one state
with equal rights and

No BB 70.5% 69.7%

63.0%
freedoms between 54.7%

Palestinians and Jews?

Mar-24 Jun-24 Sep-24 Jan-25 May-25

Galnisllg pelotall easitllaaze 34
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



Boycotting, divestment, and sanctions are the most popular method

to achieve positive results in the struggle for liberation

To what degree do you
believe each of the
following actions can
achieve positive results
concerning the Palestinian
struggle for liberation?

[ strongly do not believe

BDS | 11.7%  12.0%

Pressure through
international law

Armed resistance

Negotiations under
international auspices

Peaceful protest

Mostly do not believe

RV 12.2%
12.2%

18.1%

12.5%
12.5%
11.6%

13.3% 8.7%

Somewhat believe [l Strongly believe

68.5%

66.0%

62.1%

59.9%

52.3%
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The Future in the West bank and Gaza

Expectations for governance, aid, and political
transition
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One in two people (51.6%) believe that the future of the West Bank is
the governorates being autonomous under civil rule

How likely are the following scenarios when it comes to the future of the West Bank?

Strongly Disagree Mostly disagree

22.9% WB governorates autonomous under Israeli law
22.9% Annexation of the WB with no IDs
26.5% No change in the status quo
32.8% Full annexation, expulsion of Palestinians
30.2% Annexation of Area C and giving its residents Israeli ID
23.2% The situation will improve
17.5% Full annexation of the WB and giving Palestinians the Israeli ID

Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree

21.7%
o
5
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There has been an increase in respondents believing that the war
will end with the PA taking over the Gaza Strip

Bl oct-23 Sep-24
- Dec-23 Jan-25
Mar-24 - May-25

- Jun-24

In your opinion, what is the
most likely outcome of the
war in the Gaza Strip?

Expulsion Israel PA to rule Gaza Resistance wins No change I don't know
of Gazans occupys Gaza
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...and monetary aid continues to be perceived as the most effective
measure to help Gaza Palestinians

Very helpful

How effective are the following
measures when it comes to
helping people in Gaza?

8.5% Somewhat helpful

37.4% 12.7%

12.8% Mostly unhelpful

13.5%

13.9%

10.7% . 10.6%
Very unhelpful

Monetary Aid BDS Online Advocacy Confrontations Peaceful Protests
at Checkpoints
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The overwhelming majority (75.2%) believe that Hamas should
accept a ceasefire only if it is permanent

- Jun-24 Jan-25
Sep-24 -May—25

Regarding war
negotiations, should
Hamas accept a
temporary truce?

Yes No, the war has No, only with end No, only with war’s
to stop first of war and full end, full withdrawal
Israeli withdrawal and end of siege
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Two in three (68.8%) would support a unity government to rule the

Gaza Strip post war

If a transitional period is
approved in Gaza after the
end of the war, who will you
choose to govern Gaza?

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Mostly oppose

Strongly oppose

Unity Governement

Hamas

PA

Arab Forces
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Half of respondents believe that Gazans have superhuman abilities
when it comes to endurance and resilience

To what extent do you
agree with the following
statements?

Strongly Agree

16.9%

Somewhat Agree 17.9% 16.8%

Mostly disagree 17.3% PR AB{0E

Strongly Disagree

Gazans are able to endure pain Gazans have an almost superhuman Gazans possess extraordinary
and adversity far beyond what capacity for enduring sacrifices resilience and determination
ordinary humans can handle that feel beyond human limits
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...and the grand majority (64.3%) believe that Hamas should not
surrender their arms at any cost

33.3% 9.4%
Strongly Agree
To what extent do you - 26% 255
agree With the fOllOWlng Somewhat Agree 12.6% 26.4%

Statements ? Mostly disagree

Strongly Disagree 28.5%

Hamas should not surrender =~ Hamas should continue their Hamas should stop their At this point of the
their arms at any cost military operations military operations to genocidal war, Hamas
regardless of the destruction minimize harm to civilians should give up their arms

that was inflicted upon Gaza
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...and over half believe the status of Palestinians will get worse on all
fronts in the 5 coming years

16.3% SUWA73N  Improve significantl:
23.2% 19.2% - P ¢ g
9.8%

To what degree do you think mo% Improve
the status of Palestinians will ..
improve or worsen in the 5 31.6% 36.4%

years to come on the
following fronts?

Worsen significantly

Social cohesion Political solution = Economic Safety
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The majority (59.8%) believe Palestinians have consensus over the
end goal of the struggle

Strongly Agree

To what extent do you
agree with the following
statements? 23%

Mostly disagree 23.2%

Somewhat Agree 24.7%

Strongly Disagree

Most Palestinians, no matter where Palestinians from different backgrounds
they come from, agree on what the are united in their struggle.
end goal of the struggle should be
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Furthermore, the majority believes that Palestinians have agency
and can achieve their goals and end the occupation

Strongly Agree

To what extent do you
agree with the following Somewhat Agree 255
statements?

24.9%

Mostly disagree 21.7% 21.7%

Strongly Disagree

I believe that we Palestinians, as I believe that we Palestinians,
a group, can achieve our goals together, can end occupation
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Around half of respondents are willing to take personal risks for the

sake of the cause

To what extent do you
agree with the following
statements?

T

Somewhat Agree 20.8% 23.6%

23.7%

Mostly disagree 26.1%

28:1% 25.7%

Strongly Disagree
I am willing to risk I am willing to accept I am willing endure great
my own comfort and personal losses if it hardships if it meant
safety for the cause would help the cause advancing the cause
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International affairs
Views on the roles of international actors and

appetite for immigration
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The West’s role is viewed negatively, but countries with a history of
supporting the Palestinian cause are viewed more favourably

Somewhat positive

Evaluate the role of Mostly negative
the following

countries regarding

the Palestinian issue

Very negative

I don't know

9.4% G:97%] P

B 0 H:.2o. B

9.0% 2.7%" 3.1%7 26%

15.3% 11.7% 11.8% 9.0% 11.9% gk

17.1% 16.0% 12.1% 97%
""" O 83% 11.9% e
12.0% 10.3% 17.9%
32.9% 9 36.0% 47.8% 5
32.8% L 70.8%
30.1% 31.4% e 33.5% 33.8% ——
23.4% 19.7%

17.6% 5 15.1%

Spain Norway  Ireland France Belgium Holland Italy UK Germany USA
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Half (50.6%) are aware of France’s declared intention to recognise
Palestine as a state

Have you heard about

France's intention to

VGEE150.6% 49.4% NoO

recognize Palestine in
the coming months?
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A majority in the West Bank state that they would continue living in
Palestine even if given the opportunity to immigrate

I would move
permanently

Given the opportunity, would 19.6%

you like to move permanently
to another country, or would Unsure 12,5%
you prefer to continue living in

this country? I would continue

living in this country
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...but those who would immigrate view Canada most favorably

If you had the
opportunity, which of
the following countries
would you choose?

Canada
Turkey
USA

UAE
Germany
Australia
Other
Spain

UK

Jordan

24.8%
19.7%
18.7%
17.2%
15.2%
14.1%
12.6%
10.6%
7.1%

3.0%

Galnidllg peloinll eadill adzo 4 9
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



Conclusions

e

e

A majority of West Bank Palestinians expect the PA the continue to exist in the
upcoming decade but are dissatisfied with its “undemocratic” decision-making.

A significant minority (2 in 5) are unaware of who the Prime Minister is and have not
heard of Hussein Al-Sheikh’s appointment, which may be due to
under-communication between the government and the public.

In a future election, the biggest camp of voters would support independence, and
Fateh’s popularity is at an all times low.

A majority of West Bank Palestinians (68%) would not leave the country even if the had
an opportunity to emigrate; around 20% wish to emigrate and another 12% are unsure.

Half of West Bank respondent are aware of France’s intention to recognize Palestine in
the near future, which may explain improvement in her image.

Galnislg peloinlll Eadill adzo
Institute for Social and Economic Progress



Contact us:

info@insitute4progress.org
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