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what’s the story ?

Hookers and hawkers.

Mosques and mosquitos.

Paul has had enough of Southeasl: Asua , .

He's only here ‘cos it's cheap. And he's on I:he run from pollce afl:er
leaving Australia. No, that place wasn't much better either.

The heat. The dust. The sweat.

Next stop, Southeast Asia.



Where dld | get the |dea
wepld MEERIRTES o
In 2014 | was hitch-hiking from Perth to Margaret Rlver and I had spent a
night sleeping on the side of the highway. Though generally | would hitch-
hike for adventure, when | got into Margaret River, | felt like | had always

had when hitch-hiking, like an outsider; grimy and desperate.

A couple of days later while on a bus back to Perth | had the story idea
about a hitch-hiker, perhaps a tourist, that steals from other tourists. | was
thinking about the idea in the context of going overseas because | was
heading to India and Nepal in a couple of weeks. =

Over the next few years, after | had been to a few countries in Southeast
Asia, | thought again about this character who was by now less a hitch-
hiker and more a thieving tourist. '
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1 In Asian countries you have to be on the lookout for your belonglngs more
~ from the locals | thought it interesting if the threat came from another

Havnng stayed at places llke hostels where belonglngs are out |n the open [ ‘=

o |e iPads and laptops on charge durlng the day when no one is consustently o ﬁ!

"~ Then th°“8ht hy would this character need to do that? | concluded | 7
that it could be a way to maintain a trip overseas. | wondered why @
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somebody would be in a situation where they couldn’t really afford to ?- }
travel yet still are. Then | had the idea that the character could be on the
run from police in Australia and then subsequently, overseas.
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{1 T I rf own can be confrontai:lonal‘ ough bu
,;all"p )

ttle or no ‘money would be another level of dlscom ~-4| A

e L‘.
.Etory of a friend who in his younger years had I:rave b2

hd ran out of money. On his way back, he was in Bali and Wd$
tTesperaI:ely around in the street. He was seen by an older Eu'r'o'p' |
who invited him back to his house,fpresumably for sex. My frl r“b
'me he considered playing along ahd -then rolling over the ih :

',money | 5.
' The central character of the story, Paul§ is travelling on his own. W
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hen ye ,I-,
. travel on your own there can be a sensg of isolation. You don't have thef e
buffer of travelling with friends wholafésremindersiof what your |dent;
at home. You are, as Satre said, "conden ee”" and there ca 1

ined to'l
___I.,gan anxuety" about th‘
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| thought this story could also provide

a differ__gnl: view of Asia

etc. The character, Paul, and a lot of Western peogle don't like Asia because
they think it is dirty or a lot of the other things we have to associate with
Asia. There is probabl '_Io culture shock. In Wesgern countries we llve in a

H) have
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true So, I thought it mhereq:l

a character who is travelling in Asia but doesn’t want to
be.
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Even to an Australian,

'- i'q,“l-‘fh‘\. fa

Slnce my early twentles I had'hltch hlked and drlven_many tles through

parts of the outback and it can be a scary place. lthoughli at l:he begmnlng
of the story if | had Paul eluding police around Australla,,‘the ugllness and 3.
emptiness of the outback could reflect hls desperate sl:ate of"mmd " |

ST P e 2 .
The Lonely Australlan of the Asian nght is also R ;
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e the story of lost youth
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' 'As ] grew older, | gained a deeper understanding of what youth ‘was.
thoughl: about people | had known who had unravelled with time, an
wondered why this happens. Perhaps there is some law of entrop! an
people who don t put the effort in to stop or slowit! wvel witt m-l‘ _
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\s descrlbed in the story, when he was younger

‘op mlsm because everything came to him easil
the devetnpment of bad habits, his friends h _
ed the rug from under his feet. There is no m ﬁ" on

he wonders what his ex-boxl
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IS IT BASED ON REAL PEOPLE OR EVENTS ?

The central character is mostly a fictional character. He is based on some
of my reactions to travelling alone in Asia. He is also loosely based on
some of the fighters | met when | trained at a kickboxing gym in Fitzroy,
Melbourne in the 1990's. Whilst young and promising they are in a good
way, but if the Fighting career doesn’t take off as planned, or things in
general don't work out, where do people with these fighter instincts go?
Where do they Ffit in? I've followed the careers of a fair few Australian
fighters and many of them have appeared in media headlines for the
wrong reasons.
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' CHRIS, is very much based on an Indian guy | met in Goa in 2014. I-Ie
offered interesting insights into India while he seemed to want measa i
wingman to meet Western female tourists.
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TRAI is based on a guy | met him in HCMC in 2015 who told me of his
criminal history in Australla and extradition back to Vietnam.
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AMIR is based on a local shady busmessman in Melbourne in the 1990's &=
that | had been told about. He'd made contact wuth a friend of mine in i

||r'ri'“

exactly the way descnbed in I:he sl:ory FH :
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The novella, Wake in Fright

by Kenneth Cook bears a resemblance to The Lonely Australian of the Asian
Night in how the city dweller protagonist experiences desperation and
isolation in the unsympathetic Australian outback.

This foreigner in a foreign land idea is also similarly represented in
Shantaram, by Gregory David Roberts.

In writing The Lonely Australian of the Asian Night, | also considered

aspects of the novels, Highways To A War and The Year Of Living
Dangerously, both by Christopher Koch.
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WHEN DID | WRITE |T 2

2016 / 2017
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Mostly in Melbourne, but | edﬁ%m& during a
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BOOK TRAILER

‘. ﬁ he dark side of travelling Asia - The Lonel.. :
§ THE LONELY RUSTRALTAR
OF %HE WNNNMHT
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#{{ AUTHOR CHAT TO CAMERA
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~ 'WHO IS GREGORY PAKIS ﬁ';
. 7/’";,

‘; 'He has written the short story, The Lonely Australian of the Asian Night
| horror-suspense novellas, The Regressor and He and Memoir of a Suburban

Melbourne Australia.

Method (2005) and The Joe Manifesto (2013), which have won nation
and international awards and been distributed through Accen

{ Entertainment, Label Entertainment, Vanguard Cj

Gregory's more informal video projects are the feature documentaries,
Garth Goes Hltch Hlkmg (2007) and Garth lees in a Van (201 1) which have
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'GREGORY PAKIS
info@gpak.org






https://www.facebook.com/gpakis
https://www.instagram.com/gregorypakis/
https://www.tiktok.com/@gregorypakis?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
http://www.gpak.org/
http://guerillafilmnite.com/
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/996tf17huah3rj2foiibb/ADL8zHNCmHnty0wf9VTDnrg?rlkey=v84wk8tp16pe0fzgdezuhtyrf&st=3hywhnn3&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/nhq4cwtze1onqvp376yjy/ALJTJgRmGaeq04syVOpnlSc?rlkey=4k0a268ixgwol5i2uhyk3ii1n&st=h2lu3ee5&dl=0
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Story Excerpt
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Generally, he was never the worrying type but the worry started to creep .
into his mind when he was on the run in Australia. It was there that the
shadow formed. He wanted to know what or who was over his shoulder and
the more he looked the more he worried he would see something. But he !
never did. When he was on the run, it was the First time he had travelled ...
anywhere in Australia. Out there, there were no rules; not out on the desert
road, not out under the desert night, not in what felt to him like red-neck

' towns and bars where everything was really hot, yet somehow cold. Paul
remembered the sweat pouring out of his forehead, making his sunglasses
slip down the bridge of his nose. And he'd never felt sweat come out of his
throat before. He remembered the fear in his belly and eagles circling

4 under the searing sun. It was in the outback that he had felt alone for the -
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first time. It was there that he felt his youth further away than it had ever

been. It was there that he first felt the nothingness.







