Medical Image of the Month: Incarcerated Morgagni Hernia

Figure 1. Lateral view of abdominal-thoracic CT in soft tissue windows.
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Figure 2. Coronal view of thoracic CT scan in lung windows.
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A Morgagni hernia is a congenital diaphragmatic hernia in which abdominal viscera
herniate into the thorax via a defect within an anterior attachment of the diaphragm. As
with any bowel-containing hernia, the most feared complication is strangulation with
subsequent bowel necrosis. In the present case, a 67-year-old woman presented with a
five-day history of acute onset and progressively worsening upper abdominal pain and
inability to tolerate oral intake, associated with nausea, vomiting, and mild shortness of
breath. A CT revealed a large defect in the right hemidiaphragm consistent with a
Morgagni hernia with herniation of the omentum, vessels, and a segment of transverse
colon (Figure 1). Findings of bowel ischemia were observed, including (a) pneumatosis
intestinalis, seen as cystic foci of air lining the bowel wall, and (b) fluid and fat-stranding
adjacent to the affected bowel (Figure 2). Evidence of bowel wall perforation include
large volume free air adjacent to the bowel in the right hemithorax and within the
abdomen (Figures 1 and 2). Bowel ischemia and necrosis can occur with any hernia
and requires prompt diagnosis and management.
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