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ABOUT TROG CANCER RESEARCH 
TROG Cancer Research is dedicated to improving the way radiation therapy is delivered to cancer patients with 
ongoing scientific research, clinical trials, and cutting-edge technology. TROG focuses on radiation medicine 
technology for all types of cancers that can be treated with radiation therapy which, like chemotherapy and 
surgery, is widely used for cancer treatment. In fact, one-in-two patients diagnosed with cancer could benefit from 
radiation therapy.  

TROG conducts world-class research involving an international network of >1,500 health professionals and >100 
sites globally. Our trial portfolio encompasses research into all radiation-treatable tumour sites. Research 
outcomes have led to changed clinical practice with new and improved radiation medicine techniques that can 
enhance outcomes for cancer patients. Over three decades, TROG has facilitated >115 clinical trials that 
contributed to improving outcomes and quality of life for >15,350 cancer patients globally. Over that time, the 
prognosis of cancer patients has improved from a cancer survival rate of less than 50 percent in the 1980s to 
survival rates for some cancers being as high as 90 percent.  

The TROG working parties are vital in shaping the research priorities of TROG by identifying gaps in research, 
developing new research concepts, reviewing the scientific merit of research proposals, and providing expert 
advice. Our tumour stream Working Parties are comprised of members from many craft groups and disciplines, 
with a focus on Breast; Central Nervous System (CNS); Genitourinary (GU); Head, Neck & Skin (HNS); and Lung 
cancers.  

The working parties are complimented by several committees and special interest groups, who guide the TROG 
Scientific Committee (TSC),  

 Secondary Data Analysis Committee (SDAC): Oversees the development of guidelines and procedures for 
secondary analysis of TROG clinical trials data.  

 New Technologies and Techniques Committee (NTTC): Ensures that up-to-date guidelines and procedures 
are available for implementing new and complex technologies in TROG clinical trials.  

 Independent Data and Safety Monitoring Committee (IDSMC): Monitors progress of all TROG phase III and 
late phase II clinical trials in relation to quality processes and procedures and ensures the safety of patients 
and that, wherever possible, each trial meets its primary objectives.  

 TROG Publications Committee (TPC): Provides peer review in the form of independent scientific review of 
material and timelines, helping to maintain high standards and encouraging accurate, thorough and 
credible research reporting of TROG clinical trials.  

 TROG Special Interest Groups (SIG): Composed of TROG members who have an interest in clinical trial 
research involving specific technology or techniques in radiation oncology, current groups include Particle 
Therapy SIG, MR in Radiation Therapy SIG and Interventional Oncology SIG. 

The participation of our members via these working parties, SIG's and committees brings incredible expertise, new 
ideas, partnerships and collaborations in support of advancing radiation medicine research to improve outcomes 
for those affected by cancer.  

If you would like to join a TROG committee, go to www.surveymonkey.com/r/TROG_Join_a_Committee to express 
your interest.  
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TRIALS BY CATEGORY AND SUBSPECIALTY GROUP 
Projects within TROG are spilt into 4 categories;  

 Category A:  An investigator-initiated new proposal which will be carried out under the auspices of TROG.  
 Category B:  An existing trial or new trial concept lead by an international trials organisation and where TROG would 

fulfil the role of the ANZ sponsor. The trial is carried out under the joint auspices of TROG and the group concerned.  
 Category C: A trial initiated and sponsored by other trials organisation and is for collaboration or endorsement with 

TROG. 
 Category D: An investigator-initiated project that involves data mining or secondary analysis. 

Figure 1: Trials by Category by Specialty Group 

 

Status definitions;  
 New Proposal; Review period of a proposal, prior to being accepted by the TROG Scientific Committee for 

development.  
 Development; Period between when the TSC accepts proposal for development and Start-up activities can begin.  

o Includes funding application, protocol development, development of RTQA program etc.   
 Start Up; Period when start-up activities are undertaken until activation of the study (with first site opened for 

accrual) 
o Includes applying for ethics and regulatory approvals, development of patient information sheets, study manuals & 

essential documents, site selection and contracts, RTQA credentialing activities undertaken, selection of third party 
vendors, site training etc.   

 Open; Period when there is participant activity (i.e. date first trial site is activated, the accrual period, the follow-up 
period and end of the date of last patient/last visit).     

 Closed; When all participant activity has completed until study has been closed out and archived.  
o Includes data cleaning, main/final analysis, closing out all sites, ethics and regulatory, final report and archiving.  

 Completed; When all close out activities have been completed, the trial results published, and all documents 
archived, the trial is then considered completed.   

 Data Requests; Project requests submitted to TROG for access to trial data for data mining or secondary analysis 
projects, from people outside of the original trial team.  

Table 1: Trials by Subspeciality and status 
 Breast CNS GI GU Gynae H&N Lung Lymphoma Multiple Skin 

Symptom 
Management 

TOTALS 

New Proposal 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 3 
Development 0 2 1 4 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 12 

Start Up 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Open  5 3 4 6 2 2 2 0 3 2 0 29 

Closed 7 0 2 5 0 3 3 4 1 2 1 28 
Completed  1 4 12 7 1 5 2 3 2 4 8 49 

Data Requests  0 0 2 7 0 8 6 0 2 0 0 25 
TOTAL  13 10 22 29 3 18 16 7 11 9 9 147 

*As of 31 Dec 2023 
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