
Searchable Database for Physician CMS Payments 
 
Earlier this month the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), despite the 
objections of many physicians, released physician payment data for 2012 (1). However, 
the data on the CMS website is difficult to search and interpret. The New York Times 
created a searchable database of physician payments from CMS which can be 
searched by physician name, specialty and/or location (2). The Times points out that 
payments may cover overhead, such as staff salaries and drug costs. In some cases, 
when doctors work as salaried employees of group practices, the payments that show 
up under their names go to their institutions. 
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