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Announcing the Online Equali�y Wa�ch

The American Sunlight Project is leading a new coalition on gender and
identi�y-based disinformation and abuse online

(Washing�on, DC) - Today, the American Sunlight Project, Equali�y Now, Moonshot,
Cen�er for Coun�ering Digi�al Ha�e, Brightlines, Missing Perspectives, Check My Ads, Vi�al
Voices, and Pirth.org announced the launch of a new coalition - the Online Equali�y Wa�ch
- that will document and mitiga�e �echnology-facili�a�ed gender-based violence against
women in politics. The coalition will investiga�e gender-based disinformation aimed at
women across the political spectrum, educa�e the public about i�s harm, and encourage
lawmakers �o actively reject it once and for all.

“Gendered disinformation and abuse — which happens across the political spectrum —
undermines women’s participation in public life. It dissuades generations of young women,
who may not want �o face such ha�e, from seeking public office” said Nina Jankowicz,
Co-Founder and CEO of The American Sunlight Project, a bipartisan advocacy
organization �o oppose effor�s �o weaponize disinformation in the Uni�ed S�a�es.

Online Equali�y Wa�ch will bring �ogether researchers and activis�s �o identify and push
back against gender and identi�y-based violence against women candida�es and election
officials.

The first s�ep in the coalition's program is �o track and ca�alog ins�ances of gender- and
identi�y-based violence online �o recognize key trends. This will include ongoing research
from Online Equali�y Wa�ch’s members, and an incident report form that the coalition will
distribu�e �o Congressional offices so s�affers and members of Congress can report
ins�ances of gender and identi�y based violence or disinformation they encoun�er online.
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“By identifying the gendered and sexualized a��acks against women, our coalition is
working �owards equal represen�ation for all. It’s time �o send a powerful message that
there is no place for misogyny in American politics” said Jakowicz.

The Online Equali�y Wa�ch is comprised of:

● The American Sunlight Project
● Equali�y Now
● Moonshot
● Cen�er for Coun�ering Digi�al Ha�e
● Brightlines
● Missing Perspectives
● Pirth.org
● Check My Ads
● Vi�al Voices
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