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Most kitchen designers’ #1 piece of remodeling
advice? Hire a certified designer to help you

get the kitchen of your dreams. And theyre not
just talking from self-interest: An experienced
professional with years of renovations under her
or his belt really can maximize the efficiency
and style of your space, make your project run
more smoothly, and can even save you money
by avoiding pricey rookie mistakes. It’s an
investment you're not likely to regret.

Yet as valuable as a pro's skills might

be, hiring one just isn't in the budget
for many prospective remodelers.
That's why we asked CR’s in-house ex-
perts and six National Kitchen & Bath
Assn. (NKBA)-certified designers for
their best remodeling tips. With their
know-how-and the advice and Ratings
in our Buying Guide on page 32-you
can renovate like a pro, for a lot less.

Planning & Budget

DO: Live in your kitchen first. “You
have to spend time using the space to
understand what works and doesn’t,”
says St. Louis-based Certified Kitchen
Designer (CKD) Ashley Smith.

DON'T: Rush the process. “I tell every
new client I speak with to take their
time and do it right. You will live with
your kitchen for many years and you
want to love it,” says Brooke Eversoll,
Certified Master Kitchen & Bath De-
signer (CMKBD), of Bee Studios in St.

Petersburg, FL. “I also advise my poten-

tial clients to save up and do it once
and do it right.” Smith agrees: “Anything
new makes everything old look even
older. Don't scale back your plans to
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save money and think yvou'll upgrade
something later. You'll regret not having
what you want from the start, and it
will cost you more to replace in the long
run—if you ever get around to it.”

DO: Think about resale. “I always

ask clients what their longevity in the
house will be,” says Laura Eagan, CKD,
of Estrella Cabinetry & Design Center in
Goodyear, AZ. “If they’ll only be there
tor a few years, or if they're remodeling
to sell, then I recommend they spend
money on things with ‘bling’ factor,

like high-end appliances and a great tile
backsplash and cabinet hardware—but
to keep the cabinetry costs modest. No
one’s going to walk in and say, 1can
clearly tell these are custom cabinets
with plywood sides,” but the specialty
appliances will wow them.”

DO: Base your budget on data. “Na-
tionwide, the industry rule of thumb is
to spend 10 percent of the retail price
of your house on your kitchen remodel,
but you have to pay attention to the lo-
cal market,” says Eagan. “In some areas
of New York, for example, a $300,000
house won't sell without a $60,000 cus-
tom kitchen. But in Scottsdale, AZ,
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yona ookl put a §15,00 kitchen in that
buomise el sell it bomsorrow. Talk toa
kmowiedgeable local real estate agent o
e b e poome yeour house wesikd
b weosreta e & ke hen rermesdel - and
ke that nmmbser your uadge.”
DONT Got caiaght g ks tremds, “Try
tm choose timeless styes and materd
als that will laok great for 1010 Blteen
yrars.” says Elizsbeth Loaly, sn Asso
clate Kichen & Bath Deslgner (AKBIN
s i San Diego, CA. =11 vou wand
sosnethlng unikjise, go crazy o the
backsplash. k' mod that expensive o
replace i i you get tired of the ook~

Layout

00; Make it functional, “Look up

the NEBAS 31 KRchen Gaidelines
oaline. These are all the gpecifications
tha dhesignaers use o poke o space func
thonal, things like the chearanoe you
neeed betvopen different elements in the
klechen,” ais Leahy,

DONT) Crowd the klaml, “Everyone
wiants an island, but you can’l shesehorm
o o every space,” says [Nane Wand-
mader, CMERD, of Kichen Shadios in
Albucpuergue, KM, * Vo e o meke

s dhere's enoaggh space o walk aroand
M, Imschucling Bectiinad somecne diting &

a sl Al thindk absoul b mary seats
will reality fit: The NEKBA recommends

a mindmem of 24 inches in width for each
o, bt even that bn'r endgds If yoime
sittiogg will yous elbows cn (e counter.”
DO; Savr spaeie with a banguetie, "I
2 gread way b cheate a dinkng anes in
aoormer,” says Leahy, * You can add sor
ape Inshde the berchies, oo,”

Appliances

B0 Mieasire carefully before shop-
plag For a new fridge. “Measire the
turight and widdth of the spsacd your cur:
rent refrigerator i in, & well a5 the space
betwreen the face of the ourment iridge
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amd ammyiti ng opposioe it,” wyvs CR et ene
ginrer e Pacella. "Some neveer, higher
capsacity fridges are taller and doeper
than cider meocdeds, and you want e he
sre that it i, with soom for vou
tuntarnd bn frond off it and open the docorn®
0= Comsider the coakiop. =Look at
e ihe burniers are arranged,” says CR
st englmesr Tar Casaregole. “Are there
eruniggh large burners for your [2-nch
fryfing pan and & seockpat, and e they
in the positicns you prefer?™ Al the
sy, Ealor BRin/hr raligs with & gradn of
=2, “Whike you want a bumer that

cam baring that big pot of water 1o bodl,
ety (ol mao other cnoking
tasks s rermediabe setelngs, mot the
higghaest Bamie o wasltage.”

oM T Get seduoed by high-tech oven
clalms that add expense. "tk yoursell
if v really o 1o rovigeie & series

ol hugtom presses and scrolling messages
1o ook & fnogen plee, oF i yoi'ne ine
Juisa Fsllomcding puie kinge dinections,” sy
Carsiwgnls.

0 Plan for adequate ventilation, =4
mecirculating hood ks not good enoughs
youn want the hood to vent cieside,” mys
Wandmaker. “And dos't go with an
o et ranie Enicrowave wilh Buili-in
ventilation, They're nod very diep, 1o
e vent can't reach the frong burners,
which you're using all the time.*
CoWT: Make the micrownve 5 focal
pokid. = Hikle it n & pantey of bn an sp-
Hianoe garage, or pick drmrnyk-
msle], welkich wits below the counter
and opens Hie a drawer,” says Bversoll.

Lighting & Technalogy

Box: Man plenty of LED llumination.
“Lighaing & nog just lunctivaal, it also
adids beauty,” sayvs Lealiy, = You teed
tazk Hghting over work areas—ihoae are
the undercahinet lighes that Theminale
the work surfaces amd the can lights

im the eelling over posbrways - amshien

lightire, like pendants over an ixland
andd scoeni lgghileg, ke 5 ghow [rskle o
cabinet, or along a cabinet toe kick.”
BONT: Forget the dimmer switches,
*LEN give ol 2 kot of light and you don't
atwiays wami the fudl-blown effect,” sayvs
Wandmaker. “Dimmer swisches let

wol conttrid the leved depending on ihe
et and mood.”

CONT: Gt Lo “smart.™ “Sman home
pech i very cool, b il can be super
epensive.” iys Lealy, “Aleo, you hove
o corshler ohanbecence - everything bs
changing very quickly right pow, A,
finally, thene's the security eleiment. Some
o e pytents e very andly hacked ®

Surfacing & Material

D0 Consider quartz for connteriops.
*Crarte i more dorallbe and less
porous than markile or granke, and,
Bocaese it°s 8 manulsctsrod imaterial
s coEistent From ilah 1o dab-sn
i e & ot of Bexibility i vou wani
fio st it o both a coumtersop amd a
backsplash, for example,” says Eagan
o0 Mix findshes and materiale “Jus
rapeading shoel metals with natural cle
retits |5 ome of the best wars to bring
intenest amd & collecbed fieel to your
Kitchen,” says designer Shea MoGes ol
Sl blcGew in Saly Lake Chy, UT.
COHT: igmore fraffic patierns when
choosing Boaring, 1 your kicchen

& the hish al yonid hoe, with kids,
spenises, even pets adding g wear amd
tear on the Soors, you'll want a foor
with greal wear resistance,” says (3
tess engineer Joan Muraione. “h's als
sumart b look fior floceing thar ean stand
up b scralchees, stakng and meistune.”
DOy Welgh your INY eomifart kevel.
=10 yuun weannt i It all feoring yourself,
consider Hooring that can be foated
mesning it can be installed on wp of
vour exisring Moo, wishou having o
umar ruafls oo o, ™ says Muratore,
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