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How would a streetcar change the Beltline?



Today’s Beltline is a linear park …



… a clean commuting route



… an explosion of creative culture! 



But this vision is not real- there will be barricades!



Actual 30% design for Eastside Trail



The reality – limited crossings and no room!



And high speeds that divide neighborhoods  

Time and Distance needed to Safely Stop a Light-Rail Train



And from a lush park to an urban heat island

Before After



Because all the trees are removed for the Streetcar



But the Arboretum is critical in our warming city

Eastside Trail Southeast Trail



Beltline trees provide vital Eco-Services

• 50,000 tons of CO2 – lifetime carbon reduction
• 9 Million gallons of H2O evapo-transpires per year
• 9 degrees cooler than surface temperatures
• 200,000 gallons of stormwater absorbed per year
• Bike vs. car saves over 5 tons of CO2/year

https://www.epa.gov/heat-islands/heat-island-compendium and   https://www.future.green
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https://www.epa.gov/heat-islands/heat-island-compendium


We need a Beltline vision that keeps our canopy



And these vital projects are losing out

• Hollowell/North Ave. BRT (Marta stations, Beltline crossings)

• Peachtree Buckhead ART (high scoring for access to jobs)

• Northside Drive BRT (congestion commuting corridor)

• Clifton Corridor LRT (10,000 mixed-income workers)

• Station improvements & increased frequencies

… and about 60 other transit projects.



What we would like to see happen

• An honest analysis of the cost of Rail (with operating costs)

• A City-wide planning process with all options on the table

• A new plan that saves our tree canopy

• A new plan that expands micro-mobility capacity

• A new plan that considers new small transit vehicles

• A new plan that addresses true citywide transit needs today
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