
On 7 October 2025, the Palestinian community of Victoria will hold a peaceful public vigil to
honour our loved ones killed by Israel, and to bring into the light what has too often been
demonised and forced into silence: our grief, our humanity, and our right to survive. We invite
all people of conscience to join us in truth and compassion, affirming that mourning is a
universal human right.

For 77 years, Palestinians have lived under violent dispossession, apartheid, and illegal
occupation.

Our grief has been erased.
Our resistance demonised and criminalised.
Our humanity denied.

Since 1967, Gaza has been a prison under Israeli control. Even after the so-called 2005
“withdrawal,” Israel retained control over our borders, airspace, sea, population registry, and
trade. Since 2007, Gaza has endured a suffocating blockade and relentless bombardments,
killing Palestinians with impunity.

Yet western governments, institutions and media turned a blind eye, exposing the double
standards in how Palestinian lives are valued - in stark contrast to the outrage over 7 October,
2023.

On that day, Hamas fighters breached the prison fence confining the Gaza Strip in an
unprecedented large-scale assault. People died. Reports also indicate the Israeli military invoked
the Hannibal Directive - a protocol permitting extreme measures to prevent abductions, even
at the risk of hostages’ lives. Meanwhile, 250 hostages were taken into Gaza, with Hamas
stating their goal was to negotiate for the release of thousands of Palestinians held in Israeli
prisons, many without trial.

That same night, Israel unleashed a massive bombardment on Gaza. Despite claims that no
such attack took place, Amnesty International documented the destruction and deaths in
those first days.

Honouring Palestine.
 A Vigil for the Victims of the Gaza Genocide.



Between 7 and 22 October, more than 3,793 people were killed, mostly civilians, including
over 1,500 children. At least 12,500 Palestinians were injured, and over 1,000 bodies remained
trapped under the rubble. In the narrow window of 7 to 12 October alone, Amnesty verified
thousands of Israeli airstrikes that levelled residential neighbourhoods and killed Palestinian
civilians.

Entire multigenerational families were wiped out. By mid-October, at least 47 Palestinian
families had been permanently erased from the civil registry in Gaza. These facts are a matter of
public record. To deny them is to deny the truth, and to deny the humanity of those killed.

From 7 October 2023, Israel chose to prosecute a full-blown genocidal campaign against the
Palestinian people, which mainstream media and political leaders obscured under the guise of
self-defence. Entire neighbourhoods in Gaza were reduced to rubble. Tens of thousands of
civilians were slaughtered by airstrikes and sniper fire. Children were starved, orphaned, and
maimed. Women were denied safe childbirth, sexually assaulted, and left to bleed to death. Men
were tortured, raped, and sexually assaulted in Israeli prisons. Some were bound as human
shields to tanks, others trampled and killed beneath them.

A man-made famine was imposed, with starving Palestinians shot and killed as they tried to
reach food and water under the so-called US-Israeli “GHF” scheme. Emergency workers and
medical staff were executed and buried in shallow graves. Palestinian journalists were
deliberately targeted and killed, without so much as a whimper of protest from mainstream
media colleagues worldwide

Gaza has become a place where children are executed by sniper fire, burned alive, or buried
under rubble; where infants are decapitated; where bodies are riddled with over 350 bullets - all
met with silence from the media and from world leaders who claim to stand for civilisation,
human rights, and compassion.

Yet we, the Palestinian community, stand steadfast in the face of the relentless dehumanisation
and demonisation of our people and our children.

Despite its long history of belligerent occupation, persecution, and the slaughter of Palestinian
civilians, Israel is celebrated by Western politicians and media as “the only democracy in the
region” - even as it wages a barbaric genocide in plain sight.

The ICJ has ruled Israel’s occupation unlawful. The UN General Assembly has demanded
Israel’s withdrawal from all occupied territories by September 2025. The UN Commission of
Inquiry, along with other international bodies, has declared Israel guilty of genocide.



Entire neighbourhoods have been flattened. Over 80% of Gaza has been reduced to rubble.
Homes, hospitals, schools, universities, farmland, and cultural institutions have been
systematically targeted -  nothing of civilian life spared. Israel has imposed, and continues to
maintain, a famine on the entire civilian population of Gaza, and continues to attack
humanitarian aid workers in Gaza and in international waters. Children, journalists, medics,
and aid workers, including Australian Zomi Frankcom, have been massacred with complete
impunity. The majority (83%) of the Israeli civilian population openly support the genocide
and ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people. Israeli and US officials have publicly voiced
genocidal intent, boasting of “erasing” Gaza’s people and redeveloping its shattered, blood-
soaked land into luxury beachfront property. Israel’s leaders stand accused of war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

Meanwhile, in the West Bank, Israeli settlers attack Palestinians, and steal their land and homes
with impunity, while the state passes laws to annex what little Palestinian-owned territory
remains, advancing Israel’s vision of a fully ethno-national state. Yet through it all, Australia
and other Western powers grant Israel impunity, preserving trade, research partnerships, and
diplomatic ties, so long as the bodies destroyed are Muslim, Palestinian, Arab, Black, or brown.

All the while, Palestinians in Australia are told not to “import our conflict here,” even as the
government approves export permits and signs defence contracts with Israeli arms companies.
These firms openly advertise their weapons as “battle-tested” on Palestinian bodies.

One such company is Israel’s state-owned Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, which has signed
contracts and joint ventures directly with the Australian Defence Force. It has even used
footage of a Palestinian man killed by its weapons as promotional material. Australia’s
complicity runs deep. Components made here, which our Foreign Minister calls “non-lethal
parts,” are used in the very machines that massacre our loved ones in our ancestral homeland.

At the same time, accusations of antisemitism are too often weaponised to silence and
persecute Palestinian and pro-Palestinian voices, and to pressure politicians, media, government
agencies, and institutions. Under the guise of protecting “social cohesion” and public safety,
lobbies, media, and politicians push for the censorship, erasure, and demonisation of
Palestinians and their supporters, with government representatives, institutions, universities,
and media all too willing to comply. The harm was compounded further a few days ago when
the Prime Minister, once well aware of the suffering and colonial persecution faced by
Palestinians, stood on the world stage and claimed we teach our children to hate.



These efforts stoke anti-Palestinian hatred and Islamophobia, working to silence our voice
and erase our existence, even here. Palestinians are demonised in life and dehumanised in
death. With the complicity of politicians, lobbyists, and the media, narratives are crafted to
erase our identity and history, and minimise and justify the killing of our loved ones.

Last year, when our community gathered for a vigil on the first anniversary of October 7, we
faced harsh public criticism. Prime Minister Albanese described the event as “provocative,”
choosing only to acknowledge the grief of the pro-Israeli community. Other public figures
condemned it as a “celebration of hate and death.” Some even denied that Israel bombed
Gaza on October 7, despite evidence to the contrary.

New South Wales Premier Chris Minns called our vigil “hugely insensitive” to Jewish
Australians for what he said was a lack of space for their mourning. Victorian Premier Jacinta
Allan likewise described the vigil as “deeply inappropriate,” implying, as she has consistently
done when referring to Palestinian suffering and cries for freedom and justice, that it
amounted to “hate speech” and “antisemitism.” Yet neither leader, nor other politicians or
media commentators, recognised the grief of the Palestinian community.

For Palestinians in Australia, already carrying unbearable loss and grief, these attacks on our
right to grieve cut deeply. The lack of formal acknowledgement of our suffering, and the
absence of political and religious representatives, has been heartbreaking. The media
compounded this harm by mocking the vigil and focusing on controversy rather than the
symbolism and message of abandonment we sought to convey. We kept an overnight wake
on the steps of the Parliament, providing ample time for leaders to come and pay their
respects. No one came. In moments like these, so-called Australia appears to embrace Israel’s
mission to erase Palestinian identity and presence from its own shores.

We acknowledge the loss and grief experienced by Israeli families and affirm their right, as
with all people, to mourn. But Palestinians alone are denied that same right. Our grief has
been silenced, dismissed, and criminalised.

While Israeli grief has been met with the sympathy of governments, religious institutions,
and media, Palestinian grief has been dismissed, demonised and denied. Every Palestinian
carries loss in this genocide, some mourning one loved one, others mourning over a hundred.
And all of us carry, too, the grief of 77 years of colonial dispossession, persecution, expulsion,
and the martyrdom (i.e., the violent death) of countless loved ones. Yet there has been no
acknowledgement from government, no compassion from political leaders, and no
recognition from religious institutions.



Still, we have been comforted by the compassion and solidarity of ordinary people across
Australia. Their recognition of our grief and suffering has given our community solace in the
face of such cruel abandonment.

Our rights are not conditional.
Our humanity is not negotiable.

We mourn publicly because apathy and silence have been forced upon us.
We stand in defiance because erasure and submission have been demanded.
We refuse disappearance, we refuse subjugation.

The Palestinian people in Palestine and the diaspora, including in so-called Australia, are a
proud and beautiful people, yearning to live in freedom, dignity, and security in their ancestral
homeland. We reject dehumanisation. We teach our children to refuse tyranny and occupation,
and to embrace love: for life, for justice, and for freedom.

Until this truth is honoured and this right protected, we will not be silenced. We will continue
to resist every attempt to subjugate and erase us. We exist. We existed before 1947 on our
ancestral homeland, and we will prevail, thriving for millennia to come on our homeland.
Palestinian lives, like all lives, are precious and enduring. We have every right to live and thrive in
freedom and safety on our ancestral homeland.

 Whether in crowds or in solitude we grieve for our loved ones.  All of our loved ones killed by
Israel, all of our children, babies, women and men, even those whose bodies will never be
recovered, deserve to be acknowledged and mourned.

At this vigil, we will gather peacefully and with dignity to honour our loved ones, to grieve
openly, and to stand in truth. In silence and solidarity, we will connect through our shared
humanity, bearing witness to lives that must be remembered, to grief that must no longer be
erased, and to lives that must be protected and freed.

We call on all people of heart and conscience to support us in our grief, and to stand against the
erasure of our humanity, identity, and history, and the denial of our suffering. 

Join us on 7 October, 2025, for a public vigil in Naarm (Melbourne), and stand with us in
grief, in dignity, and in recognition of our common humanity.



Event Details

Date:                                       Tuesday, 7 October 2025

Procession

⏰ Time:                                5:00 PM
📍 Start Location:               MP Pavilion 
                                                    Queen Victoria Gardens
                                                     St Kilda Rd, Naarm (Melbourne)
                                                     (opposite the NGV)

Vigil

⏰ Time:                                  6:30 PM
📍 Location:                           Parliament House
                                                      Spring St, Naarm (Melbourne)

Event Guidelines

We ask all present to respect the grieving families and the silence of the procession.

Please do not bring or display signage, posters, or flags during the procession or vigil.

There will be designated Palestinian spokespersons present at the event. Please refrain from
speaking to the media, which too often misrepresents our community.

Kindly follow the directions of volunteers and marshals, who will be there to support you and
the Palestinian community.












