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Hibbing officials launch website ahead
of local sales tax vote in November

BY JESSE WHITE
MESABI TRIBUNE

HIBBING—City officials in Hibbing are
hoping a new website dedicated to shar-
inginformation about alocal sales tax ref-
erendum voters will see on their ballots
come Nov. 5 will lead to successful passage
and, in turn, awayto help finance anew
regional safety center they hope to build.

According to Hibbing Marketing &
Communications Director Kelly Grin-
steinner, the city worked with Rapp Strat-
egies, Inc. (RSI) to develop YourSafetyOur-
Priority.org, which went online March 25.

referendum. We developed the website to
be adedicated resource to house informa-
tion about the referendum and build pub-
licawareness and understanding of the
proposed plan;’ Grinsteinner said by email
last week. “Our goal is to provide voters
with the facts and address their questions
and concerns so when they see the single
question on the Nov. 5th ballot, they can
vote with confidence in their decision.”
The city council approved a contract
with RSIin October 2023 for $32,000. The
firm is providing professional commu-
nications services to the city, assisting in
messaging for thelocal sales tax referen-

local option sales tax, if approved, would
beahalfapercentincrease and the money
raised would go toward construction
costs for a proposed $29.6 million Hibbing
Regional Safety Center to house the city’s
police, fire and medical emergency ser-
vices.

In May 2023, the city—which had
sought halfthe project cost via state dol-
lars—was awarded $10 million as part of
the $2.6 billion infrastructure bill passed
inthefinal hours of the 2023 legislative
session.

According to information on the web-
site, alocal half-percent sales tax would

the average cost for Hibbing residents
would be approximately $31.06 annually
or $2.59 monthly per person.

The cityis alsolooking at potential
grants which, if secured, would lower the
overall cost to taxpayers.

Grinsteinner told the Mesabi Tribune
last week that the safety center project has
been in the works for over three years.

She said alocal sales tax spreads the
cost of the project amongresidents and
non-residents who purchase goods and
services in Hibbing and are served by the
city’s public safety departments.

“About half (50.1%) of the $19.6 million

“The city is committed to transparently
sharing information about the November

dum.
First discussed in January 2023, the

help finance up to $19.6 million over 20
years or until the projectis paid for and

SeeTAX | PAGEA12

TRUCK FIRE

BY LEE BLOOMQUIST
FOR MESABI TRIBUNE

Taconite produc-
tion taxes paid by Iron
Range mining compa-
nies have been utilized in

Eveleth and Fayal firefighters block the entrance into Eveleth at Park Avenue to take care of a truck fire just off the highway. A
truck hauling shredded paper that apparently caught fire was stopped as the paper was removed by fire fighters and city of

Eveleth public works officials.

many ways over the years
tobenefit northeastern
Minnesota communities
andresidents.

The taconite produc-
tion tax could again pave
the way for another ini-
tiative—anincreasein
the Taconite Homestead

MARK SAUER

Dance the night away
at Gilbert’s adult prom

BY LINDA TYSSEN
MESABITRIBUNE

GILBERT—A prome-
nade, commonly called
aprom, is adance party
for high school students,
in semi-formal black tie
orinformal suit for boys,
and evening gowns for
girls. Wikipedia, the online
encyclopedia, also offers
the adult prom, “asocial
event thatis almost per-
fectly similar to ahigh
school promin terms of
themes and attire, except
that some adult proms also
serve alcoholic beverages
andrequire those attend-
ingtobeatleast 21 years
ofage’”

Dancers and listen-
ersareinvited to the sec-
ond annual adult prom

sponsored by the Gilbert
3rd of July committee at
the Gilbert VFW annex

8 p.m. to midnight Satur-
day, April 13. Music by DJ
EZC, the Advanced Audio
Music Machine, with Jer-
emy Cap will be featured.

Tickets are $25 per per-
son and will be available
atthe door. Light refresh-
ments and snacks are pro-
vided. People must be 21
and older to attend. Cash
bar available. The prom is
afundraiser for the parade
and fireworks.

Wikipedia informa-
tion says, “A form of adult
promis the ‘second chance
prom, a gathering of peo-
ple who either did not
go to prom, wanted to

See PROM | PAGEA12

Credit tohomeowners
and farmers within the
Taconite Relief Area.

Asproposed byRep.
Dave Lislegard, DFL-Au-
roraand Sen. Grant Haus-
child, DFL-Hermantown,
eligible homeowners and
farmers within the Tac-
onite Relief Area would
beginning in 2025 receive
anincrease of $200 per
year in the Taconite
Homestead Credit por-
tion of their property tax
statements.

Lislegard says there’s
currently enough money
in the Taconite Property
Tax Relief Fund to pay for
theincrease.

“We have confirmed
with the Minnesota
House of Representa-
tives non-partisan Fis-
cal Analysts and House
Counsel after their con-
sultation with the Min-

|

Pictured at the 2023 prom sponsored the Gilbert 3rd of July
parade committee are members, from left, Monique Sandquist,
April Slavich, Mike Bradach, Linda Currie and Kim Bradach.

SUBMITTED/ | nesota Department of

Revenue that thereis
adequate fundsin the

Homestead property
tax relief proposal
draws questions

Iron Range Democrats, Republicans
differ on DFL legislative proposal

Taconite Property Tax
ReliefFund in FY 2025,
2026 and 2027 to increase
the Taconite Residential
Credit to $515, Lislegard
said in a text message. “In
fact, projectionsindicate
the fund will have a posi-
tive balance of $2 million
inFY 2027 even after this
increase in benefits to the
homeowners on the Iron
Range. We were prepared,
in case of a shortfall, to
placeup to 10 cents per
taxable ton in the fund.
However, thatis nolonger
needed”

Republicanlawmak-
erson the Iron Range say
taxreliefis needed on the
Iron Range and through-
out Minnesota.

Buttheyre concerned
that Taconite Property
Tax Relief Fund won't
have enough moneyto
pay for the proposed
increasein Taconite
Homestead Credit.

“We know that folks on
the Iron Range and across
the state need taxrelief;’
Sen.Rob Farnsworth,
R-Hibbing, Sen. Justin
Eichorn, R-Grand Rap-
ids, Rep. Roger Skraba,
R-Ely, Rep. Spencer Igo,
R-Wabana Township, and
Rep.Ben Davis, R-Merri-
field, said in ajoint state-
ment. “We all see our
property taxes skyrock-
eting, whichleavesless
in our family budgets for

See RELIEF | PAGE A12

INDEX

Classified........ B8-B10
Weather................. A2
COmMIiCS..uuererereerenenens B6

Sports.....une. B1-B4
Obituaries.... A10-A11

Opinion ....eeenee B5

First ones convicted A6

Michigan school shooter’s parents
sentenced to atleast 10 years in prison

INSIDE

Pressure is on

A9

Austin tells Congress Israel is taking
steps toboost aid to Gaza as lawmak-
ers question US support

09556ll89001 7
(USPS/340-240)

WACKER
NEUSON
all it~ fakes!

11461 Spudville Road - Hibbing, MN 55746 - landlrentalinc.com

§
RENTALS |
] 2

e

= I N

Stop in and visit
with our experts!

IT'ERI1OR

8401 Enterprise Drive N
Virginia/Mt. Iron ® 741-6690
www.floortoceilingvirginia.com
M-F 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

SHOWROOM



TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 10 10 10 10




MESABITRIBUNE | www.mesabitribune.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10,2024 | A3

Landfill redevelopment
project wins brownfield award

HIBBING—Thenew
Eye Clinic North isnow an
award-winninglocation.

Eye Clinic North was one
of 10nominees in Minne-
sota Brownfields annual
ReScape awards. Onbehalf
ofthe project, Mayor Peter
Hyduke and Commu-
nity Development Direc-
tor Besty Olivantiattended
the annual ReScape Gala
on Thursday in Minne-
apolis and brought home
the award for Community
Impactin the small busi-
ness division.

“We are honored for
our project toreceive this
award that recognizes the
multi-agency collabora-
tion that enabled the eco-
nomic development of our
eye clinic; said Drs. Matt
and Hannah Sipola, own-
ers of the thriving optome-
trypractice.

“This project would have
never happened without
the support, hard work and
funding from many enti-
ties. We are grateful our
businessis supported by
our City and our State”

Eye Clinic North moved
from the 2000 block of First
Ave.toitsnewclinicat 1311
E.34th St.on Aug. 25. Sit-
tingonal.4-acrelot, the
4,000 square foot clinic fea-
tures 7 exam rooms, sup-
portspaces and alarge opti-
cal suite supporting two
existingoptometrists and
providing space for future
doctors.

Award nominees were
chosenbecause they
demonstrate innovation,
collaboration and exem-
plaryresultsinrevitaliz-
ing formerly contaminated
land, according to Min-
nesota Brownfields. This
workboosts the economy,
improves the environment
and revitalizes communi-
ties. The Eye Clinic North
project was nominated
byBraun Intertec and Ted
Hubbes.

“This project was ahuge
success for the owners and
the City of Hibbing; said

MINNESOTA

BROWNFIELDS

EDUCATION. RESEARCH. PARTNERSHIPS.

SUBMITTED

City of Hibbing Community Development Director Betsy Olivanti and Mayor Pete Hyduke, both
in center, pause for a photo after accepting the award for Community Impact in the small busi-
ness division on behalf of the Eye Clinic North project during Minnesota Brownfields’ annual
ReScape awards Thursday in Minneapolis.

Hyduke while accepting the
award. “We are grateful to
receive this recognition”

Theprojectsitehad been
abandoned, underutilized
for manyyears after being
used as acitydumpinthe
1940s through the 1960s.
After that, the site had been
used asapaved parkinglot
for surrounding businesses.

The past use of the site
asacity dump leftbehind
buried waste materials
and contaminated soilin
anunlined and unpermit-
tedlandfill. Contaminants
found on-site were diesel
range organics, PAHs,lead
and arsenic.

Methane exposure
posedarisk tobuilding
occupants. Approximately
4,500 cubic yards of mate-
rial consisting oflandfill
wastes mixed with contam-
inated soils were disposed
of off-site.

Construction ofthe
newbuilding required the
design and construction of

asoil vapor mitigation sys-
tem as well as post-con-
struction diagnostic testing
and sampling.

“Thesite contained
very poor soils and, thus,
required extensive soil cor-
rection, remediation and
vapor mitigation which
was quite costly for a pri-
vate project to bear; said
Olivanti. ‘MIN DEED, the
Department of Iron Range
Resources and Rehabil-
itation, and the Hibbing
Economic Development
Authority (HEDA) all con-
tributed to this project, to
assist the project with clean
up’
Additional project part-
nersincluded Braun Inter-
tec, the Northland Foun-
dation, ECN Holding/
Eye Clinic North, Frand-
sen Bank, Arrowhead Eco-
nomic Opportunity Agency
(AEOA), Widseth (formerly
known as Architectural
Resources), Hawk Con-
struction, DEED, MPCA

and State Rep. Julie Sandst-
ede. The total project cost
was $3.2 million.

“Projectslike thisdon't
happenunless aperson
leads a coordinated effort to
bringit all together, added
Hyduke. “Thank you to
Betsyaswell”

Minnesota Brownfields
isanon-profit organization
that promotes the efficient
cleanup and reuse of con-
taminatedland asameans
of generating economic
growth and strengthening
communities.

Eye Clinic North plays
animportantrolein facil-
itatingthe medical needs
ofthe community. Region-
ally,accessto eye careis
becominglimited, with five
eyedoctorsleavingthe area
inrecentyears. Eye Clinic
Northisthe only 5-day-a-
week eye clinicin Hibbing
and most days of the week
the only clinic that accepts
eye urgencies and emergen-
cies.

31st Annual
Fishing Raflle
fundraiser coming

HIBBING—The Hib-
bing-Chisholm Breakfast
Rotary Club will be host-
ingits 31st annual Fish-
ing Raffle Fundraiser
on Thursday, May 2nd,
2024, at the Nation Guard
Armoryin Hibbing, This
year, the $10 entry ticket
(foradults) and $5 (for
children 12 and under)
will provide arigatoni and
meatball dinner, salad,
bread, and dessert, plus
enter each ticketholderin
the Door Prize Drawings.
Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m.,
and theraffles begin at
6:00 p.m.

The Door Prizes
include a $700 week-
end at Nelson Resort on
Crane Lake (two nights
and three days), an adult
fishing package, a $250
Mike Lesch custom-made
rod, and cash prizes of
$300, $200, and $100. The

children’s door prizes will
include a $150 fishing
package and a $150 Mike
Lesch custom-maderod.
All children will receive a
giftbag of prizes. Youdo
nothave tobe present to
win the Door Prizes.

There will be basket
raffles, fishing, summer
sports equipment, and
meatraffles.

You can pick up your
tickets from any Hib-
bing-Chisholm Break-
fast Club Rotarian, at the
door on May 2nd, or by
calling 218-929-9280. Pro-
ceeds from the Fish Raf-
fle fundraiser will be used
to send a student from our
schools to RYLA (Rotary
Youth Leadership Award)
camp this summer and
support more than a
dozenyouth and commu-
nity organizations.

AARP smart
driver offering
refresher course

VIRGINIA—AARP
Smart Driver will be offer-
inga4hourrefresher
course for those who want
to renew their certificate.
Minnesotans age 55 and
over are entitled to a dis-
count on their automobile
insuranceiftheyattend
this course. Thereisno
test. The courseis based
on dealing with changes
that affect our driv-
ing. This would include
changes in ourselves, our
medications, vehicles,
roadways and laws. The
next Smart Driving course

will be held on April 22,
2024 at Gethsemane
Lutheran Church 901 4th
StS. Virginiain the fel-
lowship hall. The course
will start at 9:00 AM. This
isbeing taughtbyretired
Chief of Police Dana Wal-
dron. The cost is $20.00
for AARP members and
$25.00 for non-members.
Toregister for the class
call 2187807446 or send
an email to dana.w319@
gmail.com and please
provideyouname and
phone number.

Send your region news to
edit@mesabitribune.com
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local sales tax collected
for the public safety center
would be paid by non-res-
idents accordingto the
University of Minnesota. If
the projects were funded
through a property tax
increase, the costburden
would fall solely on home-
owners, renters and com-
mercial property own-
ersin Hibbing Grinstein-
ner said. “If the sales tax
isapproved by voters this
November, Hibbing resi-
dents would be responsible
forless than one-third of
the total project cost when
factoringin the state bond-
ing funds and non-resident
contributions”

Sincelaunching the
website last week, the
number one question
asked hasbeen where the
proposed regional pub-
lic safety center will be
located.

Thathasn’t been deter-
mined yet, Grinsteinner

includeidentifyingaloca-
tion and proceeding with
apreliminary design, she
said, adding that updates
on the project willbe
posted on the website as it
progresses.

When the website was
launched on March 25
there was a high volume
ofviews and the number
has fluctuated since, Grin-
steinner said.

“Ithas more than 2,000
pageviews and upwards
of 750 unique visitors. The
average time spent on each
pageis 80 seconds. The
top source for visits cur-
rentlyis Facebook, as many
people are following the
links in our social media
posts. We anticipate traf-
fictoincrease as we con-
tinue to post updates the
project and share informa-
tion throughout the com-
munity; she said. “One of
the features of the website
we truly like is the Connect
page, where people can
send us adirect email mes-
sage with their questions,
feedback or concerns. This

toreach everyvoter they
canheadinginto Novem-
ber, Grinsteinner said, and
in addition to the website,
theywill also be utilizing
social media, city commu-
nication channels, having
meetings with community
groups, attending events
and more to help get the
information about the ref-
erendum out to the public.
“We want to hear their
questions, feedback and
concerns, as thisis their
regional public safety cen-
ter and the future of their
public safety services. We
look forward to hosting
open houses and informa-
tional meetings, sharing
videos, presenting to vari-
ous civic groups and orga-
nizations, and more;” Grin-
steinner said. “We will also
beinviting the public to
visit the Hibbing Fire Hall
at some point to see the
deteriorating state of the
facility first-hand. We are
open to otherideas as well,
sowe encourage the pub-
lictoreach out through the
connect form on YourSafe-

said, but the cityhasacon- willallowustohavemore  tyOurPriority.org”

struction manager and the conversations with the She added that the site

council voted last weekto ~ Publicand tailor theinfor-  willupdated withnew

request proposals for an mation on thewebsitethat information andresources

architect. is more importanttovot-  fromnowthrough Elec-

Once an architectis ers. . _ tion Day.

chosen, next steps would City officials aretrying

P R O M More information from  O’Brien’ that she threwa
Wikipedia: “The origin prom party for herselfand

From Page A1 ofadult promis unclear, afew friends who never got
thoughtwo eventswhich  togotoprom. The Class of
occurred in the 1990s are 1956 from Tenafly, New Jer-

relive prom, or whose
high school prom did not
work out the way theyhad
hoped”

likely to have inspired the

concept. Drew Barrymore
statedin a 1990s interview
on Late Night with Conan

sey, whose prom was can-
celed at the time, held their
own prom for their 35-year
reunionin 1991’

MARK SAUER
Eveleth and Fayal firefighters block the entrance into Eveleth at Park Avenue to take care of a
truck fire just off the highway. A truck hauling shredded paper that apparently caught fire was
stopped as the paper was removed by fire fighters and city of Eveleth public works officials.

Two tribal nations sue social media
companies over Native youth suicides

BY GRAHAM LEE BREWER,
HALELUYA HADERO AND
SHAWN CHEN

Associated Press

Two tribal nations are
accusingsocial media
companies of contributing
to the disproportionately
high rates of suicide among
Native American youth.

Their lawsuit filed Tues-
dayin Los Angeles county
court names Facebook
and Instagram’s parent
company Meta Platforms;
Snapchat’s Snap Inc.; Tik-
Tok parent company
ByteDance; and Alphabet,
which owns YouTube and
Google, as defendants.

Virtuallyall U.S. teenag-
ersuse social media, and
roughly one in six describe
their use as “almost con-
stant,” according to the
Pew Research Center.

But Native youth are
particularly vulnerable to
these companies’ addic-
tive “profit-driven design
choices,” given historic
teen suiciderates and
mental health issues across
Indian Country, chairper-
son LonnaJackson-Street
of the Spirit Lake Tribe
inNorth Dakotasaidin a
pressrelease.

“Enough is enough.
Endless scrolling is rewir-
ing our teenagers’ brains,’
added Gena Kakkak, chair-
woman of the Menominee
Indian Tribe of Wisconsin.
“We are demanding these
social media corpora-
tions take responsibility for

intentionally creating dan-
gerous features that ramp
up the compulsive use of
social media by the youth
onour Reservation.

SOCIAL MEDIA
COMPANIES ACCUSED
OF ‘DELIBERATE
MISCONDUCT’

Theirlawsuit describes
“asophisticated and inten-
tional effort that has
caused a continuing, sub-
stantial, and longterm bur-
den tothe Tribe and its
members; leaving scarce
resources for education,
cultural preservation and
other social programs.

A growing number of
similar lawsuits are being
pursued by USschool dis-
tricts, states, cities and
other entities, claim-
ing that TikTok, Snap-
chat, Instagram and You-
Tube exploit children and
adolescents with features
that keep them constantly
scrolling and checking
their accounts.

New York City, its
schools and public hospi-
tal system accuse the plat-
forms of fueling a child-
hood mental health cri-
sis that’s disruptinglearn-
ingand draining resources.
Schoolboards in Ontario,
Canada, claim teachers are
struggling because plat-
forms designed for com-
pulsive use “have rewired
the way children think,
behave, andlearn”

The Associated Press

reached out to the com-
panies for comment. Goo-
glesaid “the allegationsin
these complaints are sim-
plynottrue”

“Providing young peo-
ple with a safer, health-
ier experience has always
been core to our work;’
Google spokesperson José
Castafieda said in a state-
ment. “In collaboration
with youth, mental health
and parenting experts, we
built services and policies
to provide young people
with age-appropriate expe-
riences, and parents with
robust controls”

Snap Inc. said it pro-
vides an alternative toa
feed of online content. “We
will always have more work
to do, and will continue to
work to make Snapchata
platform that helps close
friends feel connected,
happy and prepared as
they face the many chal-
lenges ofadolescence;’ the
company’s statement said.

NATIVE CHILDREN ARE
UNIQUELY STRESSED
ouT

Native Americans expe-
rience higher rates of sui-
cide than any otherracial
demographicin the U.S.,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, jumping nearly
20% from 2015 to 2020
compared with aless-than
1% increase amongthe
overall U.S. population.

RELIEF

From Page A1

things like food and gas.
Lastyear, Democrats had
a$19billion opportunity
to providereal tax relief,
Instead they spent it and
raised taxes an additional
$10billion. While well
intentioned, this bill was
drafted with some prob-
lems. The property tax
relieffund doesn’t have
the funds to cover this
proposalinits current
form, and would require a
shift to funding from the
Douglas].Johnson Fund
asastopgapifthe math
doesn’tadd up, whichiit
doesn’t. A more deliberate
approach thatincluded
the entire Iron Range del-
egation would have been
more productive in avoid-
ingthese problems.

Iron Range area Repub-
licans said theylast year
sought taxreliefin a num-
ber of areas, but were
overruled by Democratic
Farmer-Labor majorities.

“Last year, we voted for
more than $12billionin
tax cuts to seniors’ social
security, property taxes,
parents, income taxes for
the lowest-wage earners
and significant one-time
rebates because people
need realrelief, not elec-
tion year gimmicks,” they
said. “Thereis away to
provide property tax relief,
butit needs more serious
and bipartisan work”

Aportion of the Taco-
nite Production Tax paid
eachyear by Iron Range
mining companies goes
into the Taconite Property
TaxReliefFund.

Eachyear, depend-
ingon thelevel ofiron ore
pellet production, the
amount varies that goes
into the fund.

Increasing the credit
by $200 per homeowner
would cost the Taconite
Property Tax Relief Fund
an additional $3.25 million
infiscal year 2025, accord-
ingtolegislative analysts.

After 2025, the increase
would cost about $7
million more per year,

according to analysts.

After 2027, the Taco-
nite Property Tax Relief
Fund would stillhave a
surplus of $2 million, Lis-
legard said.

For calendar year 2024,
42.6 cents per ton from the
$3.25.9 per ton production
tax goesinto the fund.

The fundinrecent
years has paid out almost
asmuch aswhathasbeen
deposited into the fund.

Asan example,in 2022,
$11.9 million was depos-
ited into the fund and
$11.2 million was paid out,
according to the Minne-
sotaDepartment of Rev-
enue.

In 2021, $13.1 million
wentinto the fund and
$11.2 million was paid out.

The Taconite Property
Tax ReliefFund as of Dec.
31,2022, had abalance
ofjust over $9.3 million,
accordingto the Minne-
sotaDepartment of Rev-
enue.

Hauschild said he
and Lislegard planned to
request a transfer of an
additional 10 cents per
toninto the property tax
fund, ifneeded, to cover
theincreased homestead
property taxrelief cost.

The 10 cents would
have come from Iron
Range Resources and
Rehabilitation funds that
also receive money from
the production tax.

An escalator which
automatically raises the
Taconite Production Tax
each year unless frozen by
thelegislature, could also
beusedifneeded to help
cover theincreased home-
stead property tax relief
funding, Hauschild said.

Inthe eventthe
increased property tax
reliefcan'tbe covered by
the Taconite Property Tax
ReliefFund, the Douglas
J.Johnson Economic Pro-
tection Trust (DJJ) Fund
acts as abackstop.

The DJJ fund, which
currently has abalance of
about $211.6 million, also
receives a portion of the
production tax each year.

The D]JJ fund is over-
seen by the Minnesota
Department of Iron Range

Resources and Rehabili-
tation.

The DJJ fund is
designed to support major
economic development
projects.

In past years, surpluses
in the Taconite Property
TaxRelief Fund have been
tapped for other uses.

In2003,2010,2013, and
2015, the Taconite Prop-
erty Tax ReliefFund was
utilized by the Iron Range
Resources and Reha-
bilitation Board to help
fund public works proj-
ects along with economic
development projects
within the agency’s 13,000
square-mile service area.

Taconite production
taxes have also been uti-
lized for other initiatives
such as supporting con-
struction of new schools.

Lislegard’s and Haus-
child’shomestead prop-
erty tax relieflegislation
stillneeds to be approved
by the full legislature.

“We are pleased that
the people of the Iron
Range can directly receive
increased benefits from
taconite taxes by reduc-
ing their property taxes
over thelong-termifour
proposal passes theleg-
islature,’ Lislegard said.
“The people deserveitasit
hasnotbeenraised since
19987

In 2024, about $122.6
million in taconite pro-
duction taxes paid by Iron
Range mining compa-
nies will be distributed to
cities, townships, coun-
ties, school districts, Iron
Range Resources and
Rehabilitation, for prop-
ertytaxreliefand into
otheraccounts foruse
within the Taconite Relief
Area of northeastern Min-
nesota, according to the
Minnesota Department of
Revenue.

Hauschild said increas-
ing property tax aid to
homeowners and farmers
isaworthwhileidea.

“They deserveit,it'sa
pretty coolidea,” Haus-
child said. “Ithasn’t been
increased for decades
despite property valua-
tions, inflation, etc”

Hauschild proposes new replacement aid
program for greater Minnesota school districts

ST.PAUL—Sena-
tor Grant Hauschild
(DFL-Hermantown) pre-
sentedlegislationin the
Senate Education Finance
Committee Tuesday to
provide greater property
tax fairness and relief for
residents in school dis-
tricts with heavy concen-
trations of seasonal or rec-
reational property.

“Too many school dis-
tricts across our state are
struggling to cover basic
costs and fund basic ser-
vices because lower-in-
come residents are asked
to pay for school oper-
atinglevies while mil-
lion-dollar cabins are not,”
said Senator Hauschild.
“This bill proposes a better
way forward, by creating

anew seasonal and rec-
reation tax base replace-
ment aid program, reduc-
ingthe burden facinglocal
residents as they con-
siderlocal operatinglev-
iesbyas much as 50%. This
can make areal difference
for students and schools
across Minnesota.”
Senator Hauschild’s
proposal, S.F.4995, creates
anew seasonal tax base
replacement aid program
for school districts where
seasonal recreational
properties (cabins) make
up alarge percentage of
the property tax base but
do not payschoollevies.
The bill would offset vot-
er-approved operating ref-
erendum levies in districts
with seasonal recreational

properties and reduce tax
rates by as much as 50% in
school districts withlarge
amounts of seasonal rec-
reational properties.

The hearingon S.E.
4995 included testi-
mony from Lake Supe-
rior School District Super-
intendent Jay Belcastro,
St. Louis County Schools
Finance Director Kim
Johnson, Industrial Tech-
nology teacher from Lake
Superior Public Schools
Chris Belanger, and Cook
County Schools teacher
Chad Benesch.

The bipartisan legisla-
tion was passed and now
moves to the Senate Taxes
Committee.

Democrats pounce on Arizona abortion ruling and
say it could help them in November’s election

BY JONATHAN J. COOPER
Associated Press

PHOENIX (AP)—Dem-
ocrats pounced Tuesday
onan Arizona Supreme
Courtruling that per-
mits enforcement of an
1864 law effectively ban-
ningabortion in the state,
blaming former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Republicans and pressing
for political advantage on
anissue that could domi-
nate a critical 2024 battle-
ground.

The ruling permits
doctors or otherstobe
prosecuted for perform-
ingan abortion at any
time unless the moth-
erslifeisin danger, with
no exceptions for rape
orincest. President Joe
Biden ‘s campaign imme-
diatelyblamed the rul-
ing on Trump’s appoint-
ment of three Supreme
Courtjustices who voted
to overturn afederally

guaranteed right to an
abortion.

“The girls todayand
the youngwomen donot
have therights that we
once did because of Don-
ald Trump,’ said Phoe-
nix Mayor Kate Gallego,
aDemocrat. “Donald
Trump is dangerous and
reckless”

The decision will give
Arizona the strictest abor-
tion law of the top-tier bat-
tleground states head-
inginto November's elec-
tion. Biden and his allies
are emphasizing efforts
torestore abortion rights,
while Trump has avoided
endorsing anational abor-
tion ban and warned that
theissue couldlead to
Republican losses.

In asign of Republi-
cans’ political bind, even
KariLake, a staunch
Trump ally and abortion
opponent whoisrunning
for Senate in Arizona, said
the total abortion ban

“is out of step with Ari-
zonans. It’s a shift from
two years ago when Lake
praised the 1864 law. Sev-
eral Republican legisla-
tors called for the law to be
repealed.

“Thisissue should be
decided by Arizonans,
notlegislated from the
bench,” said U.S. Rep.
David Schweikert, an Ari-
zona Republican who pre-
viously praised the over-
turning of Roe v. Wade.

Trump reshaped
the U.S. Supreme Court
duringhis presidency,
moving the court to the
right and paving the way
for the Dobbs decision in
2022 that allowed for the
enforcement of state laws
like Arizona’s.

The Arizonaruling
comes aday after Trump
said abortion limits
should beleft to the states
and declined to endorse a
national ban after months
of mixed messages.
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