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Christie’s is sel lo hold an international online
ch arily auction ﬁﬂ' art, n"m'{q_.rn rmn‘_' jr-u.rf*ﬂt’r:}f,
contributing to the resurrection of Beirut s art and
cultural district, reports Odelia Mathews
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rr has a I:|'u|_:|:..1[ Wiy af '-.F'H.'JL:JJ'II_'. without
words. Expressions of love and pain, heaven
and carth, sunnse and sunser have all been
revealed in a single universal language made up of
|!r|:'LL=.I!|!.[J|.r|n|.|.'\ .|J!||_l LLP]!JLII':\. eI 1ES .JJ!I-:] ITiGiicilLL, ]I
goes beyond thar when people unite to elevate it for a
higher cause such as a charity auction and that is wha
auction house, Christics is hoping 1o achieve with i
upcoming charity sale taking place online in November
In an attempt b0 counter the dn‘u.\!:tlin!.; blasts which
ripped the heart of the cty apart on 4 August 2020, there
has been an owmpouring of are relief from around the world,
all donaring vo the rebuilding etforts of the ciry and Chirisrae’s
has been keen ro participare with a special auction apely
vitlsd, We Are Al Beirrir. This isnit the first time the suction
howse has hosted a charity sale, and & per previous records,
the howse raised $1.3 million respectively for the Camd
Caravan Charity Auction in 2004 and then in 2019, for Ant
for Al Balsd o aid the r.‘n'rlui:ll:l::rl.t of 2 new |‘1.|:nlq;ve;
museum in Jeddah’s historical district.
This time around, however, the auction aims o focus

\]'H."l'.iﬁl. JH}' (a1 rr|'|l||i.||:|i.|1!.1_ Berur's ar and culmeral district by
partnering with AFAC, the Arab Fund for Ares and Culoure,
“Ne intend o offer full IFansparency and the fands raised
will b warilised to buibd up prominent places like the Sursock
."l.-'lLLi-L'llI:l:l. 41:||.|. u.l.riul.llliill:l.!.; I1'|\.1.|.IIJLi::|l|.1.. l.l;.l”l:r'u':-. .alh.‘l =.I:|:r|.|i|.r-.,
with proceeds allocared accordingly,” explains Michael Jeha,
Chairman of Christie’s Middle East.

On the night of the explogion, some of the mos
prominent places that suffered imeparable damage included
the :|11:1-_|_r.|1:'!-||. c1it EJ'-llr:l-'l.‘.JJﬂ:IIl:!. Surock Museum, Marfa
Gallery, Galene Tanit, Opera Gallery and several others, all
bocared in Beiruns |!rm|:|i|:|g art centre !.I.I.rlli'll.lhili.l'll_'. the Port,
In a starement released by UNESCO), preliminary estimanes
show thar $500,000,000 are needed over the coming years
to support heritige and the creative economy; with
ATUSEmS, [::.1|h.'riﬁ and culmural institutions n:xp:n-:'-l i
experience substantial losses in revenues. The United
Mations cultural omganisation has stated that some 640
bristoric I:Lliilliup Wit ill:li!.lﬂﬂl.. JF:-]_1|I|:|:|.i:|:|:|.|11.'|.:." o) of
which are at sk of collapse.

With Chrisrie’s aiming o raise above half a million dallars
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through the upcoming charity auction, the stakes are high in
terms of offerings featuring some of the best post-war and
contemparary art on offer. The online auction wall include
not only international ant but abo jewellery and wanches,
and Chiristie's will donate 50 per cemt of the buyers” premium
which wall o toivarnds ehee Fund,

Furthermaore, the cost of the auction will abo be bome by
the auction house a5 a sign of solidanty with the communiny.
Talking about the success of such online mles, Jeha says,
“The online response has been very impressive and we've
made five years of progress in six months, Not only do we
e a |1'|:|g-|.':||:|.r4,u|,'\1 in Middle Eastern am, but we also see 3 70
per cent regional interest and a 30 per cent international
interest with UAE reprasenting the largest buying power in
the region.”

If the international community is united in s effors w
be part of a higher cause, strung together by an and arsts,
cultire and hi.'r'il::J;]_u.' = all JORRIRE 11 the mch emwotional
tapestry af a tuly global community, then this online
auction is cermain o break new reconds with parrons and
collectors eager 1o parncipate and rewrite history through
their contributions and generoity, B
Thhe We Are All Betrut charity asction by Christies will eake
IIDLJ'.:':_II[J.'J.M: 4 o 24 ."'l.'bzrm.!:ﬂ 2020 H-'."H'! mﬂ.r.-.r J'm!r.lamx e
apen from the 4 to 160 November, and online bidding to begin
_,'51-m.| 11w 24 Novenber, 2000, For detasls and to reynker,
wisit christies.com
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