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Soliciting Helpful Feedback 
How to Help Them Help You 

 
 
 
 
 

Top Questions for Common App Personal Essay Feedback 
 

• Does this sound like me? (That’s the million dollar question!) 
• Does the story flow? Does it have a beginning, a middle, and an 

end? 
• Are there parts that are unclear? 
• Where could I cut, and where could I expand? 
• What does this essay tell you about who I am as a person? 
• What’s missing from this essay? What does this essay need to be 

complete? 
 

 
 
 


