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Barbara Forte lost one son to murder. another to George Forte -

everyone called

him “Tuff™ - was
Killed three years
ago Saturday

the lawlessness of the street. As fiercely as she

T ELLRlY )
mourns one, she defends the other. For three years,
she struggled alone. Now she is able to talk about

. N . din e .
what happened. Time 1s healing the hurt and giving "
\hl’l \('l'k 'nu ﬂ‘\t'ngc "‘ qa\i '

her new dreams. She wants to make a better life for ’ kills 10-year-old with gunfire © ©

0. —

her youngest sons.

‘a—b

5 o

LAURA MUELLER Saan

Constant reminder: Barbars Forte stands before a drawing died at age 10, shot o death at the kitchen table by a
of her son Tuff, the most vulnerable of her four children. He teenager seeking revange against Forte's eldest son

Haunted by one son’s death, another’s crime

By RICKI MORELL That night, she lost her most vuinerable  and prerced fis m ther's amm

Stan Writer child. Demont was older, and Mano and she watched him fall off the kKitchen chair
Barbara Forte named her second child Toby were younger, but no one needed her 0010 the Hoor

Ceorge Garheld Forte, but everyone called  Quite as mix h as Tull. He had been sickly .“"' am stung as she crawled througt

him Tufl He was 10 when bullets cracked  since his lung collapsed at birth. Later, they  Dlood loward him, then out the back doot

the kitchen window as he sat down to his  discovered he was eplieptic and mildly Somebody please help my baby she

spaghett! dinner returded. This gave him a sweetness of  cried, crow hing on all fours on the con
That was three vears ago. That was  spint Crete porch ‘

Wednesday, April 22, 1992, three days alter It was Tull who brought her the delicate Keep talking to hm she Wld her

Easter porcelain bird from the “goody box™ at  €x nusband as an ambulance 00k her

| iust remember seeing the hack of Tull's  school. It was Tulf who'd sneak a kiss then  away. “Maybe he's not dead

head ™ Barbara Forte savs. "And blood on  'eas | ROt sOme O YOur sugar

the wall over the stove e bullets hit him in the head and neck  Please soo Smf\g"\/w 10A
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+ That Wednesday
wsnont kdled Burt . w
wo bags of crack cocanm
etaliate, Buron's
avens wont after Demont
Fore
ahver 1 she dared
e'd blame him for the other's
e

wharn Fone stll v e
apartiment where Tl was kiied
1'%, When she walks ot

her car, st wales
et hokes in the door and
fen) window

first_ these bullet holes made
wer cry. Now (hey make her angry

» Detter bor
x g xea
ved i Pt
was et 1) nural Hurersiie and
wew up 1 Southeide Homes.
Ot (ud i houming comphen She
. { West
"
Sark straight bair, reckies and ane
Smpde when she smiles.
wame is ber taher's last
e a0l | MM S0
» worked a5 & rume
wde, & teacher's ude. o re
Mooday, Tuesday. W »
epair chiss at Cemra
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s (s )
he mourning begins
I
- ked 1
Melvia 1 '
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Aunt Vingrss sem o
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You killed a

0-year-old boy’

The kitchen where Tuff was killed: Barbers and her youngest son

Pt by LARA MUELLER St

here. Bullet holes in e window remind Forte of her loss, but they
50 make her determined 1O 0O better for her family

after ) pm
Fortes  apastment.
9, was waiching TV. Toby
nihe, was asleep on e
couch. Tull was pretending 10
wash Nis hands in the sek. He
eyed his mother siyly as she gave
1 his plate of spaghets. He got
ancary with dirty hands agas

Tull sat in the ses
0 the sink. On S mght
e st om the ofher sde. e sde
Chosest 10 the door

Gunshots hit the apartment
wis bocked wp toward the

ahesline. He Mipped te salety
4 with s eyes open. Need hesd at
B GO0t hen the window

Me fised ane clip. eght shors.
Then he reloaded and fired
another eight before the gun

He siepped back inte e hght
snamimed It and reloaded again

He fired seven more temes.

Two bublets hit Tult Ove bt
sarbara Fork

Svens heard her plead, “Some
dy help my baby

don't five a 1. e mutsered
fe didi) rn He st wood

- tudy ice

saddenly snapped back

He ran across the seet 1o his
went and theew the gun oo
He caught & bes 1o his
s apartment st Sowthside
Homes. Alier o while, a0 unche put

1 tus Vi) aed theey Growe e
warly monning wireets. M uacle,
& fathor (0 hem, asked, “Whiat
we bl you doin? You know who
you killed?”

1 ed Demont

You killed a 10-year
Gvons' head ¢
hest. Tears r

19 eaded gaky v wecond
nirder om Ox
He i serving Ule-plas
wothills Correctional
Maorganton. He woe
for parole before 2012

‘He was too
Tuff to die’

Barbara Fore's second baby
wat bom st Chartotie Menotial
Hospital on Sept. 27, 1981, at 628
p.m Secomds later, doctors
whisked his away

“Where's my baty™ Barbasa
Forte cried from her %o

When they wheeked het in 10 see
N for the fiet e, she falnted
o e floor of ihe eonatal inten
e Care ok

He had tubes i bis mouth and
tsediess (s his ves. Me cried, but
10 sournd came out. His Sne hrown
hair was shaved. When she came
10, she touched bum gently on his

places on b ey body not cov

vred with tige
He spunt sex weeks 1n (ntenss
care for b collapsed ng
pumped ber beeast milk, froze i
1 brought i 1o the hospital for

When he came Some, he got
Seve woeks. Tlm time

When he came home for good.
George Carfiedd Fore had & new
nickname Tell

Tecase he was 100 Tull 10

e

Barbara Forse koved al her chil
dren equally, b Tull woold al
ways be specal

He was abost 2 when he broke
his log. He ran w0 & car while
fiying & kite He was 6. in kinder
ganen at Irwia Averee Clementary
Se had b flest
ame from work
10 pick bim wp. she found him
curled In & etal postion al the
froet door

Bedose they reached B doctor,
s eyes tumed back 0 his hesd
ad be

4 days. His
n b skon blistered

o'y wrorg with

Bartars Forte asked the docion
and nurses

1 an allergic
medicioe. They

e asked

began 10 get

double-edged sword of grlef

mn fora candy apple

King of the goody box

Tl was sweet sod naughty
tender and subbom

e was 30 cager 10 get (0 school
o the moming, he'd sleep with his
Kot et his pajimas

He loved pickles and hated
sokves. If s moiher was makng
potato salad, be'd steal the hard
Doded eggs and o oot fhe back
door, Jeamatg a trall of yolk behind
e

He loved maoney. Once he
owed @ at Kindergarten wilh &
20 bl e had pinched from his
famher s parts. Sometimes, bw'd ask
people for change when the

wndy lady” drave through Fur
view Homes. They'd buy him a
snow cone and be'd suck out ol
the jusce

lecause his seizures camsed

Tull was called

capped
wd sended & special class o
Bilingmitle Blementary School

Kig B Nioja turties, 1 & was his
40 being bome & trinket. Every
waing he d being a Fruit Rolkp
fuare ot seck thme. He'd hand

ihere was mothing lelt foe bim
Owe day, Tull had 15 sezures
But he rwrely betrayed fear Once.
whes b eyes tumed back in ks
head be %old his mother, L
ANt laen them back

Mostty

|
L)

a0 he was jut starting 1o motice
Ove gl i his class would
n o the phone af 730 am
Jast 10 say hello. He'd saeak ot
and nde his bicycle across Osk
lawn Aveniae 10 visk her
He boved to butter up his tesch
em. I hoacher assistant Delbra Best
came o with new shoes or o
nags. he'd always say how pretty

they were

Ater Tull died. Best guibered
his g in 8 brown esvelope and
gave them 1o Barbara Forte. lnside
were drawings and slicken, med
e and e gasees he hated &
e

‘If I could move
into a house’

Theee weeks alier Tull Ged
rarbotse Housing Authority sew

scthities of members o
Those were the milos

She had ot two sons 1o the
around

pever be back. Demoet, ost
oo boad and barred from Fairview
Homes, would live with his father
And now, she was ibout 1o lose
hes boene

10 light the evi

14, she recues
’ st of the aparm
where Tl dhed. i was densed.
On May 22, she wiole a note
requestag a hearsg on bebalf of
my fowr sors George, who
deceased, Mano, Quantovias aed
* who was Charged with

e e bk aguace flled "Wt |
want fom (he hearing” Barbans
™ -

We look o the station as f you
were o

She also wrole: | am under ¥
rermendous amoun! of stress asd
ety Sance the death of my w
worge Fore. Who Kbee
242 i the ke
o the outide and lside wre &

otaue semioder ol

On Jaly 17, Fone sent her fieowd
plea & 5 written) i pencl on whise
loose-tead paper

Agomn |

Wity should | wrike this note?

Four son wosn Y il

Moy wan

Your son didn 1 MUt

Morws dod

Your hoort doesn | hurt

Mines do

You don't have to live with the
P of G bulle! (0 your Grm

Ber

She won't go to Southside

Acg. 4, ahor & doctor's ose

< emotonal trag
wed the hosng authority
' 1 Barbara Fe
wecal mquest 10t & triesler was
e scorpred the keys 10w
wor at Southude Homes
ryon Street. Bt when she
" v. she gol scared

Passe vee Strength naxt page
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Facing world again with new hopes
Strength

Continued from preceding page

To have a kot of money
Be

ot
To beep going lor Tul

‘It’s time

wean move on'
1 couldit go back there. i to oo

wonskd be () Impravement >
She dreams of Sunndge, a pubic Soma dup. & soems o

bousing complex on Milton Road
with rustic wood, green grass and
penvate decks. She wanss 1 ve 0
peace. in a place that i '| teesng
wah drugs and guns, a place whese
Bet youngest JONs Can gow W
-

these goals.

hurch one Saturday i
she ushered In Mano and
weanng jackets and
bow Ses. They {un their heods
together over one Bible 1 sng
Holy, Holy." They knek
together 1 pray ol the front of the
church as they listeried to the elder
sy “Becamase we woke up this

‘Always somebody

momng. I1's & §ood moening
worse off than you’ ¥ March were cith
ot bt she noticed she feh

Bartiara Forte's struggie with the
housing authority mirrored her
deeper struggle with hersell

The kchen haunted her. She'd
0, make o sandwich, nn out
and oat 1 Upstain in the bedeoos

1 couldn't fied 10 pesce msde
mywell | hopt saying, “Why & |
st the plate on thel sde of the

Mario chipped the bane |n his
elbow. and kept geitg 1 inouble
I school. He was kicked out for
theowing & glass boltle out the bua
wiekdow 4l s0ome tenchers.

She knows be's angry sbout
what happened (o Tull and, soee
fimes, be bhas 10 lot i out

Tcan't be a man," she toid him
1 can past be the best mom | can

Oe very bad day, & stranger
e Food Liva o Senset Rond

stopped 10 ask what was wiong e by 4 findy Qo Bo.
Forte looked Mo the woman's dong well They 10W Barbars
face and, nght there in the cansed - » :

Fome St be seems 10 feel o
home

Mano and Tult, 15 months sper.
wsed 10 share & room. Tull shept n
the bosom burk. Maro in the top.
Tm Ruft and be's Tull," Tulf used
10 sty when new people came
vt

mests asiske. she started cryng
They talked for about 20 menses.

“There's always somebody's st
wason that's worse off than yours
w" the womas told her

The womnan was & Jehowah's
Winess She came 10 the apan.
ment & fow times for Bible shedy

Once. she brought her “Diessing Stimmmiates e el & play el one
al™ 10 nd the Witchen of demons. job skills: Sarbara Forte began learn- Cologe in December. She creams of opening *1 wied 1 -~
The waman touched everythang — ) o ol S S N 0 tach o how 0

Central PA mm i
scue, lauces, ik, table, cablaets 0 TUr0 DOy reper at o Fivcuogs Comme:: - wa p

with the oll, She made & cross
with the oll, then swd some
prayens

the bis shoes. He dic't know how
0. | miss him every day.”

The healing power of time

Setarduy was the third anniver
sary of Tulf's deat

The family has & new kitchen
table. The old glass one, where
Tall was kiled, cracked when
Mano dropped a trozen dianer on
it And last month, Barbasa Forte
finally got nd of the clothes dryer
pocked with bullet holes.

On April 2, she gave a birthday
party Sor Toby, who tumed 4. &
halt surny, hall windy Sen
Gay = e park near her parents
howse i Hurnersville. The whobe

Barbrs Forte wasn't sure how
much st bedeved. Bt it works
ecause alver that she could sy s
e nchen long enough ¥ cook
ned

R was another year before she

xihl ke spaghettl
Tuff is back!"

A few months alter the kischen
wan blowsed, and rght aer
bars Fone (inally had the b
removed from her arm, sbe

woking oul hor back doc family gathered. children and

wio the playground, She sew & grandchidren, sieces and neph

Mse boy, lightskinned, wih big wws, and the dog, \'u.

s and & box haircut They blew up balloons and ted
Tutt s back! she called »

thess 10 the jungle gy She made
Toby a Lion King binthday cake
) red, yellow and grees
opped with tiny plastic s
maly Mer sisters leased that she

exbustond In the living oo
He's back. There go Tull These
o Tt

She waled Mmesmenzed oot S
back door, crossed the street and
roent of the ke

clapped when Toby
blew ot the candles and made &
wat
Barbara Forte laughed more
an b b since Tulf died. Theee
s ago, at & Mothers of Mer
dered Offspring meeting, she
an't understand how the
shers laughed and joked when
e Children were deadd
Now she understancs
s dme.” she suys.
sck there amymore. X

\\-«.-.AII-— iy son
i 17 | Yook lie b

The Ntk boy's name was Kelly
She doesat remember how she
ended wp s mother's howse
i the woman Tull's wh
in shook her he
ber toogue. I you
come get him,” sbe
You can have hir

Now
wanching TV, she ¢
sieg. and she 10w
mers of her mouth |ust to make suse
s troe.

hese moments Barbara Fore
thinks, “Doa't cry for me
nappy o me. | got all the biessings

i, “Hey
And she woukl call back, “Hey

Ko

Sometiow, (hese brwel encous-
ers soothed Forle's chumag
st They weren't much, but they
ninkng She was learing

Yo happler times: Bardara Forte, with Toby, 4.

Swee wooks 000, The family & healing — and
(eft) and Mario, 12, celetrate Toby's Dirthday

learning 10 lsugh together agen

I e 10 heep going
ikl agun She will always have Tull

Demont pleads guilty she should have loved Demont Mhey + with .(;,.\:v ‘. an 6o, 1t em :ml.‘v,,.t.. i bew o """:‘;"f-‘j{l:‘*‘jz
" ngh = " ioe ey wan Wt fev A finally seuing e -

As 1904 began, Barbars Forse %% KUl & Mot ey prasnded o 0" . & Vi 8 sSiow

warried thal Duimont would g0 © I " Ay LS

the best she could loft the cake, e way V\ A1 would 3 . o

-y That wisn't encuh e No-h-mmqub ol He knocks on her be

& yoor and
Tulf was ilbe

man, they were hucky
e sponson dooated

Forte faces the world

¢ 1 the children.
Keep TUAFs dreath, & b beeen in Barbiar s Day wenl well She Mama” he sy “I'm back
for Ti Forte's resolve 1 make & betier sery Thiee-year-old
ke Toby got & ticycle. For houss, he
" 1t all came chear ome day a5 she  (hought & was meant for someone
le-"‘l‘“”.l Se '"> ]”: sl slone n her spartment. She chie, and wouk e 0 u"""pm" |
7am. on Tussday ’ realized she mo boeger had & wck Bve, Barbars the story
" ‘PT‘:I‘\.: - S o care for. Would she spend  Fi
» e the rest of her Me staning & the o Mario T™e repormng A
Bet bedh M rope o 1w
County Jad, w M|h Phalograph oe game walls? ting for the ball 9 d
onnty Jad « wall fre o delevimon b
|8 serving four walked downtsies with the  3he decided no. o drop ovisior T".'”' "
DomontForte years and & jicture, put it on the kichen tabie wanbed 10 see # | was phy rape fuice ready
onths o peo- aodle. She Cally resdy enough 10 lace the . Gard |
she world wara Forle was washing Per 10-yaar-0id son, but she

on. He's warking and g

wecause she didn't want Gecaned.

she  She got .pr\--nv‘l amate e new year with
buming and went back w bed " was A e
WITINg ar i " o Joas W L o hen e heard the “_':l‘ﬂu Y needec
SPCES UL Of e houss shets & Sever) sharg p by .

e gamg out of Farvew

racks. She dn HOMEs 470 warned 10 Wi e

ppod the disk

Soon, & felt mose lke & doad

: hdlermn, S oad 008 hawe puh wwtans. As she lay crum sory
ww aboul the growing emsos "
wetwoen) Demoot and Shan Bur Once. she bece v doy ""‘;;""“
y withority, Demost's opened the oven, and Mario pet i whers. Th ~ o
schott Sl e polton Ieber st 0 o wilh her co-w he 1 $are har MOM parsonal
x e mwrories e exparences
Ratars Forle knew  sosseung - . be " ¥ et subibed " .
bt would hesoen peen iing arbars Fore fet subibec T Wt is Dased ey
- " aune |t was Tulls 190 burthd on Tne INterEWS, HO-
1t wins like & dog e was s bvorse cobor i X e By COUN BOCamants
wed of bowig kicked,” she sy, “1f o wakd M5 whes she decided (0 sgn  us - e reerviws with pokcs of
-y 0 . Shas would have e You-and U WIth & govermens jobs pro-  apend the meht in thal apartment. | L8 SO L P
" o P and beaen & S0, e phcked up Toby and told ol vend
M ey were going mway -
They Mood there i the " O Dec. |, she started ao body 3 R s s e g Mare Torms. Oar
o' And | vl o {Commm ' g % Fore has become more
B ot Yottt ad. they watched goapel lapes
nity College. Wearng & white Sans e
! you stan blaming yonu ik, she conbdy quesads oty She wanted 10 salvage 3
an bamning everybody ’ . New Your and these 1995
» Forte knows some pe o She drea Ben
gt blame her § . | own v ¢
> ‘ aciting. I'm gettig out of . .
. ood wnough moe ol 1 hing r fren do g {
)

Young
victims,
young
killers

Barbara F nrln and her famiy
e in w Homes,
-ya«ma that has a
woRnt cime rate of more
i@ twice (o City's average
of 22 8 crmes per 1,000
popuiston. Farview Homes
s pant of & band of central-
ity neightomoods rvaged
by violent crime. Here, you're
wx tmon more likely 1 be
muroered. faped, robbed o
beaten than elsewhere n
Charlatte. And in this part of
Chariotte, mora than 85% of
Mose arested for viokent
cnme in 1992 and 1990 wers
men yourger than 40 A turd
were yourger than 25

GEORGE BAETACHER Tast

Children 16 or
younger murdered
in Charlotte

00—

| ————
| e
1004 N 2

Charlotte murder
suspects, 18 or
younger

1900 I—
1007 I
1992 . 2%
1950 I 0N
1904 1

the 23 836 nmates.
W 2% are 17 or younger
B 0% are 1520 yoars
old

JE_ Crurirse Verwwrosy
. W.C. Degx o Comes

The people in
this story

F |

s Form

TuMt and Bart

Barbara Forte 30, s 8 snge
mother who has lved i
Farview Homes for nine years

Forte, whom
evoryone calied Tufl, was
Forte's 50cond chiks. Me wes
10 when Jonathan Govers
shot and klled him Apet 22
1992
Jonathan Givens, 21
ploaced Quitty to
$0c0N0-00Qree Murder and i
sarving ie-phus-15 years for
wiling Tut
Demont Forte, 19, is Fore's
oldest son. He pleaded guity
1o manslaughter and served

2 MOrthe for ling Shan
B 4‘ n the night Tull was
whed

not and kitied M

Mario Forte, 12
hird ohvild

s Forey

Quantovius Forte,
overybody calls Toby, s 4 He
s Forte's youngest sor
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